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# AT the Fews were à great and warlike nation, | 
can be doubted by none that believe the ſacred records, : 
where we find that Jaſbua, upon his entrance into the hand. 
of Canaan, ſubdu'd and conquer'd two and thirty kings: 4 
and yet their enemies were ſo formidable, that thoſe wha #: 
were ſent to ſpy out the land, thought it was impoſſible to 
vvercome them, for among them were the ſons of Anal, 
who were men of a giant-like ſtrength and ſtature. ade 
though it be true, has the unbelief of thoſe ſpies magni ifyed | 
the power and ſtrength of their enemies, yet certain it 85, 
|. that the Canaanitiſh nations had giants among them ; which © 
yet the Jews but little valued, as appears by David's en- 
countring with with, and killing of Goliah, Nor need w 
hat the warlike temper of the Jews, when we. cm. ff 75 
at though the land of Canaan was given to them: 
We promiſe of God made to their fathers, yet they wer 
forced to fight for every inch of it; which mus 23 *4 
inure them to martial diſcipline: and either M = 
abites, H. lomites, Philiſtines, Midianites or Anmoniter, - * 
with whom they had conſtant bickerings, gave them dc 7 
Lon to be ftill handling their arms. And in all other butt les, 
unleſs their fins fought againſt them more than their fares, Ee: 
they flill came off conquerors. For it muſt be granted, that ** 
in all their conflicts with their adverſaries, reacted the, 
holy Feriptures, it was becauſe the Lord was th their. 9 '. 
that they were till victorious. And when e, us 
was their ſtrength, departed from them, they Fell Beer 5 
their enemies. r 
But after they with wicked hands had trubified an an. 
wn Lord & C 2 and fo wy brought wide 2 8 8 
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peel unte the uttermęſt, never was their any people that 
received ſo fatal and total a deſtruction, as they did; nor 


Ne 
Diet that fought againſt the Romans more obſtinately, or | t« 
: © #hat did them greater miſchief; fo that I may with good | v 

m 
ni 
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Fgroumds affirm, that of all the wars that were ever ſeen or 
"Sheard of, that of the Fews with the Romans, was certain- 
fy the moſt conſiderable : and therefore it was that the 
earned and warlike Joſephus, who was himſelf a ſpeRtator | ju 
', of theſe things, and a faithful witneſs of the truth thereef, 1 
undertook the writing of it with his own hand, which be | ft. 
zelle us he thought himſelf obliged to do, as well becauſe ſome 1 
pretending to write this hiſtory, have took up their materi- | th 
als upon truſt and hearſay, without any knowledge at all | ai 
.of the things about which they wrete.: as becauſe others, | 11 
" #hough they knew the things, yet being enemies io the na- | t/ 
#ion, have out of mere ſpight and malice, diſguiſed the evi- | 
Lent truth with partial reports and falſe glaſſes, more like | t/ 
#*- erators than hiſtorians ; in favour of the one fade or the o- a 
ber, ard net as the things gruly were; having no regard | bi 
Zo that veracity, which is the thief ornament of a hiſtorian, 67 
© and which above all ſhould give a reputaticn to hg work, C1 
TDi work (which I have thus epitomiz'd from that great | t/ 
unter of the Engliſh tongue, Sir Reger L'Eftrange, knight, | tc 
Jr publick benefit ) ar Author was the better enabled io t. 
- ** " endertake, becauſe hauing firſt bore arms among his coun- 
Frymen the Jews, againſt the Romans, yet he und him- 
e afterwards under fame ſort of neceſſity to change his | 
i, fide, and to enter into the Roman ſervice, the occafion of 
* * avhich the reader will find in the proceſs of this hiſtory. 
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by e deere, 9 
Wu that which mane this war the mere bloody and ter- 1 
bible on the eus part, was the time of its breaking out, b 
© awhich was when the Romans were all embroiled among d, 
#hemſelves, and the Fews ſtrong, rich, and ſeditious, and 1 
 meither wanted men, money, nor-good-will to inprave ſuch 8 
A opportunity; which confiderations inflamed them into /o 72 
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weſperate a tumult, that they were not without flatterin 
Miter of barrying all before them; ney they let rib 
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| the calamities and ſufferings of the Fews during the: 


juſtly merited for their ſins ; eſpecially when they had filled - 
\ fixion of the Lord of Clary. The guilt whereof ( thongh” 


| thoſe tranſactions that happened before the time of Joſephitt, 
but ſparingly; but as to thoſe things that happened in hic 


| ers that contributed to t 
world, as there never was a mare glorious city than 


 bave ſaved it frem the devouring - flames; but there u, -* | 
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to the RE DAER. = 
nations in the Eaſt, with ſtrange apprehenſiont ef being - "Þ 
rally over-run ; for even the Jews beyond Euphrates, ar 
well as the reft, were ail in a confederacy to riſe. as e 
man. Which, by a Chriſtian reader can be looked upon ux 
no other than a divine infatuation, that thereby heauen, 
might bring upon them that "vengeance which they had ſo _  * 


up the meaſure of their iniquities by their barbarous. cruci- 


te refuſe to un it ) purſues them to this very day; ſo. 
that, thiugh they were once the peculiar people of God, they”. 
are now a curſe and an execration' in all the kingdoms of 
the world ; there being now no country which they can call 
their own. | * 
As to this hiſtory, the reader will find it begins with” 


and of which, for that reaſon, as himſelf tells us, he ſpeaks - : 


own time, be is more large and copious, giving a very ſur- 
cinct and conpleat account of the oraginal of theſe wars of 
the Jews, and ꝙ the progreſs thereef; and ꝙ thoſe mat 
2 ringing things to the laſt ex- 
tremity. | DEST f 
The ſiege "of Jeruſalem is alſo here at large dgſcribed ; 
than which there nedær das amore remaFkiltigng* * 5 
4 — 
lem ; the temple therein being juſily efteemed the chief wonder” + | 
F the world ; the glory theredf being the admiration and a 
mazement f the Romans : eee eee fan 


divine Nemeſis that attended that execrable bhundisti; which" 
made them, that were the greateſt: enemies of our bleſſed” * 
Saviour, the inftruments of making good and fulfilling hig 
prophecy about the deſtruftion of their temple, by” ſetting... + 
fire to it with their own hafte. 
_. Here, reader, thou wilt alſo find a faithful rage 1 
tim f 
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'The PREFACE, 
| a, fiege of Jeruſalem ; and the v variety of afflietions they |} 
luaboured under, one while by war, another while by ſedi- | 

tion, and then again by famine : and all theſe they under- 
- awent to that extremity, that tis hard to ſay by which they 
Suffered meſt : and yet their obſtinacy againſt the Romans 
under all this, was unexpreſſible; which was a great occa- 
aon of the deſtruction of fugitives, and of the torments in- 
Nicted on theſe that were talen all which is in the proceſs 
of our hiſtory faithfully related. 

To conclude, I know ns hiſtory more full of unge and 
admirable events, nor wherein the juſt judgment of Gd 
won a nation devoted to ruin and defiruttion, are ſet forth 
in more vivid and lively colours. Ged grant that our na- 
tions may avoid their fins, that ſo we alſo my avoid their 
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Let Fewry Britain's warner be, 


3 * Let Febus London teach, 
That we Codes wrath may fear and ſee, 
Whilſt Fews ts Britains proach. 
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ns | THE FIRST BOOK. 


27 containing the hiſtory of the Jews, from the time of the 
Maccabees to the ſiege of Jeruſalem, by Titus V eſpaſian. 
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of the Jews, I thought I could not begin at a more 
proper Fpocha than the time when the valiant Mathias 
of the Aſmonean race, the father of the Mactabees, appeared, - © 
for his country, to deliver the enſlaved Jews from the into 
Table thraldom, and eftf6rced idolatry of Antiochus Epiphanes “ 
for this Antiochus haviq; made an advantageous inroad into x- 
ypt, deſigning to redutt both the king and kingdom, he was; 
y the peremptory command of the Romans forced to when 
draw his army from these; and ay ſo, but ta quit rat 
he had taken. And being frighted away from Egypt, he made 
no more ado but marched with his army outright to_Jeruſalem, - 
and made himſelf maſter of it without any kind of difficulty 
for the gates were let open to him by the treachery of a party / 
he had made within the town; where being enter'd, he exer- 
ciſed great cruelty, and put many people to the ſword, witbh⸗ 
out diſtinguiſhing friend from foe ; whereby - ſome that had: 
helped to betray the city, met with the juſt reward of, their 
own treaſon; and having pillaged the city convey'd the nf 
E } Afure away to Antioch : the ſpoil of the temple was of err 
great value, it being wholly ſtripp'd and rifl'd, all che hoty x 
veſſels and utenſils being taken away, the golden candleſticks,.. ⁵ 
the golden altar, and the table of ſhew=-bread amongſt the reſt 
and further, to conſummate the mifery ofthis people, their 
| daily ſaeriſices were forbidden. the city levell'd wththe ground, 
and the inhabitants partly kill'd, and partly. carried away cap- 
tive; together with their wives and culdrey, R ot 
ten thouſand ; their walls were-demolithed, their ſtately edi 
| ices oonſumed by fire. They erected a tower in the eitꝶ that 
cConimanded the temple; and when they had fupply d and for- 


"th H AVING undertaken to write the- hiſtory of the wars 
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__. tify'd che place, a great garriſon of Macedonians Was put ipte 
it; but got without a mixture of execrable and apoltate * 4 

that were more malicious than the worſt of their enemies. ey = 
r e . 
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raiſed an altar in the temple, and ſacrificed hogs upon it, in 


the moſt ſpiteful contradiction to the Jaws of the Jews; and 
*. Which was yet more malicious, they put all people to extremi- 
” tics that wonld not renounce the true God, and worſhip their 
idols. And both there, and in all other cities and towns, they 
duilr temples-and altars for the daily ſacrifice of ſwine's fleſh ; 
making it highly penal fer any of the Jews, to circumciſe their 
childien. By theſe ſeverities many of the * were prevail'd 
with to comply with the kwg's orders; tho' others were fo 
truly brave and generous as to ſtand firm againſt all trials, tor- 
* ments, and even death itſelf, rather than depart from the reli- 
gion and laws of their country; having their bodies cut and 
worn with whips, and then crucified alive. and their wives, and 
- fo many of thicir children as were circumciſed, hanging about 
F mer necks, according to the king's order. The holy ſcriptures 
ao vere deſtroy'd, where-ever they were found ; arid 'twas 
wade death but io much as to entertain them, 
In chis deplorable condition it was, that me rows were in, 
Lb © when Antiochus Epiphanes had made the daily ſacrifice to 
&. <caſe, and ſet up the abomination of deſolation in the temple 
ot Jeruſalem, as the 2 Daniel had long before foretold. 
At this time there lived in a village called Modin, belonging 
0 Judea, a prieſt whoſe name was Mathias, a prieft 
„nil of Joarib, but born in Jeruſalem : this Mathias was the 
ae of Jofia, the ſon of Simon, and Simon the fon of Afmoneas. 
Machias, had five ſons, Joannan, who was lirnamed Gaddas; 
Simo, otherwiſe Thaſh; Judas, who was allo called Mapca- 
Eleazar, alias Auran; and Jonathan, ſirnamed Apphus. 
EF: - Thus Mathias would be ever now and then condoling with his 
children upon the deplorable ſtate their nation was reduced to; 
their city deſolate, their temple pillag'd and profan'd, with a 
ihotland other calamities; and he would be often telling them 
bo Much more glorious it would be to fall a ſacrifice to the 
besen religion of their country, than to linger out a miſe- 
- Table life at ſo ſeryile a rate. : ü of 
pon the coming of the king's officers into Modin, the village 
bete he dwelt, to preſs dhe execution of their mafter's orders, 
hey began with Mathias, as a perſon of authority, ang one 
| Whoſe example might draw in all the rell :Jaying before him. the 
Ganger of his diſobedience, and the advantage of his com plying; 
and therefore charged him in the king's name to worſhip as he 
Was commanded : which he generoutly refuſed to do, but told 
them, I hat if every ſoul within their maſter's dominions would 
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im himlelf, nor adviſe any of his ſons to abandon the-worthip 
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yield to him in that particular, he would never either fpbmit to 


et God Mathias had no ſocner uttered theſe words; bin out 
55 | gar Ry to ſacrifice according to the king's way; but Ma- 

Aus aud his ſons were ſo erflam'd thereat, that in an hetoick: 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS. ig 
| fury, they not only killed the Jew, but the king's officer alſo, 3} 
with all his gugrd about him, as they were forcing the people 4 
tb that abominable worſhip. In this heat they over-turn'd = 
altar alſo, Mathias calling thus to the people about him, A 
many of you as have any regard for your honour, or for 3 * 
religion, follow me. And ſo the father and his ſons withdre 
themſelves immediately into the wilderneſs, leaving their g | 
and eſtates behind em. This generous: example ſoon after 
cauſed a great part of the reſt of the l with their wives 
and children, to fly into the ſame deſart, where they made 8- 
ſhift to live ſome time in ca ves. u, 
When this came to the ear of the king's general officers, they A 
drew the garriſon out of the caſtle of Feralalem, and marche . 
© after the jews into the wilderneſs; trying them firſt by good 
counſel, and adviſing them to take more ſober meaſures, with= 
out forcing: the ſoldiers-upon the neceſſity of a military execus 
tion. But this not taking: effect, they pitched upon the ſabbath- 
day for an attack upon them, burning and deſtroying them in 
their holes, without an reſiltance; and without ſo much as” 
ſtopping the mouths of their caves; for ſuch was the reve 
they had for the ſacredneſs of that day, being commanded in 
the law to keep it holy, that they choſe rather to periſh ha 
prophane it. The number of thoſe that were thus ſuffocated, 
amounted to near a thouſand i but there were great numbers” 
that made theit eſcapes, and-liſted il;emfclves under the come 
mand of Mathias, who, upon this experyoent, preached another 
doctrine to them; telling them, That in caſe of ſuch an extre=" 
mity, they might lawfully fght-and defend themſelves on the 
{abbath, as well as on'another day; for othErwiſe that icruphe -- 
would be their total deſtruction : for their enemies taking ad» 
vantage of their ſuperſtition, would be ſure {till to attack them 
at a time when they were certain — ſhould meet with no s- 
ſiſtance. T he reaſon of this diſcourſe was ſo clear, they were 
| all convinced of the-lawfulneſs of uſing their arms upon the 
| ſabbath, in caſe of necellity ; and the practice of it-contigued'* 
with them ever after. — LEST 
This great general was now in alittle time malter of a con- 
ſiderable force; inſomuch that he deſtroyed all their idolatrou: 4 
altars, and put all the apoſtates to th word; Where · ever Ye” 
could come at. them; appointing, children ta be circumeis d. 
which had before been forbidden; and driving away the kings: 
' Gfhoers- that were appointed to hinder it; having dran alt be 


\ Jews into a body, that had diſperſed themſelves up and gow 
| into privacies and hiding-places,: for fear of the ene 
Mathias, having been a ful! year in this command; felt him 
-ſelf {cjzed with # mortal illneſs; and therefore calling his ſons 
- - about bim, Tpake 1 1 this effect: my on fond, my we 8 
drawing io aa end; but 1 am now te charge you ma 
| ie n A-5 7 f dillagag 
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10 THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 
pleſſing, before 1 leave you, to ſtand firmly to the cauſe that 
- your father has aſſerted before you, without any ſtaggering or 


rinking. Remember what I have told you, and do as ] have 
advis'd you. Do your utmoſt to 9 mo the laws and rights 
of your country, and to reſtore the order of a nation that wants 


but very little of being ſwallowed up in confuſion. Have no- 


Thing to do with thoſe, that either for fear, or for intereſt have 


{ Hetray'd it. Shew yourſelves to be ſons worthy of ſuch a fa- 


ther; and, in contempt of all force and extremity, carry your 
Nes in your hands, and deliver them up with comfort, if any 
occaſion ſhould require it, in defence of your country; com- 
puting with yourſelves, that this is the way to preſerve you in 
"God's favour; and that in conſideration of ſo unſhaken a vir- 
Tue, he will in time reſtore you to the liberty of your former 
Tife and manners. Our bodies, 'tis true, are mortal; but great 
and generous actions will make us immortal in our memory; 
and that's the plory I'd have you aſpire to: that is, the glory 

iſtory of your lives famous to after ages by your 
iultrious actions. Be ſure, in the firſt place, to agree among 
yourſelves, and in what caſe ſoever any of you have an advan- 
tage over the reſt, give way to every man in the bulineſs of his 


Province and talent. As for example, it being Simon's faculty 


o make a right by moms of things, I ſhall adviſe you to make 
him your conncil ; Maccabeus is a man made for military con- 
du& and bravery, therefore chuſe him for your general, as the 
beſt qualified for the vindicating of your friends, and for the 


- - eruſhing of your enemies. Do but mind your buſineſs, and you 


Join with you. 

Mathias concluded this pathetical diſcourſe to his ſons, with 
Prayers to God for a bleſhng upon their endeavours towards 
the redemption of their countrymen, and the recovery of their 


may depend upon it, that all men of honour and piety will 


uncient rights and privileges. 


Mathias ſoon departed this life, and was buried at Medin, 


* and the publick adminiſtration was put into the hands of Judas 


Maccabeus, who was ſo well ſeconded by his brothers, that he 


cleared the country of the enemy, put all the renegadoes to 
the ſword, and purged the land from all the abominable pollu- 
tions that had been practiſed there. 


The news of this new turn of affairs upon the progreſs of 


* Jndas, brought Apollonius the governor of Samaria in all haſte up 
With his army againſt Judas, who without any loſs of time met 


with him half way, fought and routed him; killed a great many 
men upon the place, and Apollonius himſelf for one, diſarming 
him with his own hand, an careying of his ſword in triumph. 

ich was a booty of a pro- 


1 value. „„ 
Tue news of this total rout, and of the vaſt e 


. 
. - 


— * 4 & 5 3, 


. A. As. EE + + 


— _— 


THE WARS OF THE JEWS; 11 


that eame crouding to Judas upon the ſucceſs, made Seron, the 
overnor of Celo Syria, think 'twas high time to look about 
um: fo that he took up a reſolution immediately to puſh it to 
a battle; in order to which, he took his march to Bethoran, a 
village of Judea, where he pitched his camp. Judas hereupon 
ut himſelt into a poſture to enconnter him. But finding his 
Idiers either out of heart or out of humour, he made a thore 
harangue, to bring them to their mettle : fellow foldiers, {aid 
he, it is not the arm of fleſh, but God, that gives the victory; 
not multitudes of men, but truſt and confidence fn the Almigh- 
ty. This is no more than we have found many and many a 
time experimentally true, in the hiſtory of our anceſtors ;. who 
with an inconſiderable number of men, in a righteous cauſe, 
(that is te ſay, in the defence of their religion, laws, liberties, 
wives and children) have put many thouſands to flight. Great 
is truth, in ſhort, and the force of innocence is invincible. With. 
theſe words he led on his men to battle, where they behaved: 
themſelves like heroes; engaged Se ron, and kill'd him upon 
the ſpot ; defeating the whole army of the Aſſyrians; for up- 
on the fall of their general, their troops were broken and ſcat- 
tered, and every man made the beſt of his way, and ſhifted as 
well as he could for himſelf. Judas purſued them as far as the | 
plain, having kill'd eight hundred on the field of battle, the 
reſt making their eſcape towards the ſea-fide.  _. 
Antiochus, upon the knowledge of theſe diſaſters, got a 
mighty army together in a ſhort time, with a reſolution to bre 
- into Judea with it early the next ſpring. But finding money fall 
mort, and that the income of his revenue would not anſwer the 
charge of the war, he propoſed rather to £2 into Perſia firſt, to 
ſupply himſelf with what money he could pick up out of that 
province, leaving an army, under Lyſias one of his lieutenante, 
charging him to redeem Judea, and upon the reductien thereof, 
to ſell all the inhabitants for ſlaves, and utterly to deſtroy the: 
city, and extirpate the. whole nation. 1 41 
Lyſias took to his aſſiſtance, for the execution of this com» 
miſhon, Ptolemy, Georyias, and Nicagor, three of the beſt of- 
ficers he could find, putting them at the head of forty thouſand: 
foot, and ſeven thouſand horſe, with orders to march forth- 
. into Judea ; who advanced as far as Emmaus, and there 
entamped upon the plain, Where came over to them great num» i 
bers of auxiliaries from 5772 and, ober neighbouring coun- 
tries, with an abundance of fugitite Eu; belides ſeveral mer- 
chants and traders, with a great dg ef money to Buy flayes, 
© Who alſo had brought feiters and mägasies with them to ſecure-: 
. their priſoners. Ihe enemy indeed emen 
but Judas however bid them caſt themfety 


— 


. bl es upon proyidenee,. 
and fear gsibing; and ſo they humbled themſelves in ſacheleth, 


falling an praying, as wes Shaal in immment danger, 3 
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| ing the divine favour and protection. Judas his next buſineſs 

Vas to range his men by regiments, troops, and companies, in 
order of battle, according to the Jewiſh euſtom, and then to 
diſcharge the army of all new married men, and ſuch as had 


lately made purchaſes, who might probably be thinking of ſome- 
thing elſe when they ſhould be a fighting, and the care of their 


particular intereſt divert them from the ſervice of the publick ; 


animating his people at the ſame time by his words as well as 
his actions, aud to acquit themfelves like men of honour and 
gourage. 

Whilſt Judas was thus buſied in ordering his matters, and 
encouragiag his men, he received intelligence from a ſure hand 
that Georgias would be with bim that night with a thouſan 
Horſe and hve thouſand foot, with ſome renegado Jews for their 
F guide, to ſurprize him, and beat up his quarters. This diſco- 
very put Judas upon a deſign of countermining him; which 

was at the ſame time to make an attempt upon the camp of the 
+ Enemy, taking the opportunity of their being fo divided. In 


order to this, he called preſently for ſupper, cauſed ſeveral 


fires to be made in his camp, and ſo marched all night towards 
- Emmaus, where the enemy lay. Georgias in the mean time 
Runding no body left in the Jews camp, and prefuming that they 
were run away for fear, to hide themſelves in the mountains, 
reckoned that he had little more to do than to learn how he 
might hunt them out. But Judas coming by break of day to 
the enemy's camp with only three thouſand men, and thoſe #1 
armed too, and finding the other party accoutered at all points, 
and their camp in very good order, he told his people, that 
they ſhould not fear to attack them, even if they were all nak- 
ed, ſo long as they were certain of God's favour and protection. 


And with theſe words, ordered the ſound of the charge, and 
breaking in upon them at the ſame inſtant, put them into ſuch 


a fright at the ſurprize, that after putting them to the ſword 
that refilted, the reſt betook themſelves to flight, and they had 
the purſuit of them as far as Gadara, and ſo to the plains of 
Idumea, Azotas, and Jamnia. The number of the ſlain was 
about three thouſand, But Judas would not ſuffer his people 
'x0 meddle with the ſpoil, the troops of Georgias being yet in- 
tire; but upon the routing him, they might take the booty at 
- leiſure, While Judas was thus ſpeaking to his men, Georgias's 
people diſcovering from an eminence near hand, the dead bo- 

ies of his friends, the havock that had been made in their tents, 
and their camp all in a fmoke ; they took ut for granted, that 


Jodar's men were ſtill in a heady 10 attack them, fo that they 
U 


ed immediately upon it, and diſperſed themſelves ſeveral ways, 


each man conſulting his own ſafety, The victory being thus 


ind without a blow, Judas turned his men looſe to < off 
2 of the field ; Where they found gold and flyer, gi el 


* 
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habits of purple and ſcarlet, and other rich hooty in abundanee; 
which they carried off ſafe, triumphing, hnging, and giving 
thanks to God, the bleſſed author of that victory, as they 
marched, which proved both an earneft, and a foundation of 
their future freedom. 0 

Lyſias was fo ſenſible of the ſhame and wound of this diſ⸗ 


grace, that to redeem his credit, he brought into the field the 
year following an army of ſixty thouſand foot, and twenty five 


thouſand horſe, all try'd and choice men, and with this body 
he entered into Jugea by the way of the mountains, encamping 
at a place called Bethſera. Judas was not at all diſcouraged at 
the odds of his numbers, but marched directly up to him with 


a party only of ten thouſand men, for his truſt was in God a» 


lone: ſo that aſter a ſhort and fervent prayer for a bleſſing up- 


on his army, he charged his enemy ſo home, that upon the firſt - 


ſhock he forced their line, and cut them off five thouſand men 
upon the place. This unexpected charge put all their whole 
army into ſuch a confuſion, that Ly ſias finding them obſtinately 

determined, enber to live or dye tree, thought it his beſt courſe 
to withdraw his troops before the conſternation was gone too 
far, out of an apprehenſion not ſo much of their ſtrength as of 


their deſpair. So that Lyſias returned to Antioch, where n 


poſted himſelf, by the belp of mercenaries and other additional! 
enforcements, to be ready for the ſirſt opportunity of a revenge 
againlt the Jews. : N 
Judas was ſo fluſhed with theſe repeated ſucceſſes againſt the 
forces of Antiochus, that he prevailed upon the Jews,. in con- 
fidence that after ſo many victories God would not now forſake 
them, to march without any more delay to Jeruſalem itlelf, 
and there to purge the temple, and offer up the daily ſacrifices.. 


But when they.'tame thither, and found the temple abandoned, 


the gates ell burnt, and the courts-over-run with weeds, Judas. 
and his people could not but ſhed tears to ſee. the diſmal ſolitude 
and deformity of the place. The two great works that he en- 
tered upon, were the aſſault of the citadel, and the cleanſin 
0 

diers, and the care of the other he took upon himſelf. So ſoon 
as he had gone 2 the purging ot it in form, he provided 
new veſſels and utenſils, a candleſtick, a table; and an altar ef. 


incenſe, all of pure gold. And in ſhort, he ſet all things in or- | 
der, according to the law. of: Moſes, and upon the. twenty fifth. 


of the month.Caſlar, they ſet lighted tapers in the candle-ſticks,. 


offered incenſe upon the altar, aadJajd the ſhew-bread uponthe- - - 
table, and ſo went on to their oblations of burnt- offerings. And 
this fell ont preciſely upon the ſame day three years from e 


prophanatian of the remple and religion by Antiochus. 


Ihe celebration of this feſtivity was continued by Judas for G 


cight, dave, with all the ſolemnmiuy of. ſacrifices and rejoycing 
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maleing even the air to ring with hymns of acclamation, praiſe | 


and thankſgiving, Nor was Judas in the mean time wanting to 

ſerve his country, for he rebuilt the wall of the city, and Er- 

tified them with ſtrong towers to keep off an enemy: ſetting a 
8 in Bethſura, and putting the place into a poſture of 
efence, 

The neighbouring nations were ſo irritated at the growing 
power and confidence of the Jews, that they ſet their inſtru- 
ments at work by fraud and treachery to circumvent them, de- 
firoying many of them at unawares ; Judas in the mean time 
uſing the beſt means he could either to prevent or diſappoint 
their incurſions : he fell at this time — Acrabatan, killing 

reat numbers of the Edomites, the poſterity of Eſau, making 
Fimſclf maſter alſo of a great booty. He block'd up the ſons 


of Bean alſo, their chief, in the ſtrong places they were poſſeſ- 


ſed of, and where they lay in wait to make fallies upon the 
Ns, taking the places by aſſault, * the detendants, and 
ning of theſe people, 
he carried his arms againſt the Ammonites. who had at that 
time a numerous army under the command of Timotheus. He 
fought with theſe alſo and overcame them, and then he took 
the city of Jazar, 1 * away their wives and children cap- 
tives, and after the pil 
went home «gain victorious. But he was no ſooner gone, but 
the people thereabouts taking advantage of his departure, and 
gathering together at Gilead, made an attempt upon the Jews 
that lay upon that quarter; who being forc' to take ſanctuary 
in the fortreſs of Dathuna, gave intimation to Judas, both by 
word of muuth and letter, that Timotheus had a deſign to at- 
tack them, and ſo prayed him earneſtly tor relief And in the 
very initant whillt Judas was reading his intelligence, came in 
ſeveral meſſengers from Galilee, with remon(trances and com- 
-plaints that the people of Ptolemais, Tyre, and Sydon, and o- 
_ bordering nations, were all jcin'd in confederacy againſt 
them, 
- Judas, that had an eye upon the neceſſity of his friends in 
both places, ſent his brother Simon with three hundred choice 
men to the ſuccour of the Jews in Galilee ; and with cight thou- 


land men more marched with his other brother Jonathan ro Gi- 
lead, leaving the reit of his army under the command of Joleph | 
bl 
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the ſon of Zacharias, and Azarias, as his licutenant genera 


for the guard of Jeruſalem, with. orders to keep off from fight- 
ing till his return. Simon, upon his arrival at Galilee, engaged 
the enemy and defeated them, giving them chale to the very 
tes of Piolemais, and killing about three a in the pur- 
uit. They ſtript them of what they had, and redeemed the 
priſoners with what goods they had taken, and ſo conducted: 
them back. to Jer ulalem.. ' _y . . 
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days march beyond Jordan into the wilderneſs, were amicably 


make what halte they could io carry them relief. In this ex- 
pedition they took the city of Baraſa by the way, putting all 


upon he diſtributed his troops into three diviſions, animat- 


- together, and among other auxiliaries, he had a band of Ara- 


underſtood that Timotheus was reſolved upon, and prepared 
to give him battle, he paſs'd the river immediately with his ar- 


them; but Judas took the town by force, burnt the temple, 
This difficulty being over, he gathered together all the Iſra- 
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At the ſame time Judzs and his brother Jonathan after three 


received by the Nebuchites who very kindly par them intelli- 
grace of the extream diſtreſs and danger of diverſe of their 

riends and country-men, who were cloſe ſhut up in the towns 
and caſtles of Gilead; adviſing them withal, that they would 


the people to the {word that were able to bear arms, and burn- 
ing the city to the ground. It was now towards night, but 
ery till proſecuted his way to the caſtle, wherein he under- 

ood the Jews were belieged ; and coming thither betimes 
in the morning, be found the enemy hard at work with 
their machines and ſcaling-ladders to force the place, where- 


ing his men to behave themſelves- reſolutely for the relief of 
their country men and friends; and ſo upon the ſound of 
the trumpet charged the enemy in the rear. So ſoon as Ti- 
motheus underſtood that Judas Maccabeus had the command 
of the action, a perſon whoſe valour and conduct he knew 
ſo much before-hand by woeful experience, his men took 
ſuch a fright at the very name, that they fled immediately 
upon hearing of it. Eight thouſand of them fell upon the 
place, the Jews upon the rout followed them at the lagels. Ju; 
das, upon the purſuit, took a town of the Barbarians; called 
Mallam, where they put all the males to death, and deſtroyed 
the city by fire. They did the ſame thing alfo at Cuſphon and 
Bozor, and other places that they took in that country. | 
In a little time after this, 'Timotheus, not contented with 
what he had received before, got a mighty body of an army 


bians : they crofs'd the river, and encamped near Raphan, 
where he encouraged his people to acquit themſelves like men, 
and to be ſure to keep the Jews from paſſing the river; for the 
whole cauſe, he told them, depended uponat, and that if ever 
they gain'd that paſs, they would carry the day. When Judas 


my, and gave the onſet, and put the army to the rout upon the 
firit encounter, killing thoſe that reſiſted, and ſcattering the reſt; 
who caſting away their arms, and ſome running one way, and 
fome another, part of them betook themſelves for ſanctuary to 
the temple of Carnaim, in hopes that the place might prote& 


and deltroy's all the inhabitants by fire and. word. 


elites that were in the country of Gilead, wich their , wives, 
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of Ephron Jay fo directly in bis way, that there was no avoid- 


ing it withoug going a great way about: ſo that he ſent a fair 


meſſage to the inhabitants fer leave to paſs with his army 
through the town ; but the ports being barricado'd, and the 
avenucs cut off, the inhabitants in po terms deny'd bim any 
paſſage that way, Upon this repu 


and in one day and night made himſelf matter'of it; and Jai 


it in aſhes, and marched with his army over the bodies of che 


dead through the ruins of it, putting all the males that were 
found in it to the ſword. After paſting the river Jordan, they 


advanced to a great plain near Rethtan, call'd by. the Greeks - 
Scythopolis; and from thence returned to Judea; the pore 


rejoycing all the way they went, with hymns and —— 


al 
Tongs, and offering ſacrifices of thankſgiving for the ſafety of his: 


army; for, (which is very wonderful) he had not loſt fo much 
-as one Jew in all theſe rencounters, 


Bur it far d not fo well with the army at Jeruſalem; for Ja- 


ſeph the ſon of Zacharias, and Azarias, two great captains, 
being left as a guard to Judea, in the abſence of Simon, who-- 
"was now marched into Galilee, againſt the people of Prolemais; 
and Judas with his brother: Jonathan againſt the Gileadites; 
theſe commanders reckoned upon it as a point of honour to ſig- 

nalize themſelves by ſome glorious adventure; in this fit of e- 
mulation, to Jamnia they went, where, Georgias the governors 
of the place gave them a fair battle before the town, 
bout two thouſand of them, and purſued the reſt to the borders 

1 his overthrow was but juſt upon them, for not 
obeying the order of the general, who had poutively command « 

ed them not to engage the enemy upon any terms, till his re- 
turn. This caution was much to the reputation of the provi- 


illed a- 


dence and foreſight of Judas, who very weil underſtood that if 


they departed trom their inſtructions they would ſuffer for it. 

But notwitſtanding this detect, judas and his brethren carri- 
ed on the war all this while vigorouſly againſt the Edomites, 
preſhng them on all hands: as they took 
-moliſhed the fortifications of it, and burnt the towers and caſtles 
don to the ground; laid the enemics country all watte; de- 
moliſhed Marifia, and from thence in the ſame beat over ran 
and pillaged Azotus: and in this glut of booty and victory, they. ' 
returned all ſafe and triumphant to Jeruſalem, e 

While theſe things were tranſacting by Judas Maccabeus, 
An ochus Epiphanes, being in his progreſs thro* ſome of he 


ebron by force, de- 


upland. provinces, he was informed of -a mighty rich. city in 


"Perſia, call'd-Elymais, and of a molt magnificent temple in it, 
here: were depoſited precious donatives 


64 all ſeru, with the yery ſhiclds and brealt- plates of ry > 
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children and goods, and carried them all into Judea. The city 


ſe, he put his men in heart 
and poſture for the attack of the town ; begirt it re | 


to be had for money, over and above the uttermoſt force t 
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der, the ſon'of Philip of Macedon, Antiochns was ſo moved 
with the fame of theſe ſplendid curioſities, that he advanced 
towards it with his army to take it by aſſault, But the inhabi- 
tants, without any * either to his power or to his deſign, 
made a very brave reſiſtance, and diſappointed him of his ex- 
pectation ; they thought it not enough to beat him from the 
walls, but they followed him ſo cloſe upon his retreat, that 
they cut off a good part of his rear, and drove him before them, 


like a fugitive into Babylon. While the ſenſe of this infamy 


and loſs was freſh upon him, tidings were brought him of the 
defeat of his other troops, to which he had committed the 
care and conduct of the war againſt the Jews, and of the daily 
increaſe of their number and power : ſo that with one calami- 
ty upon the neck of another, the inſupportable anguiſh of his 
thoughts made him heart fick upon it. And finding himſelf to 
pov worſe and werſe, and his end near at hand, he called his 
riends about him, told them both the cauſe and quality of his 
diltemper : 1 am here juſtly puniſhed, ſaid he, for the ſake of 
theſe miſerable Jews, for the ſacrilegious 14 hone: profaning 
of their temple, and for my contempt of the heavenly God: 
and with theſe words he died. | 
But -before his death he ſent for Philip, as the greateſt an 


. moſt truſty of his confidents, and committed the regency of the 


kingdom into his hands, delivering to him at the ſame time, the 
crown, the royal robes, and fignet; with order to preſerve 
them for his fon Antiochus, who was then ip his minorny. 

The death of this prince was no ſooner made known to the 
people, but Lyſias declared Antiochus king. under the name of 
Eupater, having at that time, the tuition of the young prince. 

The Macedomians in the mean time, who were then garrifoned 
in the citadel of jeruſalem, with ſome Jewiſh revolters, made 
ſeveral vexatious {allies upon the Jews, as they went to wor- 
(hip at their temple; which was no hard matter t6 do, in re- 
gard that their eaſtle was aboie, and commanded it. So that 
Judas found it of abſolute neceſſity to reduce that fort for the 
common ſecurity of the nation: and gave order preſently for 
the making and framing machines and engines for battery, and 
the caſting up of works. 3 yg I: 

While this was in agitation, ſeveral deſerters-ſhp'd away by 


night, aud joyning with others as bad as themſelves, went td 
Antiochus, ſetting forth the miſerable condition they were re“ 
duced to, by men of their own tribe, for their obedience to th 
king's command, in oppoſition to their own law; and that they”. 
were now imminent in danger of falling into the hands of Judas, 


without immediate relief. 


Ibe young prince, in a rage, gave orders preſently to his by 


friends and commanders to make a levy of what auxihanes we 
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( 1 


choice friends, that they could raiſe out of his own ſubjects. th 
They ply'd their buſineſs ſo hard, th+t in a ſhort time they mu- ſo 
ſler'd up a hundred thouſand: foot, twenty thouſand horſe, and al 
thirty two clephants. Wich this formidable body of an army, de 
under the command of Lyhas, as general, the king marched CC 
out of Antioch, and ſo advanc'd to Idumea, and from thence 01 
to Bethſura, a place well fortified, beſides the ſtrength of the | mn 
tuation. This fort he aſſaulted, and loſt a great deal of time a 
before it: for betwixt (allies and (tratagems, they found a way 4} 
to burn or difappoint all engines of battery and danger, that tl 
were brought againſt it. 
Judas, being informed of the approach of Antiochtis, raiſed a 
the ſiege from before the citadel, and marched the ready way A 
to meet the enemy, pitching his'tents upon the very entrance 7 
into the flreights of Beth - Zacharia, about ſeventy furlongs from tl 
the adverſary, Antiochus upon this quitted the Bethlurites, 1 
| and encamped withindiſtance of engaging Judas, appointed his N 
{ aimy by pcep of day to put themſelves upon their march in f 
onder of battle. But the place being too narrow for the ele- e 
| hants to march in front, they were forced into a defile with a 


thouſand foot, and five hundred horſe upon the guard of every 1 
elephant, and fo to advance one after another, with a tower or \ 
cattle upon their backs, charged with archers, while the reſt = 
df the troops mounted on the hills on both ſides, under the f 
command of ſuch officers and friends that the king could con- 
de ia: from this aſcent they gave the attack, with ſo horrid a 
out and clamour, that the. vallics all rang with the eccho, ſo | 
that. with the hideous out-cry, and the dazling flaſhes of their | 
| gold and brazen bucklers, e be more ſu ring. | 
But. this was all to Judas, no more than empty pomp and noiſe; 
or he received them ſo bravely, and without any fort of daunt 
or apprehenſion, that he killed about fix hundred of them up- 
en the firſt encounter. While they were thus engaged, Eleazar, 
F, © Gtherwiſe called Auranes, the brother of Judas taking notice 
of one elephant that was capariſoned with 1icher irappings | 
than the reſt, made his way with a generous reſolution thoro. 
all the guards te that beaſt ; taking tor granted, that the king 
himſelt was upon her: when he had cut part of his oppoſers to 
pieces on each hand, and forced the reſt to clear his paſſage, he 
crept under the belly of the elephant, and wounded bim to 
death, himiſclf alſo pcriſhing under the weight of the beat, up- 
en his fall. He had the honour and the comfort however 40 
ye in the proſpect and attempt of a glorious action, and en- 


2 a with the dead bodies of his enemies round about 
- him, | 


Iuqdas finding himſelf ſo exceedingly over-number'd, drew oft 
the ſiege of the fortreſs at jeruſalem again, when Anyochus' 
ſent one part of his army to fa down before Bethſura, and with 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 19 
the remainder of it went to Jeruſalem. The Bethſurites were 


ſo diſanimated upon the appearance of theſe N eſpeci- | 


ally by their want of proviſions, that they found themſelves un- 
der a neceſſity of delivering up the place, which they did vpon 
conditions, with ſolemn articles that there ſhould beno violence 
or moleſtations offered them whatſoever. But Antiochus was 
no more a ſlave to his word than the preſent French tyrart; 
and therefore kept his faith no farther than the bare ſaving cf 
their lives; for the inhabitants wer all turned naked out of 
the town, and a garriſon of his on {ſettled in their ſtead, 
But the ſiege of the temple held them in work yet a long time 
after, by a moſt obſtinate defence: for all their machines and 
approaches were {till eluded with counterworking and deſigns. 


Their only diſtrels was want of bread, for having already ſpent 
their Faſl year's (tore, and this happening to fall out upon the 


ſeventh ycar, when by the jewiſh law they could neither plow 


nor ſow; great numbers of the ** ſlipt out of the town only 


for want of proviſion; inſomuch that there were hardly hands 
enough left to defend the place. 

At the very nick of time came intelligence to the king and his 
general Lyſias, that Philip had uſurp 'd the government, and 
was marching toward them at the head of an army out of Per» 


| fa: fo that they came to a ſecret reſoJution betwixt themſelves, 
to quit the ſiege, ſeek Philip out, and give him battle; but to 


carry the deſign ſo private, that neither officer nor ſoldier ſhould 
ſo much as gueſs at it, Wherefore the king ordered Lyſias 
(without . mentioning the name of Philip) to enter into a dif- 
courſe with the commanders and foldiers about the ſiege, the 
{irength of the place, and that it would be a work of dime to 
take it; beſides, that being brought to a pinch now for Want 


of corn, and the king's buſineſs requiring his preſence Elfe- 


where, they could not do better than to come to ſome fort of 


agreement with them, tho” upon the condition of allowing them 


the free exerciſe of their particular religion, laws and cuſtoms. 
And this being granted, which had been the only ground of all 
their rebellions, the king might go back again when he pleas'd, 


without any farther trouble. This Lyſias having communicat- 
ed to the army, the ſoldiers were highly pleaſe with the pro- 


poſal. 


the king diſpatched a herald away to. Judas, and the beſiege 


Vn an offer of peace; and a free enjoyment and exerciſe of 
- their laws and conſciences, which they very readily agreed to 


and upon the ſecurity of oath and honour for the performance 


of articles, they deliver'd up the temple. But tho' Antiochus 
kept his articles better here than at Bethſura, yet upon his 
taking poſſeſſion of it, he found it ſo very ng that withgut 
any regard to his oath, and promiſe, he order” 


— 


— 
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1 hings being thus concerted and agreed upon in the army; | 


his ſoldiers kò0 
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demoliſh the walls, and lay them level with the ground; which 
was executed. accordingly. After which, Antiochus went a- 
2 Philip, who had uſurped the crown, and overcoming 
im, took him priſoner, and ordered him to be put to death. 
About this time, Demetrius, the ſon of Seleucus, being fled 
away from Rome, poſleſs'd himſelf of Tripolis in Syria, and 
taking the crown upon him, with as many mercenaries as he 
could get together, invaded the country, the people coming 
over to hun in whole fhoals, and received him with open arms; 
and as a farther inſtance of their affection to him, they ſeized 
ppon the perſons of Antiochus and Lyſias, and brought them 
priſoners to Demetrius, by whoſe command they were both 
unmediately put to death. 
Demetrius having in his party a great number of profligate 
ews, that had bcen baniſhed for notorious crimes, together 
th Alcimus the high- prieſt at the head of them; tlicſe came 
to Demetrius, and all joined in one common complaint againſt 
the whole people of the Jews, but more eſpecially againſt Judas 
Maccabeus and his brethren, whom they charg'd with the de- 
Hruction of as many of the king's friends as fell into their 
arcs, and with the ejection of themſelves out of che land too. 
Wherefore they requeſted Demetrius to ſend ſome particular 
pes he could confide in, to examine matters in Judea, and 
ce what havock Judas had made there, ; 
Demetrius in a great heat, ſends away Bacchides upon this 
errand, putting Alcimus likewiſe into the ſame commitſon, whom 
he diſp.tch'd with an army, and orders to fall upon 1 and 
his followers, Bacchides with theſe troops march'd ꝗirectly 
iuto Judea, where he gave Judas and his brethren a ſpecious 
and ſolemn invitation to come to a better underſtanding with 
him, deſigning, under the colour of a peacable and friendly diſ- 
polnzon, to draw them into the toil, and then to {urprize them: 
but Judas ſeeing him attended with ſuch an army, and that be 
was father in the poſture of an enemy than a friend, kept hint» 
elf en his guard, without giving any credit to his pretenſions. 
ut ſome that were not ſo cautious, going over to them, Bac- 
chides ſoon let them feel the effects of their fooliſh credulity, 
cutting about ſixty of them to pieces upon the place, contrary 
to his jolemn oath before paſs d, that no violence ſhould be of - 
fer'd culter to themſelves, pr any of their party. This perfidy 
of his, however, ſerv'd for a warning to the reſt not ta come 
pear him. And therefore commanding all the Jewss: bey 
Aleimus, and leaving part of his army with him, forthe ſecu : 


Antioch. F< = 7» 

In the mean time, Alcimus aiming to ſettle himſelf in the 
dignity of the high ptieſthood, which could not be done with» 
gut the good will of the people, utcd all the popular arts of 
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rity of the province, he return ' d back to king Peiiktriss at 
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hunulity and addreſs to ingratiate himſelf with the multitude ; | 
and having by ſuch wheedling ways doubled the number of his. | 
f#lowers, he ravaged the country, and deſtroyed all he could 
et into his clutches that were friends to Judas ; who at laſt 
ound hianfeif obliged to take the ſame meaſures when he met 
the partizans of Alcimus ; who not being able to hold out a- 
gainſt ſudas, betook himſelf ro Demetrius for ſupport, incitin 
that prince againit ſudas all that he could, with feign'd and 
malicious ſtoties. So that Judas, by that means, became ſuch 
an eye fore to Demetrius, that he found himſelf very uneaſy 
to think what would be the iſſue of things, ſeeing Judas every 
day grew more formidable, increaſing in ſtrength and reputa- 
tion. And thereupon he ſent Nicanor againſt him with a body 
of men which he judg d capable of reducing him; with a po- 
ſitive order to make war upon the whole nation of the Jews, and 
to give no quarter, | f 7 
icanor having receiv'd this commiſſion, thought it to be ea- 
ſier to inveigle Judas to him by a ſhew of friend({hip, and fo 
affect his ruin that way, than by downrig!1t blows ; which he 
purſu'd with ſo much ſeeming fairneſs, atteſting his ſincerity 
with ſuch ſolemn oaths, that Fudas and his brethren had like 
to: have been entrap'd thereby; buy Nicanor giving the ſignal 
to take Judas too ſoon, he had thereby an opportunity to make 
his eſcape. The treachery being diſcovered, there was nothing 
but open force to he uſed on both tides, which coming to a 
battle near Chapharſalama, Judas was worlted, and forced int ; 
the caſtle of Jeruſzlem. After which, Nicanor having in vain 
threatned the prie''s and elders of the Jews with the laying 
their temple in rubbih, if they did not deliver up Judas, he 
left Jeruſalem, and pitch'd his tents in Betheren, where he was 
joined with 2 great reinforcement from Syria. Judas, with 
only a thonſand men, was encamped at Aclaſi, within thirty 
n of the enemy : Judas encouraged his handful of men 
to tfult to the arm of Omniporence. which would certainly be 
on their fide : exhortino them to fall on like valiant men, and 
commit the iſſue to Gd. They did ſo, and Nicanor. himſelf 
being ſlain, the army immediately ſcattered, and threw away 
their arms, that nothing might impede their flight. Judas, loſing 
no time in the purſuit, cut them down without mercy or quar- 
ter; and making proclamations as he went along of the victory 
he had obtained. the people every where fell ſo bloodily upon 
them that Hed, that of nine. thouſand men (which was the nam- 
ber of Niganor's army) there were hardly one creature eſcap- | 
ed. In memory of which ſignal victory the ſews ever after- J. 
Ward kept an anniverſary thankſgiving on, the day on which it $4 
was obtained, which was upon the thirteenth day of Adnar, 
aol wering to our February. a6 $a _— 
And here it muſt not paſs without notice, that Alcimus, he 
TOTS) | treacherous 
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treacherous high-prieſt, deſigning to have the old wall of the 
ſanQtuary pulled down, and the work of the antient prophe's 
demoliſhed, at the very inſtant of the ordering of it, was truck 


by a divine hand, with ſo judicial a ſtroke, that he fell doun 


upon the ground ſpeechleſs, where he lay languiſhing a wiaile 
in miſerable torments, and then died, after having been four 
rears in the office of the pontificate, and his project died with 
by: The people unanimouſly chuſing Maccabeus for his ſuc- 
Cefor. 
Judas Maccabeus being now high prieſt, hearing of the fame, 
juſtice, and power of the Romans, and of the high conqueſts 
they had made, had a great mind to enter into a league with 
them; and therefore ſent Epolemus the ſon of ſohn, and [aſen 


the ſon of Eliazar, two very good friends of his to Reme, de- 


firing to be admitted jnto the number of their allies ; and that 
they would write to Demetrius not to be any longer trouble- 
ſome to the Jews for the time to come. The Roman ſenate 
was ſo well pleaſed with the propoſals, and the terms, that 
they conſented to the league, and paſs'd an order ſoon aſter ia 
favour of it. 

But notwithſtanding this alliance with the Romans, upon the 
tidings of Nicanor's death, and the defear of the army, Deme- 
trius ſent Bacchides a ſecond time into Tudea, who advanc'd 
with freſh troops to Arbela, a town of Galilee, and encamping 
thece, forc'd a great many Jews out of the caves where they 
had hid themſelves : and hearing that Judas and his people 
were at Bethzeth. he poſted thither with all the ſpeed he could, 


vhs had at that time but poor one thouſand men in all; where- 


as Bacchides had twenty thouſand foot, and rwo thouſand horſe, 
to encounter him. This great inequality cauſed two hundred 
of Judas's men to {lip from him, for fear of being over-power- 
ed; and yet Judas kept up his heart ſtill, and fixed his reſolu - 
tion, maugre all, to put it upon the iſſue of a battle; defiring 
only that his men would ſtand by him, and follow his example. 


But they told him how vain a thing 'twould be to fight with 


fluch inſuperable odds; adviſing him rather to attempt an ho- 


* 
« 


nourable retreat, by which means he might, perbaps, reinforce 
himſelf : no, replied the heroick Judas. it ſhall never be ſaid, 
that the ſun ever ſaw Judas turn his back upon an enemy, If it 
ſhould be our lot now to die, God's will be done. provided 
that we do not blaſt the reputation of a glerious life with an 
ignominious death. With theſe words he had raifed the cou» 
rage of his ſoldiers up to his own pitch, and fortified them for 
the enſuing combat. Bacchides, having ranged his army, 
founded a charge, and, with a military ſhont, gave the onſet; 
which Judas anſwer'd him in the ſame manner. The battle was 


hard fought on both ſides, continuing from morning till tpwards 
I» fag-ſet, When Judas ſecing the danger his men were in, by b 
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the enemy's right wing, commanded by Bacchides, an. con- | 
ſiſting of the very flower of his army, Judas preſs'd upon them, 
and came in with a band of hearty and. couragious youths to 
their relief, and breaking their line, pierced into the body of 
them, routed and gave them chaſe as far as Aza. But Judas 
could not do every thing himſelf; and the enemy's left win 
followed him ſo very cloſe, that he was now beſet on all hands, 
and cut off from all poſſibility of eſcaping : upon which he and 
all his people ſtood their ground, and fought it out, to fell their 
lives as dear as they could; till, in the coneluſion, after a flaughs 
ter of their enemies, Judas and . were ſo ſpent 
and wearied ont, that they ſeemed at laſt rather tired than o- 
vercome ; nor did they fall unrevenged. And thus did this glo- 
$jious Hero finiſh the laſt ſcene of his life, with a reſolution ſuit- 
able to the reſt of his inimitable actions, by which he had ac- 
quired and left an immortal memory to all poſterity, his life 
and death being all of a piece. There is no queſtion. but that 
the loſs of ſo brave a commander mult he alſo the loſs of the 
victory; for thoſe that were left never ſtood to diſpute it after 
he was fallen; for they preſently diſperſed and fled. The two 
brothers, Simon and Jonathan, afterwards treated with the e- 
nemy for the body of their brother, which they buried at Mo- 
din, in the ſepulchre of his father, (to whoſe virtues, as well 
as blood, he had ſherved hinxelf fo truly ally'd) with all funes 
ral magnificence. | | 

After the death of Judas, the condition of the Jews was very a1 
deplorabte ; and the apoſtate Jews made it their buſineſs to take | 
up all that had been the friends and partizans of Judas, and to 
deliver them to Bacchides, who tortur'd them at pleaſute; and, 
in the end, put every man Bf them to death. 

This made 1! thuſe that had wiſhed well to Judas, join in a 
requeſt to Torathas, to follow his brether's example; who had 
ſacrificed h\micli for the liberties of his country, and alſo to 
take upon bim his command ; the whole nagion being under 
ſuch deſperate circuraſtances. that rhey muſt all periſh without 
a leader. To which ſonathan . am ready to do or to 
ſuffer any thiug for the publick good. Upon which he was, by 
the unanimous conieat of the people, choſen their governor 
and captain general. Which Bacchides was no ſooner inform'd 
of, but he endeavour'd, by treachery, to take off both Jonas 
than and his brother Simon; hut they were both ſo well aware 
thereof, that they provided for their {afery, by withdrawing 
into a neighbouring deſart, with what ſtrength > Os were able 
to get together upon fo ſhort a warning. e 

Bacclides Hook d upon their retreat into the wildernefs as no 
other than a flight from him, and ſo march'd preſently towards 
them with all his troops. Jonathan hereupor-fear his brother 
Joha to the Arabian Nabathites (being in friendſhip with 8 15 
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for leave only to depoſite their baggage in their cuſtody, till 
they ſhould have engag'd Bacchides. But as John was upon 
the way, the ſons of Amareus made a fally out of Madeba up- 
| on the convoy, kilFd ſohs himſelf upon the place, and all his 
ple, and took all their carriages, and whatever elſe they 
d about them. This added to the calamity of the two bro- 
thers ; but it was now no time to Thew their reſentment, 
Bacchides, underſtanding Where Jonathan lay encamp'd, re- 
ſolv'd to attack him on the ſabbath-day, 1 reap an ad- 
vantage from the ſuperſtitious reverence they had for it : But 
Jonathan having made them ſenſible of the abſolute neceſſity 
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there waz for fighting on that day, they wade a ſignal charge 
upon the Pens, killing two thouſand of them, and then ſecur- 
ing themſAves on the other ſide of Dan. 


Soon after this, intelligence was brought to the two brothers, 
that there was a famous wedding in hand between one of the 
ſons of Amareus and the daughter of an illuſtrious Arabian ; 
* "that the ſons of Amareus were to be at the wedding, and the 
bride to be conducted in a {ſplendid pomp, from the city Gaba- 
tha. Jonathan and Simon laid hold on the opportunity to re- 
venge themſelves for the death of their brother lohn; and 
baſtened away towards Medabah, to way-lay the people that 
were to aſſiſt at this wedding, by an ambuſh they had planted 
in the mountains. Upon the coming of the bridegroom and his 
bride, with a long train of their friends, as is uſual in ſuch 
caſes, the party ſallied out upon them, and cut them all off, 
bride and bridegroom, and all their company, without ſavin 
one creature, together with their wives and children, as. 
V to the number. of four hundred, carrying off all the 
y entire, and thereby doing juſtice to their murdered bro- 
_=_ And ſo returned again to their quarters beyond Jor- 
. * having ſetil'd garriſons in Judea, went back to his 
miaſter; by which Fans the Jews for above two years time, 
continued in ſome tolerable quiet: but their apoſtate brethren, 
- _. Who were always their moſt implacable enemics, being gall'd 
at their very fouls to ſee Jonathan and his people ſo much at 
eaſe; again ſolicited Demetrius, that — might once 
more be ordered to reduce Jonathan abſolutely into his power, 
VE 1 it might be ealily done; and that one night's time 
EE :!- Would do it, in which they might ſurprize both him and his 
_* "ſoldiers. , Demetrius yielded to their importunity, diſpatched 
Þ  Bacchides into Judca, who ſent letters up and down tg all the 
King's friends to give him their aſſiſtance, towards the ſeizing of 
Jonathyn ſo they laid their heads together to entrap him; 
Hut finding one time after another that all fail'd, for Jonathan 
1 being forewarned was prudently cautious. This difappoint- 
meat, cauſed Bacchides in a tranſport of rage, to impare the 
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left the defence of the place to his brother Simon; and with 
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miſcarriage not ſo much to Jonathan's caution, as the treachery 
of the apoltate ſews, who he ſaid did bur make ſport with the 
_ orders; and In that freak pat fifty of their chief men 
to death, © 

But Jonathan and his brother finding themſelves too weak for 
Bacchides, withdrew into the wilderneſs to a village called Be- 
thalaga, and fortified it with works and walls, to ſerve, in caſe 
of need. for a retreat. Upon this intelligence, Bacchides 
marched away to them with all the force he could make, both 
of his own troops and the 2uxihary forces of the Jews open» *' 
me his trenches immediately againit the place; anc for ſome 
days carried on his approaches; Jonathan, on the other fide, * 
making a very ſtout reſiſtance. While matters ſtood thus, he 


fach a body of men as he was able ro draw together out of the 
neighbourhood, he himfelf ſtole away by night, and fell upon 
Bacchides in his quarters. killing a great many of his men; and 
by the havock and confulion that enſued upon it, Simon came 
quickly to underſtand that it was his brother's doing, Upon 
hich diſcovery he made a ſally, burnt their machines, cut off 
great many of their people, and ſo retarned. Bacchides was 
o amazed with this aſſault upon his front and rear, and the 
miſcarriages of an attempt he thought himſelf to be ſure of 
that it put him abſolutely beſide his reaſon ; but all was Jai 
ſtill at the door of the Jewiſh impoſtors, that had practiſed 
with the king to ſend hi on this expedition. This being ſo, 
his chief care was to conſider how the ſiege might be raifed. 
without loſs of bonohr, both to the king and himſelf; and how 
the army might be drawn off without ignominy. 

Whilſt this difficulty was unde his care, Jonathan had ſome 
how got an inkling of what Bae&hides had in his thoughts, took. 
the opportunity o | 


ofals of a mutual love and a Pg condition of re- 
ealing all priſoners on both ſides, and not tb do any act of ho · 
(tity one to the other: which being readily accepted by Bac - 
chides, he ratified it, and returned to the king at Antioch, 
without ever returaing back into Judea. And Jonathas, being 

in a ſettled condition of peace, applied himſelf to the buſine is © 
of the government, and the adminiſtration of law and juſtices... 


forces that were in garriſon, out of an averſion they had to 


Demetrius, as a man proud and haughty; for he haSentertain-: / 


not far from Antioch, where he dron'd away h 
the. government to ſhift for itſelf, an ſuffering nobody 
at im. Bat upon this 1 ereſenuy d lis 


ed an humoar of meving up himſelf in « cafe well forcty'd, | {1 


to come 
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being beforehand with him upon that ne- 7 
ceſſary point, and fo ſent him n honourable meſſage, with pro © 


Boon after this, Alexander the ſon of Antiochus Epiphare s, 
took poſſeſhon of Ptolemais in Syria, by the confedericyof the * 
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gether, © 
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gether, and marched with his army againſt him, ſending alſo 
an embaſſy to Jonathan, with propoſals of a league and lance 
betwixt them; which he the rather did, to prevent his joyn- 
ing with Alexander. The contents of this lcague was, to au- 
thorize him to levy men, provide arms, and ſet the boltages 
at liberty that Bacchides had committed priſoners to the ca'tle. 
Upon the receit of this letter from Demetrius, fonathan went 
2way preſently to ſeruſalem, where he read it publickly in the 
hearing of the garriſon and all the people. The profligates 
were extreamly ſtartled to ſee Jonathan on a ſudden ſo much in 
favour, who neglected not this opportunity to carry on his le- 
vies, ſet the hoſſages at liberty, ordering ſume to fee them ſafe- 
ly convey'd to their parents. And making ſeruſalem the place 
of his reſidence, he fortify'd, alter'd, and repair'd it, at his 
leaſure, rebuilding and ſtrengthning the walls with ſquare 
ones of a mighty bigneſs, for th- better defence of the place. 
So that now the Macedonians, that were diſpers'd up and don 
in ſeveral] garriſons, quitted their ſtations upon this change at 
Jeruſalem : but thoſe in Bethſura, and the tower at [eruſilem, 
being for the moll part Jewiſh deſerters, thought it not ſafe tor 
them to ſtir oat of their holes. | | 
We have already ſhewed how Alexander the ſon of Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, had poſſeſs'd himſelf of tolemais, upon which 
Demetrius ſent an embaſſy to Jonathan, in order to make an 
alliance betwixt them. We are here farther to acquaint the 
reader, that Alexander knew the character of Jonathan as well 
as Demetrius, and had a high eſteem for his courage and ex- 
pleits; nor was he a (tranger to the indignities that had been 
put upon him both by Demetrius and Bacchides; and tho' he 
alſo knew of the fair promiſes lately made by Demetrius, yet 
he reſolved, if it were poſſible, to be before hand with him, in 
making an alliance, and entring in aſſociation with Jonathan ; 
and therefore immediately diſpatched a letter to him, wherein 
he not only made a tender of amity to him, but alſo pronounced 
and ordained him the high-prieft of the ſews, and adopted him 
into the roll of his friends, ſcuding him a purple robe aud a 
crown of gold. . hs ; 
Jonathan had no ſooner received this meſſage and preſents, 
| but he put on the ſacerdatal robes, and took upon him the of- 
ice of the high-prieſthood ; and at the ſame tune applied him- 
elf to the levying of troops, and making a large proviſion of 
-_ arms, Demetrius ſoon became ſenſible of his error, in not be- 
ad with his competitor ; yet would not decline 
ing the ktmolt he could {till ; and therefore ſengglettek to 
nathan with a moſt magoificent grant to the peo 
e wherepf was, That their taxes ſhould be ah 
pm. to be 'pecounted holy, and to have the pri 
or pity of refuge, with an cxemption den n 
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this while nevertheleſs. The king's heart was fo foftned by: 


in a greater matter, ſo ſoon -1 ws he could quit tits 
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and tributes ; that the citadel ſhould be deliver'a up to Tona- 
than the high-prieſt, and garrilon'd with ſuch Jews as he ſhould 
make choice of; that all Jewith priſoners thould he at liberty: 
thut their ſabbaths and ſolemn feaſts ſhall be days of liberty and 
iramunity to the Jews, and three days before they come: that 
three thouſand of them ſhall be taken into pay, at the rate of 
his own guard, the better ſort to be received as domeſticks of 
his royal fanuly : that they ſhall have the tree exerciſe of their 
own laws and religion: that he will allow fifteen theuſand 
ſhekels of filver towards the charge of facritices :* that the 
ffmple ſhall be made a place of refuge, and the wall repaired 
and foryfied at the charge of Demetrius. 2 1 

After which, the two kings put the iſſue of their reſpective 
titles to a battle, in which Demetrius, after having done all. 
that a man can do, was at laſt forced to tetite, and leave the 
victory to Alexander. . : 

But Jonathan at this time ſtanding fair with both, drew to - 
emer all the forces he was abte to raiſe out of Judea, and ſet 

imſclf down before the citadel of Jeruſalem, with a reſolmi- 

on to diflodge the Macedoniau garriſon and , Jews that 
had taken ſanctuaty therein, and who were ſo bold and conſi- 
dent in the ſtrength of the place, that they at firſt gave ſona- 
than a moſt contemptuons defiance ; but were ſoon after glad- 
to ſend to Demetrius for ſuccour. This intelligence put Deme- 
trius into ſuch a caſe, that he immediately marched our with 
his army from Antioch towards Jonathan; and upon his acti- 
val at Ptolemais, he ſent for him by letters to come to hun, 


r upon this invitation, took with him ſeveral rich pie⸗ 
ſents of gold, ſilver, glorious garments, and other precious Cu»: 
rioſities; and attended with the prieſts and elders, made 8 


compliment of them to Demetrius; the ſiege going forward all 


this generous way of reſpect, that he received both Janathan,- 7 
and his preſents with great honour, and confirmed him in the 
ontificate conferred upon him by his anceſtors ; and was fo, 
ar from giving any credit to the calumny and fuggeſion _— 2 
the rabble of the fugitive Jews, that 2 Jonathan's ſingle 
requelt for an abatement of the tribute of Judea, together Wʃ1 WW 
the dependencies of Samaria, Joppa, and Galilee, he readily 
granted it, and wrote to Laſthehas in their favour. 
Jonathan all this while continu'd the liege of the citadel. of. 
Jeruſalem, with a reſolution not only to clear that caltle, bun 
other ſtrong holds alſo in the country, where the fagitive Jews,” 
ſheltered themſelves in garriſon : ſo that he fent an emba y 8 Þ 
Demetrius upon this occaſion, deſiring him to, withdraw. alt Rs. 
men that were in any of the fortreſſes of Jude; whole es 
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the preſent war, which found him ſo much work, he was not 
at liberty to do any thing elſe; adjuring him withal. by all 
that was ſacred in friendſhip, to ſend him a ſupply of men, 
= Fforthat his own troops were gone over to the enemy. Jonathan 

| Shona after ſent the king a ſupply of three thouſand choice men, 
which did more ſervice than all the reſt of kis forces; he ſend- 


courage he ſtood indebted for his ſucceſs. ' Yet was Demetrius 
Io ingrateful, that not long after he threatned Jonathan with 
= war, if he did hot for the future make good thoſe tributes to 
himſelf, which the Jews had formerly paid to his predeceſſors. 
And he had been as good as his word in that matter, tad not 
Tryphon diverted, by ſetting the crown upon the head of 
young Antiochus, who making open war upon Demetrius, 
_worlted him in a ſet battle, made himſelf maſter of his ele- 
Phants, and of the city of Antioch; and forced him back into 
Cilicia. 


32 Antiochus, upon this revolution, {ent an embaſſy to Jonathan 
An the ſtile of his friend and ally, eſtabliſhing him in the ponti- 
||} . cate, put him in poſſeſſion of the four governments that 
Vvere "ſt; ned to — and gave his brother Simon the com- 
mand . of all his forces, from Tyre to the borders of Sidon, 
Hreſentiag Jonathan beſides with ſeveral drinking cups of gold, 
purple garments, with a golden buckle, and the priviledge of 
uſing and wearipg thaſe enſigns of tate: 1 him alſo in 
che roll of his choiceſt friends. Tonathan was ſo ſenſible of the 
wultiplied bounties and marks af honour that he had received 
Antiochus, that he forthwith diſpatched away an expreſs 
$0 him and Tryphon, both in one, with a molt affectionate ten- 
ger of his friend{liip and ſervice, with all * . to join a- 
Saint Demetrius as a common enemy; reflecting alſo upon 
* Him at the ſame time, as the moſt ungrateful of men in return- 
T ang fo much evil for ſo much good. 


ad Phenicia, and from thence to all the neighbouring towns 
mnd cities, where he was received with great honour in appear- 
=. ance, but got no ſoldiers among them. Upon his coming after- 
17 to Alkalon, he was entertain'd with formalities and pre- 
” Yents; where he took occaſion to lay before them (as he had 
3 gone at other places) how much it was their intereſt $8 their 
7 "duty to take up arms againſt Demetrius for Autiochus, having 

Jo fair an opportunity before them to reckon with him now for 
old ſcores: andfo far he wrought upon them by his advice and 
reaſoning, that they promiſed ſupplies. But advancing to Gaza, 


the deſign of the fame good offices to Antiochus, he 
the gates ut againſt him, the people obſtinately dec 
N, M Joanttian tous fo bes, 
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teltimony of their valour, acknowledging that it was to their 


.  Jooathar Joon. after fell to raiſing of men, both in Syria 
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before placed an ambuſh under a mountain, and marched to- 
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forthwith divided his army upon it, affaulting the town with 
one part, while the other laid waſte the country: ſo that the” 
inhabitants ſeeing nothing but inevitable deſtruction before their 
eyes, and no appearance of any relief ſrom Demetrius made a 
ſcafonable and ſbmiſſive application to Jonathan by their de- 
'putics, who were by bim as freely reccived into his intere 
and friendſhip. | ; 

Demetrius in the mean time encamp'd with a ſtrong army 
before Cedaſa, upon the borders of Tyre and Galilee, deſign- 
ing to draw Jonathan out of Syria, by way of diverſion, to the 
aſſiſtance of Galilee, preſuming he would firft look to his +} 
8 But Jonathan notwithſtanding, made all the ſpe 
he could to encounter him, leaving his brother Simon to take 
care of Judea in his abſence, Simon at the ſame- time, with, 
what men he could get together out of that country, march 
up to Bethſura, affaulted it, and preſſed it fo cloſe, that (al- 
tho” it was accounted the moſt defenſible place in all Judea} - 
they ſent a meſſenger to Simon, only for leave to quit the place 
without moleſtation or violence, and to have free liberty to 
march away to Demetrius. Simon granted them their own con- 

ition, and put another garriſon in the place. 1 

Jonathan at this time moving from Galilee, advanced inte 
the plain of Aſor, not dreaming of any enemy in that quarter _ 
bdut a party of Demetrius's having notice of his deſign the day 


 <comply'd with. 


wards him with their body in the plain field. Jonathan no ſoon- 

er ſaw them in order of batile, but he gave his men the belt 

orders he, could in ſo ſhort a time, how to govern themſelves wa. 
_ action ; Ae the Jews cone bo + the ambuſh. 
they turned their backs immediately for fear of being cope 
up Lerween two bodies, and ſo all cut off. The terror-was le - 
general, that Jonathan had hardly a man to ſtand by him; ſave 
— two captains of his guards, Methias the fon of Aptolon, * 
and Judas the ſon of Capſeas, who with a band of fifty brave - 
fellows, ſtood their ground, and made fo deſperate a charge 
upon the enemy's front, that they fought rather like mad mem + 
than ſoldiers. Jonathan's deſerters g the enem doubrſol 


and ſtaggering, in this confulion made head and yd; 
falling ja upon them afreſh, killed two thouſand upon the place, 
purſuiog the reſt to Cedaſa, up to their y — = + han, 
after this glofious victory, return'd to Jeruſalem, and upon | 
reputation he had then gotten, ſends embaſſadort ic Rome 
Lacedemon, with a commiſſion to renew an alliance with-themg.* : 


and his embaſſadors were well received, and his delires readily 
| | SEEN of Demetrius were now adyanci 


towards 
JonAhan, at the head of an army more numerous chan what 3 

+ _ Uhry had before, in liopes 1 rn 0 
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© their laſt overthrow. But Jonathan having intelligence that 


| . they were a coming, made all the haſte he could to meet them 


at Amathias, with a reſolution to oppoſe their paſſage into Ju- 
dea; encamping himſelf within fifty furlongs of the enemy, 
ſending ſcouts abroad to know how they were poſted, and which 
way they bent their deſign. By the return of the ſpies, and 
ſome priſoners they had taken that night, Jonathan found that 
their deſign was to ſurprize him in his quarters. So that he put 
every thing immediately into a poſture of defence, planting his 
watches and outguards to the belt advantage, keeping bis men 
In arms all night, and telling them what viſitants he —_— 
that they might not be ſurpriſed. But it ſeems the officers of 


Demetrius underſtood their defign was diſcovered, which ſo 


broke their meaſures, that inſtead of attacking Jonathan, they 
gave him the ſlip under the covert of the night. The next 
morning, by peep of day, Jonathan marched up_with a reſolu- 
tion to force then camp; but finding it abandoned, he in vain 


| * the fugitives, who had got into a place of ſafety before 
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oe what he ſaid. 
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couid overtake them. | | 
Simon in the mean time made a progreſs through Judea and 
Paleſtine, as far as Aſkalon, garriſored all the places of defence, 
and then took poſſeſhon of Joppa, putting a ftrong guard into 
it, t6 keep the inhabitants in awe, who would otherwiſe have 
betray'd the town to Demetrius, | 
Matters being thus diſpoſed, Jonathan and Simon returned 
to Jeruſalem, and ſummoning the people into the temple, put 
them upon repairing of the ruinous walls, not only ab 
holy 3 but about the city alſo, fortitying them with high 
and-ubſtanta! . wers'; wo tony 
to cut off all communication between the caſtle and the city, 
and putting good garriſons into other convenient 1 to 
keep the country in a defenſible condition. All which was put 
in execution, the people being highly pleaſed with the reaſon 


And now Demetrins advanc'd into Meſopotamia, having a 
detign not only of ſubduing that country, but alſo of takin 
Babylon itſelf, the Greeks and Macedonians thereabouts hay- 
ing 1cnt' bim fevcral em aſſies and iuvitations to come over to 
them, promiling to aſſiſt him with their arms againſt Arſaces the 
king of Parthia. Demetrius, upon theſe aflurances, immedis 

teſy moves towards them; and with them, putting himſelf at 


ate ö 
the Lead of a brave army, makes war upon Arlaces; by whom 


out the 


them alſo to erect another wall, 


he was utterly routed, his whole body deltroyed, and himielf 


taken priſoner. 3 
This miſcarriage of Demetrius makes Tryphon relinquiſhgis 
oh 


retended faith to Antiochus, and endeavour, by removin 


aſter our of 
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true friend to Antiochus ; and therefore, to rid his hands of. 
(norms, this was his contr:yance :; he went from Antioch to 
ethſen, alias Scythopolis, where he found Jonathan with forty 
thouſand choice men at his heels, that were ready to ſerve him 
in caſe of need. Tryphon ſeeing Jonathan ſo well attended, 
ſoon ſaw there was no good to be done by down-right force; 
and therefore reſolves to go azother way to work, and impole 
upon him by pieſents and fair words; giving it in charge to his 
officers, to pay the ſame reſpe& and obedience to Jonathan, as _ 
they did to fücnſelf 4 — by theſe ways of infinuation, to 
cover the treachery of his falſe heart, and berray Jonathan, 
tor want of caution, to a mortal credulity and ſurprize: whic 
he brought about by paying ſuch a reſpe& to Jonathan, and 
telling him, that the war being now at an end, he would do 
well to diſcharge his army, as a burden there was no occaſion 
for; but (till adviſing to keep a competent guard about his per» 
ſon ; and that they might go together to Ptolemais, for that 
he was reſolzed to pu- hi in poſſe ſſion of that city, and of all 
the foriteſſes rhergathinit; for; laid he, I am new come hither 
3 pyrpoſe to deliver thofe places into your hands. Jonathan, 
WHC. 
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c inucency would not permit him to fu ſoa any villany 
under ſuch iatr pretences, diſmiſs'd his army, all but three thous. 
ſand men, whereof he left two in Galilee, and carried the third 
along with him, in company with Tryphon, to Ptolemais. But 
he was no fooner entered the town, with his people, but the 
inhabitants, according to their inſtructions, thut the gates upon 
him, took Jonathan himſelf alive, and cut off all his ſoldiers 
every man of them; and part of the army was ſent to Galilee” 

to murder the other two thouſand there, as they had done 
their fellows ; but they having timely notice of their treachery 
to Jonathan, took themſelves to their arms immediately upon 
the report, and ſo made their eſcape, Tryphon's men not car- 
ing to go after them leſt they ſhould have revenged the death 
of their fellows. | fo 

The news of Jonathan's impriſonment, and the maſſacre of - 
his men, {truck the inhabitants of Jeruſalem with an inconſol- 
able ſorrow, out of the love they bore him; but with an un- 
ſpeakable appreheuſion over and above of the miſeries that they 
lay expoſed to in the conſequence of his death, even to the ha- 
zard of the whole nation, by letting looſe thoſe enemies upon 
them, on this cccalion, that ſtood in awe of them before. 
| god were they miſtaken in their conjecures, as the ſequel will „ 

u cw. 55 . 5 Ac 

In this low ſtate of the Jews affairs, Simon obſerving their + 
| 8 2 whe has fallen 2 he, dut of an affecdi· 
© -_ -onate-Zeal to keep up their ſpirits, aflembled the people doge 
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rouſly and frankly I myſelf, my father, and my brethren, have 
ever expoſed ourſelves to the utmoſt difficulties and hazard for 
dur common liberties : ſo that it is now no new thing in our 
family to > 4 down our lives in the defence of our laws and re- 
ligion à neither am 1 ſo ſenlible of the authority of theſe dome- 
ſtick examples, as to be wrought upon by any terror, to the 
ſacrificing of my honour and my duty for the ſaving of my life. 
eretore, without looking farther for a leader, you have a 
here before you that is ready to do, or to ſuffer all things 
that are great a ＋ for your preſervation and welfare: 
do but you only follow where 1 ſhall lead you, I do not reckon 
' — ry to do better than my brethren ; neither do I value my 
e at a higher rate than they have done theirs before me; nor 
am I ſo degenerate as to think of ſaving that life by cowardiſe, 
when my country and my religion are at ſtake, which our fa- 
mily has ever accounted as the moſt he oical of their adven- 
tures, to part with upon the ſame occaſion : no, no, my friends 
and tiethien, it thall never be faidthar | have derogated from 
the dignity of our family. I make no doubt at all yet, but that 
od in his good time, will, even by my hand avenge you up- 
on the heads of your enemies; deliver you, with your wives 
and children, from your oppteſſors, and vindicate the holy 
e acainit all the abominations and violences of your ma- 
Licious perſecutors. And what is it, in fine, that encourages this 
preſent confedetacy againſt you, but that they look upon 5 
2 meep vnnout a inepherd, or, which is the Tame thing, as an 
army without a leader ? s 
This was the ſpeech of Simon; and there needed notl. ing 
more to be faid-to inflame the multitude, who thereupon imme- 
diately took courage, hog off their fears, and revived their 
courage with the hope of better things: fo that the general 
voice was, none ſo fit as Simon to ſucceed to the command of 
kis brave brothers, * and Jonathan; and therefore let Si- 
mon be our general; and whatever he commands ſhall be o- 
bey d. Simon, being thus inveſted with power, got as many of 
the people tegecher as were fit to bear arms; and ſo fell to 
4 wok upon the walling of the city, and ER it with prong 
add ſtately towers; and that bemg over, he ſent a truſty frien 
i Joppa, with orders to turn the inhabitants out of the town, 
4 K they ſhould deliver it up to Tryphon, whe was now upon 
his march from Ptolemais with a great army; and coming into 
Judea he brought Jonathan with him in bonds; Simon met him | 
with his troops near the city Abdia upon a mountain that over- 
looks the plain. 3 
Tryphon, when he underſtood the Jews had choſen Simon 
| for their general, thought to put a trick upon him, as he had 
done on his brother Jonathan, and ſo ſent him word, that if he 
bad a mind to have his brother Jonathan diſcharged, let him. 
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ſend him a hundred talents of filver, nol two ſons of Jonathan 
along with it for hoftages, that he ſhould not ſeduce Judea from 
their allegiance to the King; pretending that he was only to be 
kept in cuſtody till the king's money ſhould be paid. But Si- 
mon was not to be triok'd, he knew well enough there was 
cheat in it; yet, leſt he ſhould ſeem to be againſt his broth 
liberty on the one hand, or blam'd for delivering up his bro- 
ther's ſons into the hands of an enemy, and loſing fo much mo- 
ney on the other hand; he thought it wiſdom to act with the 
reach circumſpection r leſt the calumny of his bro» 
ther's death ſhould at laſt be left at his door. He therefore 
called a council to debate upon this matter, letting them know 
bottom; but that he 
thought it better to ſend both the money and the ſons at a ven- 
tyre, than to incur a ſuſpicion upon not hearkenmg to Try- 
P on's conditions, as if he were not ſo zealous as he frould be 
or the ſafety of his brother. So the reſolution of the_council - 
Was to ſend both. Tho), after all, Tryphon broke his faith, 
as Simon thought he would, and refuſcd to releaſe Jonathan : 
but went up and down with his army ravaging the country, illi 
he came at laſt to Dora, a city of Idumea, intending to take 
that in his way to Jeruſalem ; Simon keeping up with him {til -- 
Where ever he went, camp againſt camp. | + 
Whilſt Tryphon was upon the way, word was brought him 
from thence, that the garriſon was hard preſſed for want of pro- 
viſions ; and that they deſired he would immediately haſten a+ 
way to their relief. Upon this intelligence he ordered his hotfe__ 
to be in readineſs, for he would march without delay to herr 
ſucecur. But providence put a Remora in his way; for th 
fell ſo great a Inow that night, that the ways were all cover 
and impaſſable, eſpecially tor the horſe. Upon this difſappoitit» 
ment he decamped and went back to Cele- Syria; and path 
through the country of Gilead, cauſed Jonathan, near to 
city of Baſca, to be ſlain and buried there. And from thenggs + 
he returned to Antioch, dn OT 
Simon took care, however to remove Jonathan's bones to h 


mourning : and not only ſo, but he alſo erected a glotious me: 
nument of white poliſh'd marble, to the honour of his family 
Andinthe firſt year of his promotion, he delivered them from the © 
tributes they formerly paid to the Macedonians; and gain'd d 
great an eſteem and authority among the peo le, that &y dats 7 
ed their writings, as well private as publick, in ſuch and ſuch a 

year of Simon the governor of the Jews, and the molt deſerving -. 


ceeded well, both in war and peace, by the advantages. be © 
brought to his friends, and by the victory he obtained over the 
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nia, laying the citadel of Jeruſalem level with the grund; and 
Mot only fo, but cauſed the mountain upon which it ſtood to be 
digged up and plained, * the temple (which was before 
commanded by it) upon. the advantage ground; that ſc it m ght 
not be troubleſome to them again, if it ever ſhoald fall into the 
hands of an enemy prince. | ; 
Try phon, who had as before related, treacherouſly ſeiz'd 
vpon Jonathan, and afterwards as villainouſly put him to death, 
when he had promiſed to ſet him at liberty, ſoon after ſecretly 
murdered his pupil Antiochus, the fon of Alexander; why it 
out that it was only an unlucky accident in his exerciſes that 
brought him to his end : which rumour was ſpread abroad by 
Try phon's emiſſaries, whilſt he made an intereſt among the ſol- 
diers, K ibe force of friends and money, to diſpoſe them to- 
wards the choice of himſelf for their next governor; urging, 


that Demetrius was a priſoner to the Parthians, and Antiochus 


J would never farget the deſerts of his brother. By which inſinu- 


ations Tryphon . wedge his way to the crown, And having 

e ſoon diſcover'd thoſe vices, and that ill na- 
+ - Kure, which he all along had concealed from the people, proved 
himſelf to be a true Tryphon, i. e. a diſſolute wretch, in his 
manners as well as in his name. And yet, perhaps, it was too 
Joon for his-intereit to ſhew it then; for his 2dverſaries laid 
Hold of it to his diſadvantage ; and the ſoldiers growing quick- 


1y weary of his humour, went over to Cleopatra the wife of 


Demetrius, who had then ſhut up herſelf in Seleucia, with her 
children, while Antiochus Soter, the brother of Demetrius, 
went ſkulking of and down from 9g to place, no body daring 
to receive him for fear of Tryphon. Now Cleopatra, by the 
e of the military men that deſerted him, and the 
fear he had of being deliver'd up by the Seleucians to Tryphon, 
Tent à meſſenger to Anſiochus, with a pr poſal of marriage, 
and a tender of her kingdom to him, as well as of her perſon : 
* which propoſition was by Antiochus readily embrac'd ; and 
& "thereupon the people came trooping over to him in ſuch num- 
1 2. that in a ſhort time he was maſter of a marching army, 

[ and made war upon Tryphon, and overcame him in battle, 
Heating him out of Syria into Phenicia ; and at laſt begirt him 
; mn Dora, a ſtrong A | well fortify'd hold; he ſent embaſſadors 
Alſo to Simon the 4 — of the Jews, upon a treaty of a- 
mity and alliance, who frankly accepted of his terms, and ſoon 
LAſter ſent bir a ſupply of proviſions and money for the carry» 

+ ig on the ſiege; which was a ſervice at that time ſo accep- 
table to Antiochus that he looked upon Simon as the beſt friend 
die bad in the world. But Tryphon however eſcap'd out of 
Dora, and ficd to Apama, where the town being taken, himſelf 

was ſlain, as a Juſt reward of all his villany. i. 

\_ *Tryphog bejyg thus lain, Amiochus, was ſo far fidm'ac- 
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kaowledging the good offices of Simon, that he ſent an army 
under the command of Cendebeus to lay Judea wafte, and to 
ſeize upon his perſon. The ſenſe of this perfidious indigntty | 
put the good old man ſo far out of patience, that, forgettin 
the infirmities of his age, he marched immediately at the hea, 
of an army with the reſolution of a hero in the flower,of his 
outh and vigour, to engage the enemy, ſending his ſoys before 
him with ſome of his choiceſt troops, and himſelt following by 
ſeveral ways with the reſt. And his actions were attended with 
a ſuitable ſucceſs ; for he had ſtill the better of him upon every 
encounter, After which he renew'd his peace with the Romans, 

and lived long after in quiet, ; ST | 
But there is no ſtability in the affairs of this life; for when 
Simon had peace from abroad, he was treacherouſly murdered 
by his own ſen-in law Ptolemy, upon an invitation to a treat, 
And at the ſame time had his wife, and two of his ſons, made 
* but his third r (otherwiſe called Hyrcanus) 
aving eſcap'd the danger, fled to Jeruſalem, and there took 
ſanctuary; where the people were doubly kind to him, partly 
for the love and veneration they had for the memory of his fa» 
ther and in part for the deadly hatred they bore to Ptolemy 
whom they bravely repulſed, when he attempted to enter at 
one gate, becauſe they had already received Hyrcanus at an- 
other. Upon which affront, as Ptolemy accounted it, he with. 
wow himſelf to a certain caſtle not far from Jericho, called 

ayon. | - | : 

Hyrcanus being well received at Jeruſalem, was inveſted with 
the pontificate, and officiated in it, as ſucceflor to his father, 
offering up prayers and ſacrifices according to the divine law 
which being over, Hyrcanus marched away to aſſault the fort 
where Ptolemy was; which was ſo much the more diſheult to 
do, becauſe he had not only to contend with an unnatural mar» 
derer, but alſo with the natural piety apd tenderneſs he had for 
his mother and his brethren, whom Ptolemy expos'd from the 
top of the wall, whipping and tormenting them in the fight of 
all the people, with menaces to caſt them headlong from the 
battlements, unleſs Hyrcanus quitted the fiege. Now Hyrcanus- 
thinking with himſelf, that the eafter he was to the town, the 
eaſier would Ptolemy be to his relations; this thought at firſt- . 

put him to a little f{and : but his: mother ſeeing him look and 
act as if he were deliberating what te do, called out to him a= 
loud, and encourag'd him, both with her hand and voice, to 
make a right uſe of that barbarous and inhumane-ipeRacle, and, 
without any regard to her and her childrens torments, to do 
mmſelſ and his family right, in a juſt yengeance upon the head” 
of that Execrable n.unſter ; for ſhe herſeli delired nothirig mare 
than to expire ia her torments, upon condition that the unua- 
IyTaft Might be puniſhed according to bis deſert. Ihe 
N generous 
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generous and provoking bravery of this excellent woman rais'd 
the {ſpirits of — the broheſt reſolution to puſh forward 


de affau}t. But finding the more they . upon the fort 
the ſiercer that inhuman brute was upon ki 


mother, all his re- 
nements of rage and revenge gave way to the prevailing ſoft- 
neſs of a dutiful fon ; ſo that by theſe pauſes and intervals, ir- 
reſolution and diſtraction, the ſiege was drawn out in length till 
the ſabbath year came on; the ſeventh year being a year of 
reſt — — as well as the ſeventh of days: ſo that Ptole- 
my bein 
the mother and the brethren of Hyrcanus, he withdrew himſelf 
to Zeno, ſirnamed Cotyla, a tyrant, what at that time uſurp'd 
to himſelf the government of Philadelphia. 
After this, Antiochus remembring how often he had been 
baffled and diſgraced by Simon, the father of Hyrcanus, reſolv- 
ed now to be revenged on the ſon; ſo that in the firſt year of 


fte pontificate of Hyreanus, he ravaged the country of Fayre: 


and then drove Hyrcanus into Jeruſalem, intending to take that 
alſo ; but after much time ſpent about it, he found ityſo far 


- impregnable, that after all the works they had raiſed againſt it, 


ke found it would be his beſt way to reduce it by famine ;_ and 
therefore Hyrcanus being aware thereof, turned all the uſeleſs 


people out of the city; which for them was very hard; for be- 


tnt Antiochas on one hand, who ſtopp'd them from going 
Farther, and Hyrcanus on the other, that would not let them 
go back again, many of them periſhed for want of bread. | 
During this extremity, came the time of the feaſt of taber- 
nacles; upon the celebrating of which feaſt, theſe hunger-ſtarv- 


xd creatures were admitted into the town again, Whereupon 


the inhabitants addrefled themſelves to Antiochus, only to grant 
them a truce for ſeven days, in honour of their ſolemnity; 
which he not only granted them, but ſent in magnificent pre- 
ſents of bealts for their ſacrifices, and alſo cups of gold and ſil- 


ver, repleniſhed with all ſorts of precious ſpices and perfumes, 


treating then in 2 far different manner from What Antiochus 


| ih  Epliphanes, one of his predeceſſors, had done before him; who, 


an'defiance of their laws and religion had ſacrificed hogs upon 
ane altar, and prophaned the holy place with Jongg made of 

ut this was Antiochus the profane, and this was 
Jarnamed, by all ſorts of people, Antiochus the pious, from the 


\  Scaſc he had of religion. 


' ' Hyrcanus having tuch an inſtance of the juſtice and neſs 
king, moves him by an embaſſy on the behalf of the 
Jews, who only deſired the liberty of living according to the 


= Jaws and cuſtoms of their own country: And tho' there were 
ert thee about the king that would have had them all wholly 
Il auf off, as a people inſociable and ſingular, ard that would be 
aud wiſer than their peighbours ; yet upon their 
A Under. 


% - 


elivered from the war and the ſiege, putting to death 
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undertaking for the taxes of Joppa, and the reſt of the cities 
about Judea, the king agreed with them upon their own terms, 
and put an end to the war. 

After this Hyrcanus cauſed the monument of David to be 
opened, where he found three thouſand talents, and made a 
ſeizure of them to his own uſe ; and then ſtrikes a league with 
Autiochus, and followed him into the Parthian war; where 
Antiochus coming to a battle with Arſaces the king of Parthia, 
he therein loſt both his life and army, being ſucceeded by his 
brother Demetrius, whom Arlaces upon invalion of Antiochus, 
after a long impriſonment ſet at liberty ; 

Upon the death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus immediately marche 
ed into Syria, where be ſubdued the whole province of Idumea 
and cauſed them to ſubmit to the Jewiſh laws and cuſtoms; an 


from that time forward they were alio called Jews. Hyrcanus 


by this means being in goed reputation, ſent an embaſſy to the 
Roman ſenate, and entered into alliance with them, $ 
Dzmetrius, who bad been ſet at liberty by Arſaces, was now 
very willing to pick a quarrel with Hyrcanus ; but ſoon found 
he had other work to do: for the Syrians, and his own ſoldiers, 
hated him for his lewdneſs, to that degree, that they joined in 
a confederacy againſt him; and it coming to a battle, Demetrihy 
was routed; and, as his laſt ſhift, fled to his, wiſe Cleopatra, 
at Ptolemais, where be there fell into the hands of his enemies, 
who kept him a while in the anguiſh of a miſerable life, and at 
lalt put him to death. . r 9 
Alexander Zebina was, after che death of Demetrius poſſeſſ- 
ed ot the 2 of Syria, and entered into a league with 
Hyrcanus the —_——_— who ſoon after was engaged in a war 
with Antiochus Gryphes, the fon of Demetrius; which being 
brought to a battle, Alexander happened to be lain, and Is 
Antiochus became king of Syria; who having a brother that 
alſo pretended to the kingdom, his bulineſs was to guard him» 
ſelf agate him, and ſo was forced to leave the . to their 
own liberty. For while the two brothers wete Hatte ring and 
teaſing one another, Hyrcanus had Judea istely to himſelf, 
and the opportunity of hoarding up àn immenſe maſs of trea“ 
re. * : EL "T'Y 1 4 
Under theſe cireumſtances, Hyrcanus beſieged Samaria, bes 
ing irritated againſt them by the indignities they had put upon 
the people of Mariſſa, who were inhabitants and allies of Ju ; 
tho? the ſubjects of the king of Syria; the condu@ and manage? 
ment of this ſiege he gave to his fons Antigonus and Ariftobas-. - 
Ius, who took it after a year's ſiege, in which the inhabitan 
ſuftered very much. And the longer the pace held out, fo / 
much the ſevercr was the vengeance that fell upon it; for Hyr- } 
canus thought it not enough to be maſler of the city, wnhount rage - 
ing the very memory of it from the carth ; for be both made. 4 
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it a boy of rubbiſh, and drew ſeveral trenches of water thorow 
it, which ſo metamorphos'd it from what it was, that there was 
not the leaſt mark left of any building that had ever been there. 
> There is a remarkable, and almoſt incredible ſtory reported of 

this Hyrcanus, which i, T hat on the day of the batt e, which 
his ſon had with Antiochus Cyzicenus, as Hyrcanus was in the 


voice from heaven, that his ſons had gotten a freſh victory over 
Antiochus : he went out immediately, and told the people 
what he had heard, and the event confirmed it beyond all diſ- 
pute, it being computed to be juſt upon the preciſe inſtant of 
the ſucceſs. : - 

Hyrcanus, notwithſtanding this great ſpcceſs, was envy'd b 
the Jews, eſpecially by the Phariſees; which is a faction fo 
ſacred, and of that authority among the common people, that 
let them treat the king or the high-prieſt at never ſo coarſe a 
rate, the multitude would be ſurexo fide with them. Hyrcanus, 
however, having been trained up in that ſchool, and looked up- 
on as a perſon much in their favour, took a fair occaſion to in- 
vite them to an entertainment, where he treated them with all 
poſhble humanity and reſpect. So ſoon as the company and 
ood cheer had put them 1nto the humour of a free and eaſy 
onverſation, he took his time to ſpeak io them to this effect: 
I need rot tell you, my worthy friends, that a man of your 


acceptable to God and juſt to his neighbour ; which is but ac- 
cording to the reſult of your own doctrine: but if you ſhall 
find, however, that I have any thing departed from my duty, 
as it is your part to admoniſh and inſtruct me, it ſhall be mine 
to amend and reform. This generous candour was received 
with ſuch applauſe, that Hyrcanus did not a little value himſelf 
upon the reputation of ſo honourable a teſtimony. But, after 
ſome ſhort pauſe, Eleazar, one of the guelts, and a peſtilent 
ſpiteful man, ſtood up, and ſpake thus to Hyrcanus : ſince you 
are pleaſed to profeſs yourlſelt ſo great a lover of truth and plain 
dealipg, be but fo juſt alſo as to lay down your pontificate, and 
content yourſelt with the character of your civil adminiſtration, 
And 1 beſeech you, ſays Hyrcanus, why this propoſal ? Be- 
= cauſe, ſaid Eleazar, We have been told by our elders, That in 
the da s of Antiochus Epiphanes, your mother was a llave. 
Now this re por be 
offenſive, as well to the Phariſces as to Hyrcanus himſelf: There 
happened to be in the company, one Jonathan a particular 
find of Hyrcanus, but a Sadducee, and, by conſequence, a 
mortal enemy to Phariſees: this Jonathan would needs ha it, 
Heine calumny of Eleazar was a thing concerted, and that 
de Phariſecs were all privy to it: and this you will find to be 
. des Lc to Hyrcanus, if you do but put it to them, what 
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temple alone 2 of incenſe, it was revealed to him by a 


own principles deſires pothing, more than to approve himſelf 
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ing altogether falſe, was ſo much the more | 
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puniſhment they think a man may deſerve for ſo ſcandalous an 
imputation. Hyrcanus put the queſtion, to feel how they ſtood 
affected, and whether or no they had any hand in the affront. 
Their anſwer was, being men generally inclin'd to mercy in 
ſuch caſes, That they did r.ot hnd defamation to be a capital 
crime ; ſo they thoupht whipping and impriſonment might 
ſerve fo | 
Hyrcanus into a terrible fret, and made him imagine they 
every one of them a part in this infamous refleetion upon his 
fariily. In this heat, Jonathan imbittered Hyrcanus againſt 
the Phariſees to that degree, that he abſolutely renounc'd the 
ſet, and went over to the Sadducees, abrogating all their or- 
dinances and ftatutes, with a penalty upon thoſe that ſhould 
preſume to obſerve them; which was a raſh thing of Hyrcanus, 
and put both himſelf and his ſons quite out of credit with the 
common people. g : 3 
And here it will not be amiſs to ſay ſomething of the various 
ſects among the Jews, of whom 1 ſhall have ſo much occaſion 
to ſpeak e're long, they have had ſo great a hand in the de- 
{traction of N ; | 
There are amorg the Jews three ſects of religion, the Phari- 
ſees, the Sadducees, and the Eflenes : the Phariſees are the great 
doctors of the law, the belt read men in the Jewiſh rites and 
ceremonies ; it is, in effect, the firſt article of their creed, that 
fate and Cod do all; and yet that whether we do well or ill, 


. it is much in our own power which of the two; only that de- 


ſtiny interpoles ſometimes in this or that particular, They be- 
lieve the ſoul to be immortal ; and they believe alſo a tranſ- 
migration of the ſouls of good men into other bodies; but at 
the ſame time, that the fouls ot the wicked are tranſmitted 
into a ſtate of everlaſting woe. The Phariſees hold many tra- 
duions handed down from father to fon, which are not to be 
tound among the laws of Moſes, and are principally ſupported 
by the favour of the multitude, TIEN" | | 

The Sadducees abſolutely deny fate: God can do no ill, is 
one of their maxims; but that he leaves every nan at liberty 


to do what he liſt. They have good and evitbetore them, and 


they take their choice. But for reward or puniſhment in ano» 


ther world, they know nothing of it, believing there is neither 


angels or ſpirits. They reject all unwritten traditions, believe. 


ing that the written laws are only binding; they ate upheld by 


men of quality and ſubſtance ; and yet are patſh and A- hatut 
among themſelves, but to ſtrangers are inhuman'aod intolerg- 
ble: whereas tke Phariſces are ſociable, and live in good intel: 
Igence one with another. —— 

- The Eſſenet, tho mention'd laſt, are the beſt of the three 


for the exerciſe of holineis and mortification : they are by nas- 5 
tion Jews, the moſt united and tricndly people one 9 
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ther under the fun: they have the ſame averſion to pleaſure 
that they have to vice, and reckon upon continence, and the 
command of the paſſions, as a virtue of the firſt rate. As to 
the wealth and 2 of this world, they have it all in contempt, 
and not ſo muchas know what it is to be rich or poor; for it 
lies all in common : by which means no man ſhall be contemp- 
tible for being poor, nor honourable for being rich. But the 
whole live like brethren, being all equal ſharers in öne com- 
mon patrimony. They value themſelves upon the plain ſimpli- 
city of their appearance, tho” never ſo coarſe, provided their 
rments are but white and plain. They chuſe their ſtewards, 
or the receipt and management of their revenues, out of the 
belt men they have, and leave it to their diſcretion to make a 
diſtribution of them to every man in proportion according. to 
his need, They have no other certain 7 of abode, but diſ- 
perſe themſelves up and down in ſeyeral cities, where they are 
ever ready and open to entertain all comers of their own ſect; 
and as free as if they were at home, tho' they never ſaw one 
another in their Irves before. They carry nothing abcut them 
when they travel, but arms for their ſecurity upon the high- 
way. They have ſome body or other in every city to take 
care of their friends, that they want neither their lodging, food, 
zarments, nor other neceſſaries: they neither change either 
their garments or their (hoes, but when one is torn, or the other 
worn out, They neither buy nor fell among themſclves, but 
"help one another with what they want, and what one wants 
the other ſupplies ; the one being obliged to give and the other 
at liberty to receive. They are the ſtricteſt people to God- 
ward of all men living. They make a conſcience of not ſpeakin 
aps word of common buſimeſs before the ſun riſes. Ina word, 
they are great maſters of their paſſions, men of good faith, 
Jovers of peace, and hold their word at leaſt as ſacred as their 


* 


oath ; for they look upon him as a liar, and a man of no credit, 


at cannot be believed without he bring God for a witneſs. 


Tbere is no diforder in their kouſes;; they ſpeak in turns, uns 


their ga ity. and filence cauſes a great veneration to be pai 
them by gers, who look upon all this to be the effect of a 
conſtant courie of ſobriety ; ſuch being their great moderation 


% 


| , in their eating and drinking, that they do it only to ſuffice na- 
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ture. But it is now time to put an end to this digreibon, and 
- "yeturn to our hiltory again. * 


Alcho' Hyrcanus's {ctting himſelf againſt the ſect of the Pha- 
nieces, and declaring himfelt a Sadducee, as has been betore re- 


* 4ated, was a great diminution of his credit with the common 


pe e; yet after the compoling this edition, he lived in great 
ap 
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: pineſs and quiet to the very day of his death. He left be- 
WE hind him ſive ſons, and God was pleaſed to honour him with 
tee eminent dignities ; the civil government, the high-prield: 8 
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rophecy, receiving his revelations from 
ng in his predictions, which was made 
good in his two eldeſt ſons, of whom he foretold that their do» 
minions ſhould not laſt long; and the event confirm'd it; for 
after the death of Hyrcanus, Ariſtobulus, his eldeſt {on tranſ- 
lated the principality into a monarchy, and ſet the crown upon 
. overnment was four 
hundred eighty one years and three months after the return of 


hood, and the ſpirit of 
God himſelf, never fa 


his own head : this change of the Jewiſh 


the people into Judea, from the Babyloniſh captivity. 


Ariſtobulus having thus ſet the crown upon his head, had ſo 
great a kindneſs for his brother Antigonus, that he made him 
alſo partner with him in the royal dignity : but for the reſt of 
his brethren, he cauſed them to be taken into cuſtody ; and not 
only did he deal To by his brethren ; but by his mother alſo, im- 
priſoning her for pretending ſome ſort of right to the govern- 

ment, upon a ſuggeſtion that Hyrcanus had teft the regency in 
her hand; which he look'd upon as fo great a crime, that he pro- 
ceeded to that exceſs of! cruelty as to ſtarve her in the very 


| the divine vengeance followed him for this his urnatural 
z cruelty to his mother, whom he did not love, by the loſs ot 
his brother Antigonus, whom he loved ſo dearly. For ſeveral 
of his courtiers ſo miſrepreſented his brother's actions to the 


king, that he cauſed him to be privately put to death: afte 
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Jex blood, his very guts came out; which, 
with the blood he had vomited, being carried out by a ſervan 

J it. upon the very place which was ftain'd 
with the blood of his murder'd brother: which the king com- 
and fetching a heart 
, weil, it was not to be expected that my ſes 
ret eye of an all-ſeeing God; or that 
divine vengeance ſhould not follow fo horrible a wickedneſs at 


extreme vomiting o 
it was accidentall 


ing to hear of, he, wit'. tears in his cyes, 
breaking ſigh, ſai 
cret ſins ſhould eſcape t 


Ah ! thou of mine, how. lop 


wilt 


ing the Juſtice I owe to my murther'd -' 
mother and brother? Why do 1 not ſacrifice my bleod all at 
th thus drop after drop, to go 


off at once in the bitterteſs of pains and agouies, the ſport of 
life, and his own 


thou keep my ſoul from 
once, than drain it out at le 
fortune ? With which words he concluded 


"h frer Ariſtobulus's death, ſet Alexander p 2 
at liberty, and declared him king, as being then the eldeſt ſong | 


year's reign. 
The widow queen, a 


and reputed a prince of moderation; but his reign did not her 


him fo; for as ſoon as ever he came to the crown, he put 
of his brothers te death for a 
the other, afraid of his brother 
in a private condition, he took him to himſelf. 3 
frer this, Alexander makes war upon the king of "As 


ring to the {overeignty 3 N | 
and being willing to lies 


1 
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and tho” he killed, in a ſet battle, a great many of his men, yet 
Vrolemy Lather (for ſo was the king of Egypt call'd) got the 
day, and yet but little by it ; for Cleopatra, his mother, forc- 
ing him into Egypt, Alexander took Godara by ſiege; and A- 
mathus, the faireſt caſtle beyond Jordan; alſo the place where 
Theodore, the fon of Zema had 2 his treaſure, and all 
that he had that was precious. But Theodore coming upon 

im before he was aware, did not only recover his own trea- 
ſure, but took all the king's baggage, and cut off near ten thou- 
ſand Jews in the battle. Alexander, notwithſtanding this being 


reinforced, carried on the war to the ſea coaſts, taking Raphia, 
Gaza, and Arthedon. . 


After this, at one of their ſolemn feſtivals, the Jews mutinied 
againſt Alexander, which had like to have iſſued in a general 
revolt; bat by taking mercenaries into pay, he cut to pieces 
upwards of ſix thouſand of the Jews, and then made war upon 


the Moabites and Galaadites, 


- Arabia, where, having ſubdue 


and made them his tributaries, he came back again to Amathe- 
us, and with the reputation of his ſucceſſes, fiighting away 
heodorus, he raz'd the caſtle to the ground. But adventur- 

. againſt Obodus, he was by an ambuſcade ſurprized, his 
whole army deftroy'd, and himſelf with difficulty eſcaped to 
| Jeruſaler, where he found his old enemies more violent rn 
im than ever. And tho' upon all encounters he was {bl too 
bard for them, in fix years time deſtroying near fifty thouſand 
of the, Jews, yet would they not be reconciled to him. After 
which he attempted to ingratiate himſelf with his pcople by 
e gentler ways; but this was as much in vain as the other; 

for he had rendered himſelf fo odious to them, that when he 
once aſked what he could do in the world to pleaſe them? 
- They told him, He mult die, 2nd fee what they would do; 
for they could hardly pardon him in his grave for the injurjes 
he had done them in his life-time, Nor is it at all ſtrange, that 
they ſhould have an averſion for him, conſidering his barbarous 
uſage of them: for Alexander having one day made a treat for 
is concubines, one part of the entertainment was the ſpectacle 
of Yoo of them, whom he had made priſeners upon the croſs 
the middle of the city, having firſt cut the throats of their 
wives and children before their faces. This execrable frightful 
tragedy was preſented for a diverſion to Alexander and his wo- 


men, ia the heighth of their debauch, But it {truck ſuch an 


/ - aſtoniſhing terror in the people, that Soo of the inhabitants 


their country the next night, and never came back again, 


after the death of this prince, Yet by theſe inhumane me- 
attended with proſperous ſuccels abroad, he came at laſt, 


: tho' with much ado, to ſettle himſelf and bis people in ſome - 


fort of quiet. 


0 


© , 
. - — — — — ——— 2—— 0 


. latt falling into an indiſpoſition by a dwartaneaduef and | 
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rock on which her huſband h f 
2} herſelf up to the Phariſees; aud while the ruled the 
# was ruled herſelf by them. For being es her religion, 
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being poſſeſs'd with an opinion, that action and ſtirring would 
do him good, he entered into a new and unſeaſonable war; and 
{truggling beyond his ſtrength, he tired himfelf out with the 
fatigue, and ſo ended his days in a hurry, dying in the twenty- 
ſeventh year of his reign; and leaving the government to his 
wife Alexandra, as one that had made herfelf popular by her 
moderation and virtue. A woman far from the rigor-and hard- 
ſhip of her huſband ; and therefore he made no doubt of the 
people's ready fabmiſhon and reſignation to her authority. Nor 
was he deceiv'd in his opinion; for the Wy of her piety 
aton'd for the diſadvantage of her ſex; being a woman per- 
fectly inſtructed in the Jewiſh rites and cuſtoms, and one that 


had ever given conſtant proof of her zeal for the obſervance of 
23 thoſe holy laws. 


lexander two ſons, the elder 


She had by 
e advanced to the pontificate, 


Hyrcanus, and him for lis age 


And then finding him of a temper wary and manageable, ſhe 


3 reckon'd there would be 
But thought it more adviſcable to keep her younger ſon Arifto- 


bulus (who was of a quick. and enterprizing ſpirit) in a private | 


be no danger in declaring him king too, 


ſtate of life. - 
Alexandra knew her huſband's misfortunes 2roſe from his 


oypoſing the Phariſees, a ſect very popular among the Jews, 


who, under a ſhew of more that ordinary fanGtity, cover'd a» 
bundance of ill nature. The queen was reſolved to avoid that 
like to have ſplit, and fo gave 
dom, 


even to a degree of ſuperſtition, had herſelf a mighty reverence 
for theſe holy men. And theretore at their inſtigation ſhe put 
one Diogenes to death, who was a Þerſon of quality, anda m 


particular t1icnd to the late king; ſuggeſting that he had a han 


in crucifying the cight hundred men before mentioned. But 
this was nat ſufficient, for they proceeded on further to things 


of this nature; and whoſoever they had a mind ſhould be taken 


out of the way, it was but ſaying that he was an adviſer in he 


horrible action, and it was enough, ſo that no man was ſaſe that 


was not a bigat to the Phariſees, This made ſeveral perſons 


of condition take ſanctuary with Ariſtobulus, who moved his 


mother for the future only to turn thoſe out of the city whom 


ſhe ſhould ſuſpect to be guilty ; ſo that afterward, inſtead of 


being put to death, they were only baniſhed; _ * 
' the queen ſoon after fell very dangerouly ill, Ariſtobulus, 


er. youngelt ſon, with a ſelect company of his dependants, got 


poſleihon of the caſtle, took what money he could find, and 


engaging a body of auxiliary troops, declared bimſelf king. 5 
 HyrTtanus upon his turn, made his complaint to his mother, 


who thereupon cauſed the wife and ſons of Ariltobulus to be ſhut 
le on the north-lide of the temple ; but dy'd be- 
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. coming to a battle near Jericho, the greateſt part of Hyrcan- 


Far ſuperior to that of Ariſtobulus, that he was forc'd to take ,M*\< 


-- maſcus, he ound the place taken by Metellus and Dellius, and DD 
_- Terr tioops as 


way by tuo embaſſadors from the two brothers, one from each, 


enemy at the heels, and cut of between 6 and 7000 of their 


HFyrcanus and Antipater, being thus diſappointed of the ſue- 
cour they expected from Arc tas, apply'd themſelves to Patnpey 
- himſelf, who was then come to Damaſcus, not without an in- 


fore ſhe could revenge herſelf on Ariſtobulus : leaving, however, 
all that ſhe had to prone, and tranſmitting the government 
into his kands before her death. But Ariſtobulus was much ſupe- 
tor to his brother, both in force and credit; inſomuch, that 


us 's men went over to Aliſtobulus. Whereupon, before mat- Ny 
ters proceeded to any farther extremity, an accommodation Puld 
was made between the two brothers, that Ariſtobulus ſhould I 
de king, and Hyrcanus ſhould only enjoy thoſe honours and 
privileges that properly belonged to the king's brother. "oY 
But this agreement laſted not long, Hyrcanus, by the advice nn 4 
of Antipater, (who was by extraction an Idumean, but by his 
birth and effate one of the firſt rank of that country) applies ta 
himſelf to Aretus, the king of Arabia to reinſtate him in his Hon. 
kingdom again; and Antipater having 1 — Aretus to e- 
ſpouſe the cauſe of Hyrcanus, convey'd Hyrcanus out of the et, 
city by night, and brought him to Aretus, who undertook to He, 
reſtore Hyrcanus to his crown __ ; and thereupon enters Ju- 
dea with an army of fifty thouſand horſe and foot, a force 


fanQvzry in jeruſalem, and had certainly been taken there had = 
not Aretus been diverted by Scaurus the Roman general; lor. 
Pompey the Great, being in war with Tigranes, ſent Scaurus 
with an army out of Armenia into Syria; but coming to Da- 


wn off. So that Scaurus coming by this time to 
underſtand ho matters went in Judea, could not (he thought) Ii. 
do better than to bend his courſe that ny & 54 

He was no {ooner on the borders, but he was met upon the 


an both upon the ſame errand, which was to implore the aſſi - 
nce of the Romans one * the other. But Ariltobulus's A 
three hundred talents (for ſo much he ſent the Roman general) 


weighed down the juſtice of Hyrcanus's pretenſions: tor Scau- 8 
rus immediately ſent away embaſſadors to Hy rcanus, and th t] 
Arabians, in the name of Pompey the Great, aud the ſenate of 
Rome, charging them immediately to quit the fiege, and begone f 


at their utmoſt peril. Aretus piclently withdraws in a fright, 0 
fearing he ſhould draw upon him the power of the Romans: 
Ariſtobulus by this means having eſcap'd * now haught 
not. this ſufficient, but with all the forces he had, follow'd the 


men, among whom was Celaphon, the brother of Antipater. 


troduction of large preſents : which Ariitobulus perceiving, and 


— 


Scaurus, | 
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| caurus, came himlelf to Pompey in a royal dreſs, and made 
er, Mis compliment to him, with the train and equipage of a king: 
ent y which haug\uty carriage of his, he gave great offence io 
de⸗ bompey: who neverthelefs permitted both the brothers to plead 

heir canſe before him, which yet Ariſtobulus conld hardly be 
brought to and therefore made away to Jeruſalem, whither 
a- {Pompey as ſuddenly follow'd him; which ſo ſurprized Ariſto- 
ulus, that he went and caſt himſelf at Pompey's feet, with 
11g Nupplications, promiſes of money, aad propoſals of giving up 
nd Potch the city and his perſon into Pompey's hand. But it ſeem'd 
| hat Ariftobulus had promis'd more than he could perform ; 
or when Gabinius, was ſent to receive the money, the friends 
and companions of Ariſtobnlus, that kept the town for him in 
is name, would not ſo much as let him in. This ſhuffling ir- 


115 ritated Pompey to that degree, that he kept Ariſtobulus a pri- 
e- Woner, and fo advanc'd to the city, to take a view of its de- 
he Wences and fortifications, and to conſider upon what quarter to 
to attack it; but the breaking out of a violent ſedition in the toun, 
u- between the two parties of Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus, ſoon let 
eo um into the city. the party of Ariſtobulus retiring into the tem- 


ple, and cutting. down the bridge of communication between 
ad them and the city, reſolv'd to maintain it to the laſt man. 
When Pompey ſaw the obſtinacy of the Jews in the temple, 


— and that there was no hope of any accommodation, he poſted 
a. his guards, and put all things in order for an at ack; Hyrcanus 
ra” and his people contributing the beſt they could, both in action 
to and council to his aſſiltance. Ts | 
it) The firſt bulineſs was to fill up that monſtrous ditch and val- 


ley upon the north fide of the wall; and this they attempted 
he with what rubbiſh and materials the ſoldiers could get together 
towards the bringing of it.up to a-level. But this was a work 


11 of infinite diſhculty, both in regard of the prodigious depth, 
3 ind the advantage the Jews had of galling them from above. 


if And, indeed, it had becu a work inſuperable, had it not bęen 
) for a remark of Pompey's, upon the Jews ſuperſtitious obſer- 
he "& vance of their ſeventh day, or ſabbath For he underſtandin 
of © that the Jews. made a conſcience of doing any manner of wor 
# upon that day, but what was of abſolute neceſſity, either for the 
ſupport of life, or the defence of it, in caſe of immediate dan» 
gers; he comraanded the ſoldiers only to ply their intrench- 
he ments upon that day, without dojng any other att of holtility, | 
| Wen the ground was thas levell'd, the bulwarks advanc 
© BF vith ſtrong and. large turrets planted upon them and mann'd ; 
the Romans with certain Tyrian engines they had got, began 
the battery; the ſoldiers at the ſame. time beating the defen- 
F dants out of the towers above, with ſtones from the walls, till in 
N end they were quite tir'd out with labuur. e 
id  Powpey could got hut admixe the.conltancy and reſolution of - 
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. Re, and in drawing off great numbers of the faction from Ari- 
©... Ktobulus. 
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Theſe people; and more eſpecially in this particular that in the 


middle of all extremities and dangers, they never diſcontinied 
the worſhip and ceremonies of their religon, but offer'd up 


their daily prayers and ſacrifices, orderly as if it had been in 
a 8 peace: and it was the fame thing with them at the 
laſt 


too, when they came tòè be finally deſtroy'd, and to have 


their throats cut at the very altar. In ſhort, after a three 


moaths ſiege. and the loſs only of one tower, the 1emple was 


Aken by aſſault. The firſt that enter'd the breach was Fauſtus mo: 
Cornelius. the ſon of Sycla; and after him Furius and Fabius, Aud 
two Centurions. wich their companies, who beſet the temple, e! 
and put to the ſword all that either fled or reſiſted ; there were P's * 
ſeveral prieſts at that time in the very exerciſe of their holy KX 
function, that with the ſword's print at their breaſts went on he 

et with their oblations and incenſe, without any regard to the f tl 
afety of their lives, out of a veneration they had for the duties nd 
of their ptofeſſion. The Jews that were for Pompey preſs'd fo Wu: 
hard upon thoſe of the other party, that they forced ſome of a. 


them down precipices ; others, in a rage of deſperation, ſet ire 
what they could come at about the walls, and then caſt them 
There periſhed in this outrage twelve r 

thouſand Jews ; but not many Romans, tho' more of them were Em 
This was a diſmal defolation in ſeveral]. reſpects; 
but nothing touched the Jews more to the quick, than to ſee 
ie Holy of Holies expoſed to profane eyes: a thing chat never 


ſelves into the flames. 


wounded. 


BFhappen'd before. : 
” Pompey, with a train of his 


* ' ple entering this place, where 
only the hign - prieſt was to 


of all this to be touch'd, that was conſecrated to the ſeryice © 
God. On the next day after this deſtruction of the temple, he 
commanded the proper officers to take care for the puritication 
of it, to go on with the celebration of their holy worſhip 
as hefore. He did alſo declare Hyrcanus high. prieſt, as a con- 
ſideration for the good offices he had render d him, both in the 


He executed the principal authors of the revolt, and 
rewarded others that had aſſiſted him. Now Pompey having 
reduc'd the Jews to their own bounds, and ſettled Scaurus in 


the government, makes his return to Rome with Ariſtobulus a 


and his ſons, Alexander and Antigonus, and two daughters, 
priſoners. Tho? Alexander made his eſcape, and . 2 


after appeared in Judea, at the head of a conſiderable body: | 
ſo hard upon Hyrcanus, that Jerufalem was endan- 


he preſs'd 
gered ; whereupon Gabinius, the ſucceſſor of Scaurgs, be; 
do march a yery erable army againſt 
4% no 8 


8 * #..4 


e admitted, ſaw within it the 
cundleſticks, lamps, and tables for incenſe, with other veſſels, 
all of gold; a maſs of perfumes, and of ſacred treaſure, to the 
value of two thouſand talents ; but would not ſuffer any hug 1 


Alexander. Who, : - 
- | ing ? 
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the Goling himſelf over-number'd, made his retreat, with the te- 
ted Mains of his army, into Alexandria, where he was forced to 
up + (ign himſelf, and ſangMer the place, which was afterwards 
| in Mevell'd with the ground,” Gabinius having gain'd the victory, 
the Farry'd Hyrcanus to Jeruſalem, gave him the charge of the 
ve temple, and divided Judea into ſive juriſdictions. viz. Jeruſalem, 
tee Gadara, Amathas, Jericho and Sephais, in Galilee, About this 
vas me Ariſtobulus eſcapes from Rome, and gathers up an army 
lus mong the diſaffected Jews ; but was reduc'd by the Romans, 
us, Aud ſent back ia chains. Craſſus ſucceeds Gavinius, rifles 
le, We temple, and paſſes the Euphrates, where he was loft with 
ere is army. Bl | 
ly After him Caſſius got the government of Sytia; put a ſtop to 
on he Parthians, marched into Judea, and carried three thouſand 
he the Jews into bondage. Ceſar makes Hyrcanus high- prieſt, 
ies ind Antipater governor of Judea, and gives him leave to te- 
ſo Þuiid the walls that Pot wey had thrown down. Antipater up- 
of n this, gives the government of Jeruſalem into the hands of 
ire Fhaſael his eldeſt fon ; and the province of Galilee to Herod his 
m. Fcond ſon. The growing mind and reputation of. the latter 
ve provoked the envy ard jealohty of Hyrcanus ; tho' all bis at- 
re fempts againſt him were ineffefaal. About this time was Julius 
*Teſar murdered in the Capmaliand Antipater poiſoned in his 
Jrink by Malichus who was att&xgards cut to pieces by Herod's  _.» 
ficers. New troubles happess ſeruſalem, upon the occa- 
Bon of Felix's making war againſt Phaſael and Herod, te re- 
venge the death of Malichus upon the two brothers. -Feks is 
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tereſts were a 
ſpicion and treachery, His ſons were repreſented as guilty of 


will: In a little time after, Herod was worn out with grief and | 
age; however, 'twas a fever that diſpatched him; and 


; & 
+ + 7 

3. 
4 

. — 

: . 

* 
— * — 


43 THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 
city, though the enemy plied him warmly with (hot from the 
towers, and forced him to retreat. After the repulſe. Herodff 1 
makes off to Jericho, which he ſurpriz'd, pillag'd and left x 
garriſon in the place. His next deſign was laid againſt Sephoris, I ir 
which was now in the hands of Antigonus, the garriſon ſurrend-% c 
red without any reſiſtance : Herod had now got the opportuni- In 
ty to bend his forces againſt the robbers, whom he put to flight, 7 a 
and purſu'd them over Jordan. *Twas about this juncture that Fa 
Macheras play's his two-headed game betwixt Herod and An- 
tigonus, and loſt his reputation on both ſides. | 
Now when Herod was abſent from Judea, and joined Antho- 
ny at the ſiege of Samoſata, his brother 9 managed the 
government in judea, but was at laſt unhappily ſhot in a ſkit - 
miſh with Antigonus, who made a ſally upon him from the 
mountains. When Herod had received the news of his brother'; 
death, of which he was alſo admoniſhed in a dream, he returns 
to Judea, defeats Antigonus, and carrics on the victory with ga 
ſuch a current of ſucceſs, that he drove the enemy before him in 
to Jeruſalem, lays ſiege to the city, and after the oppoſition off 
five months, he takes it by ſtorm, Antigonus was made priſon - 
er, whom Soſius the Roman general ted in triumph to Anthony, 
where he loſt his head. ſefuſglec being now in the hands of} 
Herod, Cleopatra created him teh uneaſineſs, and endeavour - 
ed to make a breach in the fig ip berwix: him and Anthony, 5 


* 


A prodigious earthquake hippened in Judea about this time, 
which ſwallowed up thirty thouſand people and innumerable 
cattle. The Arabians took the hint, and poured in upon them, 

when matters were thus in confuſion. However, Herod ſigna- 1; 
tized himſelf upon this occalion, and having harangu'd the ſol- Jv; 
dery. made forward and attacked the Arabians in their own A 
trenches, and reduced them to that degree, that they petitioned In 
to him for protection. When matters were in theſe poſtures, Jir 
Auguſtus defeats Anthony at Actium, whereupon Herod makes 

his addreſs to Ceſar, and is confirmed in his government, with fir 
the addition of Syria, Herod's reign was now in the fifreenth Fw 


d 
6 


LS, 


yar, when he rebuilt the temple with vaſt charge and magnifi- Ja 


cence. He alſo erected ſeveral temples, palaces, and ſpacious y 
ſtructures, as monuments of the memory of Anthony, Ceſar, 
Agrippa, and his mother Cyris. From this time we may date Þ] 
the — of Herod's miſery and misfortune ; ſeparate in- tl 
et up in his family, and there was nothing but ſu- a 


treaſonable practices, which occaſioned ſome alterations in his 


ia laſt agonies were juſt at hand, he wat informed of 

ormed by Antipater ; „ he ordered his 

out of hand, and declared Archelaus hig luce 
Aatipas a tetrarch, and ſo deceaſed, - 


when ry 
defign : 
to kill e 
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1 the Soon after his will was read publickly, which was immediate - 
rod ly followed with loud 442 from the ſoldicrs and the 
eft a people, Long live Archelaus. When the ceremony of moura- 
oris, ing and faſting was over, the kin publiſhed a very gracious de- 
end - claration to his people, notwithſtanding the rabble grew muti- 
tuni · nous, and were juſt upon the point of rebellion ; but the whale 
ight, army overpower'd them, and made them a little more peace- 
.that | able. Now becauſe Judea and its government was dependent oa 
the Roman power, the preſence of Archelaus was neceſſary at 
Rome, to get the inveſtiture at Ceſar's hand: in his abſence, he 
leaves Phi ip to repreſent himſelt, and manage matters with full 
power. In the mean time Sahinus comes to ſeruſalem, and de- 
mands the monies which Herod had left; and Antipas takes the 
opportunity and ſets up his own intereſt againſt Archelaus, and 
lays claim to the government. Whilſt theſe matters were un- 
der debate, and Ceſar in ſuſpence, there was nothing but war 
with and bloodſhed at Jeruſalem, and all over ſudea; for ehde the 
> him zmiſchief which Sabinus created, in hopes to enrich himſelf w 
on oll Herod's treaſures, all the kingdom was over - run with pretenf# 
iſon · gers to the crown; Judas a captain of the robbers, Simon aq, 
z0ny, SAthronges were of this number; and unleſs Varus had done 
ds of good ſervice, and ſignalized himſelf upon this occaſion, the Ro- 
vour - man inte reſt had ſunk in Jndea for the 1 When theſe 
10ny, commotions were ſomething ſettled, and the Jews a little re- 
time, duced, they petitioned Ceſar for the free exerciſe of their reli- 
rable gion: Celar adviſes upon't, and keeps them in ſuſpence, and 
hem, zfettles the government; one half of it he beſtawed upon Arche- 
1gna- Ylaus, under the title of an Ethnarchy, and the remainder he di- 
e {ol- Jvided into two tetrarchies, which he gave to Philip and Antipas. 
" own Archelaus ſoon after his advancement, began to miſmanage 
ioned Irnatters, and preſs hard both upon Jews and Samaritans ; and 
tures, in ſhort, he was banith'd to Vienna for his oppoſition, and his 
nakes goods confiſcated, The eſtate of Archelaus being now reduce d 


with into a province, Ceſar ſent down Caponius, a Roman knight, 


eenth I with a full commiſſion to govern it. At this time, one fa 
gnifi- Ya Galilean, (tirr'd up the 3 
cious fyoke, and refuſe tribute. Shortly after Auguſtus dies, and Ti- 
Ceſar, Jberius ſucceeds him, under whom Pilate is made governor of 
date FJudea. He endeavoured late one night to convey into the city 
te in the enſigns and the a of Ceſar ; this put the Jews into rage 
ut ſu- and tumult, being afraid of their religion, their laws and fibers» 
ity of ties; having alted the matter, they prepared a petition to 
in his YPilate, reſolving rather to die, than ſuffer ſuch innovations: 
F and Ywherenpen Pilate ordered the ſtatues to be remov'd. - This up- 
wn roar was ſeconded by another; for Pilate. having impoſed a 
ax u 
o kill Fed this at a high rate, and began to mutiny ; and numbers of 
made dem deing Killed, they were forced to yield up the matter ia 
n a 1 ot; 
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ews to revolt, throw off the Roman 


pon the holy treaſure, called the Corban, the Jews reſedt- 
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debate. After the death of Tiberius, Caius Ceſar ſucceeds, and 
-advances Agrippa to the tetrarchy of Philip now deceaſed : this 
_ "gave vffence to Herod, and going to Catus to complain, he was 
baniſhed into Spain, where he dy'd in exile. Caius Ceſar ſets | 
up immediately for a God, and ſends Petronius into Judea, with® he; 
22 commiſſion to ſix his ſtatues in the temple; the Jews being to 0 
apprehenſive of his errand, met him in prom numbers as far a9 thef 
Ptolemais, and urg'd in their own behalf, the laws and cuſtoms! 
of their country; Petronius made the beſt of his commiſſion, 
flouriſned upon the Roman power, and threatned them with 
MNavery ; notwithſtanding the Jews were zealous in the cauſe of 
their religion, and moved fo far upon the very humanity of Pe- 
tronius, that he writ Ceſar word what impediments he met 
-with : the an{wer that Caius give to this letter, was only an Sam 
order to put Petronius to death; but-it happened, by an ex- Can 
traordinary providence, that the bearers of this order were off 
wind- bound for three months; and in the mean time came the 1 
«Ridiogs of Caius's death by a quicker paſſage, and twenty ſeven Gai 
Lys before the order. Upon the death of Cains Ceſar, by chef of c 
dod offices of Agrippa, Claudius was declared Emperor; and the 
in return for Agrippa's kindneſs, he fixed him in the entire king: tus, 
om of his father, together with the kingdom of Lyſania, andf ſuce 
\.thoſe other places which Auguſtus had 2 him: Agrippa by lob 
this method grew vaſtly in wealth and honour, and was a fru - on! 
gal prince. It was his enterprzze the walting in of Jeruſalem ; larg 
And, had the works been finilked, would have been a firong bat . 
in the way of the Romans: but after a year's reign Agrippa zar 
dies at Ceſarea, leaving behind him a ſon named Agrippa, and Ron 
- three daughters. :Upen Agrippa's deeeaſe, Claudius reduc'd®,.q 
the kingdom into a province, and made Caſpus Fudus governor; perſ 
and after him Tiberius Alexander, who making no alterations of 5 
In the laws and cuſtoms, kept the people in peace. Gamanus 
Aycceeds Tiberius Alexander, as Agrippa does Herod his uncle, irh 
In the beginning of the reign of Camanus, when the Jews were he 
aſſembled to celebrate the feaſt of unleavened bread, they won 
receiv'd a haſty affront from one of the ſoldiers, which occa- thas 
Honed an uproar, and about 1000 were trod and ſqueez d toſfhz,..... 
death in the preſs ; this calamity was followed with another; The 
For in the ſearch of ſome ſuſpected Jews, a common ſoldier 3 
Jaying hands on the books of Moſes, tore them to pieces; thef 5... 
Jews could not ſwallow this contempt that was put upon God bod; 
and the law; and meeting all to a man, it was impolhble to pacifſ alſo 
them till juſtice was done upon the criminal. Much abeut thi abou 
Lame time there happened au untortunare difference betwint theſ vet: 
Jews of Galilee and thoſe of Samaria; there was a Galil gave 
Apon his journey thro' the plain of Samaria, to Jeraſalem, ag robb 
the ſeaſon of a ſolema feſtival, and being murdered on the road bali 


che Galilezos leaving the ſolemnity, marched immediately; a chef 
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ul gainſt Samaria, and burnt all before them, putting man, wo- 
is man, and child to the ſword, At laſt Camanus interpos'2, and 
a3} the leading men of Jeruſalem went out after them in ſackcloth, 
taff uſing all arguments to bring them off their defizu, and aſking 
tn, them if they would ſacrifice Jeruſalem and all that was dear 
Ng to them, only to be reveng'd of one Galilean ? This brought 
a!) theſe hot-ſpurs to themſelves, and the fit went off. After this 
the countries were over-run with men of prey, whereupon 
the Samaritans addreſſed themſelves to Numidius Quadratus, 
then governor of Syria, who coming into Judea, did execution 
upon ſome of the Jews, and ordered Camanus, and Celer the 
®tribune, away to Rome, that they might anſwer for themſelves 
to Claudius; who having heard what Camanus, Celer, and the 
Samaritans, could ſay in the caſe, he gave ſentence againſt them; 
Camanus was baniſh'd, and Celer was to have his head {truck 
re off, and his body drag'd thro' the ſtreets of Jeruſalem. (lau- 

fx to the government of Judea, Samaria, 


he dius now advances F . 
en, Galilee, and Perea. He preferred Agrippa from the kingdom 
e of Chalois to the province that had been Philip's, adding alſo 
nd the kingdom of Lyſania, and the tetrarchy that had been Va- 
0 fie Claudius dies in the 14th year of his reign, and Nero 
nd ſucceeds to the Roman empire. Under this new emperor, Ati- 
by ſtobulus had the government of Armenia the leſs conferr'd up- 
ru-® on him, and the territories of Agrippa were conſiderably en- 
n i larged. Felix begins immediately to look after the robbers who 
bar had now infelted the country for twenty years ; he took Flea- 
opa zar their leader, with ſeveral others, and ſent them bound to 
and Rome. The murders and miſchiefs theſe robbers had conimit- 
ea ted were almoſt incredible. So ſoon as theſe ruftans were diſ- 
ori perſed, another kind of cut-throats ſtarted up. under the name 
ons of Sicarii, from the word Sica, figaifying their weapon; their 
nus ay was to run with the multitudes, and to ſtab their enemies 
cle. with ſhort daggers which they carried under their coats; and 
ere when the murder was committed, none ſo forward as they ts 

wonder at the villany. Jonathan the kigh-pricſt was the firſt 
-ca"Fthat fell by them. This put all the city into fears and tumults, 

tOFhecauſe it was as dangerous to walk the ſtreets as to be in battle. 
er The Jews fell now into worſe calamities than the former, occa- 
lier, goned b impoltors, ſeducers, and pretenders to religion; they 
the drew off the people into woods and ſolitudes; but Felix ſent, a 
Goch body of horſe after them, and gave them a defeat. There can 
zeit z alſo a magician from Egypt, and a prophet in pretence. he got 
| above 30,000 at his heels, marched his followers te mount Oli- 
 Nevet ; but before he could cxecute his deſigns, Felix met him, 
leatfo2ve him battle, and entirely routed him. The magician and 
„ 2Frobbers carried on their deſign with abundance of artifice, ca- 
020Sballing how to ſet up abſolute liberty, and free the Jews from 


02 the Roman yoke: in a liule 2 all Judea was in a combuſtion, 
i MJ . = ; 
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and brought to the laſt extremity of deſperation, betwixt dreadther 
and trouble, This. commotion was heightned by another ont-fweri 
ragious tumult, the Jews and Syrians diſputed the point, whe- fore 
ther had the better property in Caeſatea, they flew in arms, a vo 
which was followed with a great. deal of ſlaughter and blood-Yfavc 
+ ſhed, both parties being too warm upon it to come to terms off hou 
agreement. Felix, when he could not bring them to reaſon, ſacc 
..commanded the faction out of the city by proclamation, and tity 
thoſe that rebelled were made a ſacrifice, — their goods were pea 
ſeiz' d. The debate at laſt was referred to Nero. Beſtus ſucceeds and 
Felix, and his firſt attempt was upon the highwaymen. Albinus 
got the government after Feſtus, and proved a corxupt and ty-M inte 
. rannical governor, tho' he was quite outdone by ſeſſius Florus and 
that ſucceeded, Under.him whe ſews,began to reſent the ſlave - the 
ry they were reduced to, and made their application to Caſſius rea 
_ Gellius, governor of Syria, tho' they were handſomely ſhuM'd® Flo 
off, and had no redreſs for't. Florus in the mean time did what® us 
ne could to make the Jews rebel, chat in the: heat of the. war kn 
the memory of his own offenc*s might be loſt. By this time fro 
the Caeſarean Greeks bad carried the cauſe againſt the ewa ma 
before Cefar, and had obtained a decree in their favour, which for 
ſentence gra Tiſe to the Jewiſh war, this was concluded upon ret 
in the twelfth year of Nero, The affair of Caeſarea being the the 
ſource of the war we ſnhall he more particular upon it. A cer- tot 
. . tain Greek had a houſe in Cacſarea, juſt in the neighbourhood F ext 
of the Jewiſh ſynagogue ; this was an eye-ſore to the Jews; aft 
and they endeavour'd to purchaſe it at any price; but the man xiſc 
out of meer croſineſs, would not part with it, but blockt up the gz 
paſſage to the ſynagogue, with ſhops, and ſuch like impedi - thy 
ments: the Jews contracted with Florus for eight talents. to for- e 
bid the building; he, upon the receipt of it, makes off for 8e- ,, 
Jaſta, and gave them their full liberty to cut one another's yy} 
roats. * 
The next day, being'the ſahbath, a ſpiteful Caeſarean ſet an - 
.earthen veſſel, with a ſacrifice of birds upon it before the door fe 
of the ſynagogue, which nettled the Jews to ſome purpoſe, who ne 
- finding matters ripening apace to a war, remov'd their laws to 
” . ſons: diſtance, and went igumediately to make their complaint: x, 
to Florus; who, ſo ſoon as they reminded him of the eight ta- 
- lents, and told him they had removed their laws, he makes p. 
them priſoners. This action gave the _ to the Jews at ſe - 
ruſalem. Florus at this time ſent in Ceſar's name for ſeventeen jn 
taleuts out of the 8 ; upon which one of the mutineersz, 
in mockery, went about the-ſtreets with a baſket, begging brok - 
en meat for poor miſerable Florus. The Jews, in this condition, 1 
met in & body before Florus, who was mounted on the tribu - f 
11 to preſent their Felchen de and beg favour; hut Flerus, . 
à cage, orger d his Ioldiet to kill all they met. On hes dax 2 
| N t 3 : 7 
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S titude, march'd out to meet t ; 
peace; but the ſoldiers taking the opportunity, fell upon them, 
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ere was 600 ſlain, and a great number of the Equeſtrian order 
were whipt and ——— ich was a piece of cruelty never be- 
fore practiſed. Upon Berenice's coming up to Jerufalem to pay 
a vow, and finding ſuch troubles on foot, ſhe mov d Florus in the 


-F favour of the Jews, who were now pretty peaceable; Florus, 


however, was troubl'd at it, and projects a new broil, which 
ſucceeded ſoon after; for the prieſt and princes, with the mul- 
Ne ſoldiers with diſpoſitions of 


and made a dreadful deſtruction. Florus in the midſt of the hur- 
ry, attempted the caſtle, but was beaten off by the numbers tliat 
intercepted him; upon tkis repulſe, he retir d to the palace; 


and the communication being cut off betwixt fort Antonio and : 


the temple, he gave over his deſign, and returned to Ceſa- 
rea, leaving a garriſon, as the high-prieſt and4he ſenate deſi d. 
Florus having the opportunity, complains of the Jews to Ceſti- 
us, as Ceſar's enemies, who ſends Politianus to Jeruſalem to 


know the truth. The Jews meet him and Agrippa 60 furlongs 
from the city making their complaints what havock Florus had 
made among them ; and the women made miſerable out- cries 


for the Joſs of their huſbands,” Politianus being fully inform'd - 
returns to Cote, Revenge ogy a at jeruſalem, who harangued 
the people in publick, qualify'd their grievances;,and brought them 


ern to ſome moderation. However, all was ineffectual, as the fire was 


extinguiſh'd in one place it burſt out in another; for immedately 


after, Maſſada was {urpriz'd by a party of the faction, and the gar- 


riſon put to the ſword, At the lame time Eleazar a deſperate 


<2: daring young man,preſs'd the-Jewiſh prieſts in Jeruſalem to rejeR 


di · 
Or- 
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bor 
'hek 
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ie to Antonia, and took it, cutting the garriſon to pieces, and 
alter war 
v0 po 


the cuttomary ſacrifices of the Romans. Men of the belt quality 
were highly difpleas'd with the prohibirion, and endeavoured to 
expole the impicty and injuſtice of it, together wih the affront 
which Ceſar would receive upon it : precedents and reports were” 
conſulted, and nothing was found to ſupport the practice; how- 
ever, the faction prevail'd, and the moderate men applied them- 
ſelves te Florus and Agrippa for ſuccour. It was acceptable 
news to Florus, who was inclin'd to foment and inflame the war. 
Agrippa notwithſtanding, for his own intereſt ſent troops to Je- 
ralalem; and, upon their arrival, the war broke out in the city; 
the diſpute laſted ten days with great ſlaughter on both fides ; 
but upon the feſtival of Xylophoria, the king's troops were worſt- 
ed, and the faction leaving the upper town, laid all before them 


in aſhes; the records and the offices were all burnt, that the 


creditors had nothing to ſhew for their money; ſo that the Deg 
bog debtors were effectually brought over to the rebels. 
The nobility and perſons of quality were forc'd to hide them- 
ſelves in links and vaults. The day following the faction laid 


— 


ds ſer fire to the place, where Agripps's troups had taken 
* WA ſanctuary 
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ſanctuary; in a little time they undermin'd and over-turn'd the 
Turret, whereupon the king's people "eg leave to depart, which 

your was only granted to them. The Romans left behind were 
quite diſpirited, their 3 burnt and they purſued and ſlain 
in the places of ſafety. The day after, Ananias and Hezekiah 


were taken out of finks, and diſpatched by the Sicarii. Mana- 


hem, who had headed the faction, now ſets up for a prince; 


but in the midit of his hopes, he's ſurpriz'd and put to death. 
and articles 
betwixt Eleazar and Metilias the Roman general; but when * 
(according to compact) they came to deliver up their ſwords * 
and ſhields, Eleazar's guards broke in upon them and flew them; 
Metilias only eſcaping upon promiſe ot Judaizing, and being 
eircumeiſed. This outrage was an evident prologue to the de- 
Uructioo of the Jews; for the loſs of theſe troops out of ſuch 
valt mies which the Romans were malters of was inſigniſicant. 


After this, there was a treaty ratify'd upon oath 


Upon the very ſame day and hour (as divine providence would 


J. ait) there was a maſſacre of above 20 oo Jews at Ceſarea, 


* 


ſo that not a Jew was left; and thoſe that fled, Florus piekt up 


and ſent them in chains to the galleys ; this butchery alarm'd 
the Jews, who diſperſed themſelves into ſeveral bodies, laying 


all the bordering cities waſte: at this juncture the Syrians began 


to make reptiſals upon the Jews ; fo that the days were entre» 


ly ſpent in ſlaughter, and the nights in fear. W hen the Jews 2 
were advanced upon the borders of Scythopolis they found the 


very Jews in that, quarter their e nemics. The tvhabitapts of 


't 
upon this news they made a ſally and cut all off, to the number 


of 13,000, ſeized the pillage and went their way. After this 
example, 2500 of them were ſlain in Aſkalon, 2000 in btole- 


mais, and more ty d in chains. In a ſhort while atier, the re- 
bels got Ner- of the caſtle of Cyprus, put the garriſon to 
the [word, 
the Roman garriſon at Macherus to ſurrender. ; 
Theſe outrages being upon the wheel, the Jews and the 
Greeks in Alexandria happened to diſagree ; and Tiberias find- 


ing the uproar could not be laid without miſchief, he turned 


his whole army loole upon the Jews ; and 'tis certain that death 
and deſtruction never appeared in ſuch dreadfui ſhapes ; the 
confuſion being a little over, there were go, ooo dead bodies 
piled up on a heap, the place all flowing with gore. 


I 6 
* 


r having ſent out their ſcouts one night, they got in- 
elligcnce that the les lay expoſed, and in a careleſs poſture; + 


© Brno 


and demoliſhed the place. Afterwards they forced 


1 
7 


Ihe ſews at this time a day were rendered extremely hate- 


ful, and the power of the Romans appeared more and more. 


formidable, Ceſtius and Agrippa join vaſt forces together; they 
immediately marched their troops to Zebulon the ſtrongęſt ci- 
ty of Galilee, which they found deſerted. Then Ceſtius retuins , | 
ed to Frolemais, and ſent a detatchment to Joppa, with orders. þ 
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Whole army were endangered; however, the Jews were forced 


being repulſed, Agrippa propounds an alliance, and {ends Bor- 
ceus and Phebus to manage the treaty ; but the Jews riſe up- 
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to attack the place upon the leaſt reſiſtance from the Jews, 
which was accordingly 1 may the people were lain to the 
number of 84,000, and the place was reduced to aſhes. The 
like was done in the toparchy of Narbertane, where the coun» 
try was laid waſte, the inhabitants flain, and their cities redue- 
ed to aſhes. The Romans were now grown too hard for the 
free booters, and Ceſtius advances with his army to Antipatris, 
burns Lydda, and encamps within FO furlongs of Jeruſalem : 
but the Jews making a ſally on the ſabbath-day, Ceſtius and the 


to retreat, and make their way back to the city, till the Ro- 
mans began to draw off, and then they fell furiouſly on their 
rear, kill'd feveral, and ſeiz d their carriages. The Romans 


on it, and kill Phebus, tho' Borceus got off with his wounds: 
this affront provokes Ceſtius, he falls upon the faction, routed 
them, and purſued them up to the very walls of Jeruſalem, - 
where he had a fair opportunity of taking the city, the gates 


; being offered to bim; but ſlipping the critical ſeaſon, the Jews 


ather'd courage, and defended the walls with bravery, The 
omans, upon this extremity, invented a way to cover their pi- 


* oncers from the fury of the enemy, by Joining buckler to buck - 
lier; bur all would not do, Ceſlius quits the ge and the ene- 
r 


% 


my falls upon the rear, and gives the Romans a dreadful blow 5 
and had they not wanted day-light, they had given the Romans 


ga fatal overthrow. Ceſtius ſhrunk away in the night, and his 
. 1 ſo diers, being ſomething in haſte, they dropt alt their machines, 


flings, and other inſtruments of war, which they afterwards 


2 made uſe of againſt the Romans. The more conſiderable of the 


ws were apprehenſive of a {torm, and quitted Jeruſalem,  . 
ow the news of the laſt defeat had ſpread as far as 9 8 


5 where the jews were ſurprized by + x and 10,0900 0 


them had their throats cut in one hour. The Jews having now 
a little reſpite, they make a reform in their government: Jo- 


*  ſeph, the ſon of Gorion, and Ananus the high- prieſt, were cho» 


ſen officers in civil affairs, and the rebuilding the walls was re- 
commended to their care. They ſent Jaſus, the ſon of Sapphas, 
and Eleazar, ſon of the new high-prieft, as commanders, into 
Idumea. Joreph the {on of Simon, was diſpaten'd into Jericho, 
Manaſſes beyond the river, and John the Eſſene, to Thamna 
John, the ſon of Ananias, was made governor of Gophnitis an 
Acrabatine. Joſeph, the ſon of Matthias, governor of both the 


2 
* - 


|  Galilees, This ſeph, when he came into Galilee, made ſure 


of the hearts of his ſubjects; he choſe the council of ſeventy 
out of the elders and beſt. men of the nation: ſeyen of the jud= 
pet were ſent into every city, to determine all common gauſes; 
but the Capital was reſerved for himſelf, ' His next piece of po- 
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N - licy was to wall in all the defenſible cities, and regulate his for - 


ces after the Roman diſcipline. His army was numerous enough 
mr a ſhort time, conſiſting of 60,000 foot, 2500 horſe, and 45, o 
mercenaries, with 600 ſelect men for the __ of his own per- 
Jon. The conduct of Joſeph was very juſt ; tho' he was muck 
troubl'd with the underhand dealing of that John of. Gifchala, 
zho' in the end this John, with Saphoris, Gamala, and Fiberais, 
goes over to the enemy. Gahlee was now at peace; but the 
igh- prieft, and the great men of Jeruſalem, were” rebuildin 
the walls, and procuring all forts of military inſtruments — 


the Romans came there. The Roman empire was not a little 
out of order at this time, the diſaſter of Ceſtius in Judea had 
F fifuck a damp upon the ſpirits of Nero tho' he carry'd off the 
| - fit with ſomach and ambition, as if he had been perſectly ex- 
empted from the common accidents of human life, and quite 
above the-inquietudes of fortune. Veſpaſian was then pitch'd 
ove for the government of Syria, he immediately ſends Titus 
His fon for Alexandria, and makes (trait into Syria himſelf, 
where the Roman troops and auxiliaries came to rendezvous, 
The defeat of Ceſtius had made the Jews very bold and inſo- 
lent, ſo that they thought it — till they came to blows with 
the Romans, upon which they advance to Aſkalon, where the 
bodies were ſoon after engaged, and the Jews totally routed, 
30,000 of them being kill 
the Jews half mad, betwixt a deſpon ſorrow and a thirſt of 
revenge, make towards the Romans, but falling into an ambuſh 
If Anthony's, 8900 of them were ſlain ; the Romans now put 
fre to the caſtle of Aſcalon, where Niger, the PID general, 
was block'd up: but Niger, leaping off the top of the caſtle iuto 


encouragement of the Jews, When the victory was over, Ve- 
fpaſian marched his army to Antioch, where Agrippa joined 
him with his troops; he went thence for Ptolemais, where the 
inhabitants of Sephoris were expecting him; he gave them a 
EF 'parriſon, and their city being large, and well foruty'd it was 
F of great importance to have it in good hands. Galilee at this 
time was all covered with fire and blood, the calamity was ge- 
pefal, and nothing left to truſt to but the town that Joſeph had 
E walled is. Titus had now joined his father Veſpaſian, with the 


took Gadara by aſſault, and the Romans pat all to the-ſword; 
vſeph, under ſo | uy 
lem, whether te fight or treat; If the former, they muſt ſen 


machines, the city had death now in the very face of it, before 


d on the ___ Upon this occaſion 
ing 


| © a deep: vault, made his eſcape very providentially, to the great 


troops he brought from Alexandria; with theſe recruits Veſpa- 
ſian marches into Galilee ; and upon his approach, Joſeph is 
| abandon'd by his men; and being forced to conſult his own ſe- 
+ curity, he withdraws to Tiberias. Veſpaſian in the mean time 


me diſcontent, remits it to the council of* Jerus * 


17 
: 


\ him an army to give battle to the Romans; whillt the expreſs 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 7 
was going, he ſlipt away out of Tiberias into Jotapata'; but a 
deſerter givin bay wy notice; he reſolved upon the fie e of 
that place, where the Jews and the Romans maintained a light 
for five days ſucceſſively, without deciding the victory. Abun- 
dance of miſchief was committed on both ſides; and the water 
growing ſcarce in the city, the Jews were put out of patience; - 
owever, many parcels of cloths were hung upon the batile- 
ments dropping wet, which kept their weak fide from the know- 
ledge of the Romans. Matters were now brought to the laſt 
extremity ; and the Jews taking courage once more, made ex- 
curſions upon the enemy for four days together, which gall'd 
the Romans very much. Veſpaſian upon this, bids his men give 
over the aſſault, becauſe the Jews were deſperate, hghting for 
* — lives, while the Romans only took up arms to extend their” 
dominions : but the Jews perſifting in their humour, Veſpaſian 
renews the attack, the rams and engines were all fet at work; - 
the Jews having recourſe to fire, made a ſtrange work with it a- 
mong the machines of the Romans: Veſpaſian received a flight 
wound in his ancle, which enraged his men to that degree, that 
they puſh'd on the aſſault with double fury, continued the hght * 
all night; and great numbers of brave men were {lain ; the Ko- 
man engines, about break of day, made a breach in the wall, 
the ſacks and hides which the Jews had placed for defence, 
doing them no more ſervice ; however, with their bodies and” 
arms together, they made good the breach before the enemy 
could paſs the ditch. * The Roman army having refreſh'd, Ve- 
ſpaſian order'd the attack to be renew'd; which occafion'd a 
bloody conflict, the Romans advancing, under the cover of their 
bucklers, to the walls; the Jews E oil upon them, - 
Veſpaſian ordered platforms to be rais'd, whence they play d 
upon the beſieged with great advantage; in ſhort, the Jews were 
oblig'd to quit the breach, after a brave reſiſtance, fatigu'd wih 
duty and over-watch'd. At the time when the Romans entered 
the city, there fell ſuch a miſt, that the Jews could not ſee a- 
bout them, and ſo were ſurprized; 40,00 men were ſlain in 
this ſiege, the city raz'd, and the caſtles burnt. About the 
cloſe of this ſiege of Jotapata, Trajan was ſent to reduce Joppay 


the people met him on the way, gave him battle, and were route! - 
ed making their flight to the firſt incloſure ; and the gates being 


ſnut againſt them, they were miſerably ſlaughtered. Titus came 
up to join Trajan, they mounted the walls, entered the towny- 
and flew. in the city, and in the firſt encounter, to the number 
of 15,000, beſides 1300 priſoners, The Samaritans at the 
ame me were meditating a rebellion upon mount Gerizim, 
and Veſpaſian diſparch'd Cerealis to take care of them, who of- 
fered them an indemnity ; which being rejected every man of 
them was put to the ſword, to the number of 11.600. Joſeph, it 
— ſeems, after Jotapata was . had the good ſortune to make 
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is eſcape into a deep vault, wheic he found forty eminent per- 
ſosns concealed, but was betrayed by a woman. Veſpaſian ſent 
twice to him, and gave him aſſurance of being treated very ho- 
nourably ; at laſt, Nicanor, his old acquaintance, came to him; 
and after a long ſuſpence, he reſolved to ſurrender himſelf up 
to the Romans: but firſt addreſſing himſelf to Almighty God to 
this effect: Great God, — * he, fare it is thy bleſſed will to 
depreſs the Jews, and exalt 

inltrument to foretel thy purpoſe : I ſubmit myſelf to thy pro- 


the Romans, and to make me the 


vidence, and to the acceptance of my life, upon condition f 


ſurrendring myſelf up to the Romans: but in the preſence of thy 
Sacred Majeſty, I do ikewiſe declare, that I do it as the mini- 
ſer of >, good pleaſure, and not as the betrayer of my coun- 
try. Joſeph now gives himſelf up to Nicanor, and all his com- 
| lng > running up to him with clamorous invectives, draw- 
Ing their ſwords and threatning to kill him that inſtant, if he 
ſubmitted to the Romans, Whereupon Joſeph expeſtulates the 
matter with them at large, and argues very copioufly againſtthe 
fin of felf-murder : his ſpeech was to this purpoſe ; If, ſays he, 
the Romans have a mind to ſpare an enemy, ſhall that enemy 
be ſo cruel as not to ſpare himſelf? Tis nothing but the fear of 
death that keeps us from going up to the Romans; and ſhall we 
caſt ourſelves into a certain death one way, for fear of an un- 
certain death another? Beſides, the principle of ſelf- preſervation 
7s 4 in all living creatures; and for any thing to deltroy 
welt, is contrary to nature, and conſequently, a ſacrilegious 
wickedneſs againſt God himſelf. No creature ſeeks to deſtroy 
mielf contrary to the univerſal impulſe. Farther, the foul is 
God's depofitum, and ſhall we preſume to rob the Divine Ma- 
zeſty, and come off without eicher diſcovery or puniſhment ? The 
ws of our conſtitution have provided ſufficiently againſt ſelf- 
murder: he that kills bimſelf is not allow'd burial till after ;un- 
fet. Tho' if nothing will ſerve us but dying, let us fall by the 
| bands of thoſe that have maſter d us; I am not for tooling away 
my life. And put the caſe, that the Komans ſhould prove treach- 
| erous, the baſeneſs of the perfidy will in ſome meaſure comfort 
zus, When we conſider that the authors of our ruin have made 
themſelves infamous and odious to eternity. 
When he had ſaid this, and more, the Jews would not be re- 
. claim'd from the barbarous reſolution of deſtroying both him 
and themſelves ; Joleph determines at laſt to put his life to the 
hazard: well, ſays he, ſince you are reſoly'd upon death, kt 
us calt lots one after another for our lives; and he upon whom 
| the lot falls, ſhall be kill'd by the next man; this will prevent 


ſelf murder ; beſides, twere unreaſouable when ſome part of us 
are dead, that the reſt ſhould repent and eſcape. This expedi- 


ſuecel- 
\ Joſeph} : | 


ſu 4 
game gin, 


ent pleaſed them, and they fell to work upon't, dyin 
+ rely as tbe lots fell upon them, till at laſt there was only 
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and one more remaining; hereupon Joſeph told him, that if they 
caſt lots again, the one of them muſt die: this prevail'd upon his 
companion to live. After this, Joſeph is conducted by Nicanor 


to Veſpafian, and Titus entertains a very high eſteem of him. k 


Joſeph foretels the ſucceſſion of Veſpaſian and Titus to the 
empire, which got him a conſiderable reputation; tho' he was 
kept under reſtraint, be was treated: notwithſtanding very ho- 
nourably with conrteſy and reſpect! Joppa: was now grown a 
rfe& den of thieves and mutineers, who were very bufy abour 
ortifying the place; but Veſpairan being informed what they 
were a doing, ſent a body of horſe and foot againſt them, who" 
making their entrance in the night, ſurpriz'd the inhabitams at 
ſuch a rate, that they run all aboard in a hurry, and lay all thar 
night off at ſea, ſomething more than a flight {het from the 
town. But while they were riding in this itation, there aroſe 
a furious ſtorm, call'd the Black north ; this wind battered theirs 
veſſels to pieces one againſt another, and {hipwreck'd them up- 
on rocks, that in a little time there were 42,009 bodies caſt up 
with the tide. The late action at Jotapata was not believ'd ar 
—— ſeeing there was not a man left to carry the news; 
owever, ſo ſoon as they were certainly informed of it, and that 
Joleph was living, and in credit with the Romans, they conceiv- 


ed the molt venemous envy and hatred of him, and were alſ@ - 


tranſported with greater rage againſt the Romans, as if their 
wreaking their malice 4 wn them were the readiclt way to be 
revenged on Joſeph. After this, Agrippa treats Veſpaſian and 
his army 20 days at Ceſarea Philippi, where bad news arrived 
at Tiberias and Tariche (both of them dependencies on the 
kingdom of Agrippa) that the former was revolted, and the 
other was wavering; hereupon Veſpaſian orders ſome troops to 


Scythopolis, and encamps at Enabris, within fight of the rebels; 


here Valerian receives inſtructions to go and ſpeak them fair; 
but the faction fell upon Valerian by ſurprize, who made his 
eſcape on foot, with only five men, leaving their horſes a booty: 
for the rebels. The more moderate men in the city being ap- 
prehenfive of a revenge, go out immediately, to the Roman 


camp, to throw themſelves at Veſpaſian's feet for mercy, whe 


pardons the affront at the inſtance of Agrippa. In the mean 
time the faction thought that the city would ſhortly be too hot 


for them, and ſo flipt away to Jarichees. Veſpaſian upon this 


march'd up to the city, and was received with acclamations, 
The affairs of Tiberias 1 ſettled, Veſpaſian encamps be- 

„which was a place of ſtrength, 
and'ſituate on the lake of Genezareth; while the Roman camp 
Was erecting, the faction poured in upon them, under the com- 
mind-of jefus; but were ſoon beaten off, and purſued tothe 
lake, where there lay a fleet of armed boats to receive the re- 


treat; immediately upon this there appcar d a. vaſt body. of 
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eus on the next plain, and Titus was ſent out to look after 


'v them, who finding himſelf mightily over number'd, ſtands u 


- an eminence; and makes a very exquiſite diſcourſe to his ſoldi- 
ers, wherein he repreſented the courage and diſcipline of his 
men, with the fignal victories they had all along been accuſtom'd 
to; theſe advantages, he told them, anſwered dull Candy to the 
ine quality of their numbers. Neither did he omit the want of 
diſcipline and order among the Jews ; that they were too nu- 
merous, and conſequently unwieldy. He inſpired them with 
Hopes of — before any reinforcements could come up to 
their aſhſtance from the camp, ſo that they ſhould have no ſhar- 
ers in the conqueſt. This harangue diſpos'd the Roman ſoldiers 
with pure heroiſm on the ſudden : ſo they charg'd in upon the 
body of the Jews, who were ſoon diſordered ; the Romans 
rode over them, tumbled them one upon another, and made a 
dreadful havock among them; thoſe of the Jews, that had the 
opportunity made the beſt of their way into the city, where 
they began to ſquabble and diſagree among themſelves. Titus 
underſtood the matter, and having harangued his men affreſh, 
upon the preſent occaſion, he entered the town, and carry'd 
all. before him: and fo ſoon as the faction was deſtroyed he 
ve quarter to the natives. When this great action was over 
Tuus ſent an expreſs to his father with the news, and ordere 
veſſels ta be built and diſpatched in purſuit of thoſe that had 
t off. When the boats were equipt, Veſpalian goes aboard 
Pimſelf, and encounters the joun upon the lake, where they 
were all flain, or over-turned and drown'd ; ſo that there was 
nothing to be ſeen but death and deſtruction in all the varieti-$ 
of horror. The number of the ſlain in both actions was « } 
perſons. When the engagement was ended, Veſpaſian held 2 
Council, what the priſoners that were ſtrangers ſhould be done 
with; and this was the concluſion : that 12,000, who were 
unable to bear arms, ſhould be put to death; and 6000 of the 


eſt bodied men were to be ſent to Nero at the I{thmus:; 
and 30, 300 fold for ſlaves. 


About this time Gamala revolts; this city was erected on a 
zock that riſes out of a high mountain, This place had been 


zeckoned upon as impregnable, both upon the account of its 


* 


„ -matura] ſituation, and the trenches and defences that were run 
bout it 


„Veſpaſian reſolves upon the liege, advances up to 


the place, and ſhortly after rakes it by afſai t; but was forced 


s. This was the ſevereſt blow 
that eyer the Romans had receiv'd : and, to make the beſt on'r; 
Veſpaſian ſupports his men with the following ſpeech: well, 
ſays he, fince misfortunes cannot be avoided, let them be gene- 
_ Tonſly born; and it is not for one ſort of men to expect an ex · 

emption from the common lot of mankind, Whoever conkders 


ihne nature of. war, will find, that victory is not to be gain d 
2 Tr. 9 5 without 2 
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without blood; and that fortune is variable; and, that this 
loſs is but a repriſal for the many thouſands of the Jews that we 
have ſlain before. Confider, ſays he, how inſenſibly the changes 
paſs from one extreme to the other, and that no man is truly 
reat, but he that ſtands his ground, and keeps up the ſame 
Haniry of mind in all conditions, correcting the mahgnity of 
the one by the prudence of the other. He concluded the ſpeech 
with telling them plainly, that the miſcarriage was entirely w- 


ing to their own cagernels, in puſhing the advantage over far; 


and that every man had this ſatisfaction in his own power, it he 
would but apply himſelf, and ſo revenge the death of his frien 
upon the heads of thofe that deſtroy'd them. This diſcourſe o 


Veſpaſian's gave new life to his army. In the mean time, 


there was a-conſiderable body of Jews in rebellion upon mount 


Itaber ; Veſpaſian having notice of it, ſent Placidus to ſuppreſs 
them; but the mountaiy being inacceſhble, Placidus —— 
down the Jews, falls upon them, and put them to the ſword, 
The inhabitants of Gamala all the while made a ſtout defence, 
tho” the fall of a tower ſtruck them with a panick fear; before 
the ſurprize was worn off, Titus comes up to the liege, enters 
the town, where nothing was to be ſeen or heard of but death 
in all forms, and the ſtreets flowing with blood. The next at- 
tempt of Veſpalian, was upon the caſtle; and having planted 


his men, upon a rock above the Jews, they made a dreadful 


laughter among them; the very wind drove the Roman arrows 
full in the face of the Jews; while thoſe of the Jews either 
ſcrew'd by the mark, or dropt ſhort. In the midſt of this con- 
fuſion, there were, that caſt themſelves with their wives and 
children down the precipice from the tower, to the number of 
5©00O, that of the ſlain being only 4000, ſo much more merciful 
were the Romans to the Jews, than the Jews were to theme» 
ſelves. After the overthrow of Gamala, there was one labour 
more remaining, which would compleat the Roman conqueſts 
over all Galilee, and this was the reducing Giſchala; the inha- 
bitants of which were ſeduced by a notoripus impoltor, whoſe 
name was Joſeph : Titus was ſent upon this errand; and when 
matters were juſt coming to a battle, he freely oflered them, 
peace,and an amneſty of what had palt,with the exerciſe of their 


own religion, if they'd be ſubject to the Roman power, John of, - 


4 2 
* 
s 


at were left behind, were now > x 


Giſchala ſeemingly accepts the offer; but puts off the trea 
and eſcapes in the night _ ſeveral conſiderable - men 
the town. The inhabitants that w: 

a very miſerable diitreſs and confuſion; however, they rece 


Titus into the city; and are treated very mercifully. John of 


Giſchala by this time gets ſafe into Jeruſalem, where he cover'd 
his ſlight with lies an 
ence and foreſight ſaw quitettiro' the pretence.. Jeruſalem. 


was 
now all over / pelter d with brouls and tumults:; and becauſe the 
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tes were always open to the Jews, there were two bodies of © info 
* thieves and robbers that got into the city, where they plun- to ſi 
der'd and deſtroy'd all before them, putting the moſt eminent ¶ poſi 
rſons to death whom'they had taken ry > they got alſo F extr 
into the temple, pillaging all they could find, creating high- in f 
rieſts at pleafure, and eveling their impieties againſt God dan 
imſelf. "Theſe outrages touched the prieſts very ſenſibly, who to t 
{tood by as ſpectators of the wickedneſs, The people, upon this, _ F 
bend their thoughts upon revenge; Gorion and Simon do their fign 
utmoſt to carry on their deſign ; Jeſus and Ananus are as for- & wr'« 
ward as any to throw of the yoke; the latter was the high- we 
prieſt, and being at that time in the middle of the croud, and han 
and caſting many a ſorrowful lopk towards ie temple with tears Þ ſelf 
in. his eyes, Why did 1 not rather die, ſays he, than live to ro 
the houſe of God thus polluted and prophaned ; and the wick- Þ in: 
edeſt of men promiſcuouſly ruſh into thoſe ſacred places of pri - ate 
vilege, that were only reſerved for the high-prieſt ? Why do I Þ Jol 
live and ſee all this? In my ſacerdotal robes too, and the name of XZ anc 
God written on my fore-head ! What have I to do more under de} 
my circumſtances, than to give up my lite to God and my duty? wa 
After all theſe ſufferings; one upon the neck of another, can you to 
have the patience now to ſee your holy altar prophaned, and |: ſtil 
your religion expoſed to ſcorn, without ſhewing ſome reſentment th 
worrh$et your profeſſion? They are poſſeſſed of the ſtrongeſt 2 ſpc 
place in the city; and that which you call the temple, ſerves |. Je 
them only as an impregnable caſtle, maintain'd againſt you, and wi 
Will you bear this always? I am ſure you never inherited this ou 
abje& temper from your anceltors ; witneſs the many and dan- ho 
gerous wars they underwent again(l the Medes and Egyptianz, Ws 
ro aſſert their freedom. Ananus was very particular in this th. 
ſpeech, telling them, that the Romans had more humanity than th. 
the Zealots, who were theis own countrymen ; and adding, That 
| if they ſhould all of them fall in the conteſt, with than rava» | 
| rs, there could nothing be more glorious than to lay down | 
their lives at the gates of the temple, for the henour of Ged, 
and in the ſervice of his holy houſe and caufe; as for the con- 
duct of rhe enterprize, he aſſured them, they ſhould have his in 
heart, hand, example, and advice, along with them, This diſ- | 
* courſe irritated the people, and made them very eager to engag es 
tze faction; 12atters came to an engagement immediately; an th 
at laſt the Zealots were over powered by the people, and made in 
their retreat into the temple ; and being driven out of the firſt n 
court they got into the ſecond encloſure; tho' Ananus would te 
not 22 e temple with blood and violence, only upon the FF U 
| poiches of the temple he fixt 6000 choice men to keep matters | . 


= quiet. Jobn of Giichala was very buly on both ſides at this 10 
&.  Junqure, carrying neus to the Zealots of what paſs'd in the 

Councils of Ananus, However, out of ſome malicious K le 
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to ſend depuries to Veſpaſian, and invite him to come and take 

poſſeſſion of the city ; this lie was followed with advice that was 

extreamly pernicious ; he told them that unleſs they would ca 

in ſome foreign aſſiſtance, they were now in the extremity o 

danger. Upon this occaſion the Zealots writ to the Idumeans 

to this effect, 8 0 E 5 
Finding chat Ananus, having ſirſt ſeduc'd the people, has de- 


ſign'd the betraying of Jeruſaicm to the Romans; we have re- 
c 


tir'd into the temple in defence of the common liberty, where 


we are now beſieged, and upon the point of falling int& the 
hands of Ananvus, and the reſt of our enemies, and the city it» 


ſelf into the hands of the Romans, without immediate relief. 
The letter was no ſooner read, than the requeſt was granted, 


in a levy of near 20,c00 men to their aſſiſtance, which immedi- 


ately begins their march to Jeruſalem, under the command of 
John and James, the ſons of Sofas ; Simon the fon of Calthas ; 


and Phineas the ſon of Chuſoth. Ananus knew nothing of the 


depuration from the Zealots to the Idumeans; however, he 
was better informed of their approach, and ordered the gates 
to be ſhut up, and the walls well guarded ; but no act of ho- 


> ſtility, till he frlt try'd the force of reaſon and fair words; ſo 


that Jeſus mounted a tower over againft the Idumeans, and 


* ſpoke to this purpoſe: that of all the calamities that ever befel _ 
: Jeruſalem, it amazed him moſt, that the Idumeans ſhould join 


* with a band of miſcreants againſt the city. He told them what 
> outrages the faction had committed: that 'twas an arrant falſ- 
> hood, the report they had got amongtt them, that Jeruſalem 


Was ready to revolt to the Romans. He deſired them to aſſiſt 
e 


the people, and extirpate thoſe tyrannical maſters of the — 


that had trod their laws under foot. The ſpeech was ende 


with telling them, That it was unreaſonable the gates ſhould 
be opened till they laid down their arms. This dxcovurſe net- 


tled the Idumeans, and Simon, the ſon of Calthas, ſtands up, 
excuſes the rebels, and tells them plainly, That they were re- 


ſolved on the ſiege, till either the Romans reſcued them, or they 
in a better-humour to return back to duty and obedience. 

So ſoon as theſe ſpecches were exchanged between the parti- 
es, there was no time loſt, the Idumeans made up directly to 
the walls. While they were in this poſture, the night follow- 
ing there blew a dreadful tempek of wind and rain, accompa- 
nied with ſuch terrible earthquakes, flaſhes of lightning, and 
tearing claps of thunder, as put all people to their wits-end 
to think wbat all theſe prodigies might portend. Ananus and 
Lis party thought it was a declaration from heaven in his fa- 
your ; but the event ſhewed them to be falſe prophets, The 
Idumeans, in the mean time, cover themſelves with their buek- 
lers from the form, The Zealots were. hard at it all the 2 
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| and great a man, that from his death we might date the ruin 
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how they might ſecure their friends; and it happened by a juſt & 
providence, that when the faction made their eſcape out of the 
ſemple, Ananus was gone off to refreſh himſelf,and all the guards 
upon the gates of the temple were faſt aſleep. The Zealois had 
now this project in their heads, to deſtroy the bolts and bars of 
the city gates, which was performed accordingly. The Idumeans 
entered the city, join'd the Zealots, and made ſuch a mercileſs | 
maſſacre, that there was a torrent of blood running round the Ft! 
Temple; and by the time 'twas day-light, they reckoned 
85,000 dead bodies upon the place. They made it their chief 
buſineſs to wreak their malice on the _— ; and as ſoon 
as they found them, Ananus and Jeſus had their heads cut off, 
and their bodies trampled upon. This Ananus was ſo religious 


of Jeruſalem; and Jeſus had the good fortune to excel others | 
as far as he himſelf was out- done by Ananus. The cruelty of 
the Idumeans was not ſatisfy'd with the deaths of theſe two 
great men, the ſlaughter grew more hot, and in a little time 
after, there were twelve thouſand men of quality that had loſt 
their lives. When theſe monſters had glutted themſelves with 
this bare-Fac'd method of murder, they ſet up a mock court of | 
juſtice, that they might diſpatch them under the pretence of 
the law. Zachary tell under the ſeverity of this judicature; | 
he was the ſon of Baruck, and a man of the firſt rank; but the 
Zealots, tho' his innocence was as clear as the ſun, exhibited a 
formal charge againſt him, for being eoncern'd in the conſpirac 
to betray the city to the Romans. He made a very honourable | 
defence, and the whole court acquitted him; but after all, he 
was inhumanely murder'd in the temple by the rabble. By this. 
time the Idumeans were diſguſted with the proceedings; and, 
in ſhort, began to curſe the hour of their coming to give aſſi- 
ſtance to the faction; this diſpleaſure was heightn'd by one of en. 
the Zealots who, became penitent, and diſcovered the practice Ze 
from the beginning; which had ſuch effect upon the Idumeans, pu 
that they ſet all their priſoners at liberty, left the city, and re- | 
turned home. When the Zealots ſaw themſelves torſaken, ks 
they grew inſolent upon it, in confidence of their own ſtrength. 2. 
They put Gorion and Niger of Perea, to death, who were ſp 
men of great worth; and theſe impediments being removed, | 2 
they pradiſed all kinds of cruelty z nothing could be ſeen or: 
heard but trials and executions. . Theſe tumults, and the pre- 1 
ſent diſtreſs of the Jews in Jernſalem, were not kept ſecret tb 
from the knowledge of Veſpalian, and his officers preſſed hard | * 
upon him to improve the opportunity, and fall upon them in the I P' 
midſt of their diſorders among themſelves. The ſpeech of ve- 10 
upon this occaſion deing ſo remarkable for moderation 
and temper, that it deſerves a place; his anſwer runs thus: b 
that their-brayery was more than their policy; for ſays hey o- 
ek. +” . : attaek 
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attack the city hand over head, would be the ready way to 
ake them all friends again; whereas, if we do wait a little time 
ith patience, they'll do the buſineſs to our hands in ſpending 
their numbers and ſpirits. one upon another; for God does bet- 
ter for us than we could do for ourſelves; in delivering up the 
Jews to the Romans without labour or peril, and-piving us vice - 


Story without ſo much as a battle. Are they not already up to 
the ears in a civil war, and cutting throats among themſelves ' 


ike ſo many mad men? And who but a mad man then, will 
enter into a needleſs conteſt with mad men, and run a riſque of 
bearing part in the tragedy, when he may do his buſineſs bet- 
ter in the quality of a ſpectator? theſe people, I tell you 
are not headed, and rather than not be deſtroy'd, they'II kil 


Bone another. Now as to the prudence and honour of the mat- 


ter in queſtion, if they have a mind to weary one another, Why 


ſhould we hinder them! nor is there any reputation to be'got- 
ten by a victory that was rather caſt upon us by the faction on 
he one fide, than gain'd by the valour of the other: and this 


is efſfectually the truth of the caſe 


This diſcourſe of Veſpaſian ſati. / d his officers; and in the” 


mean time deſerters came over daily from the Zealots to ihe 
Romans, the' all the paſſages. were guarded; and thoſe that 
vere taken, unleſs they had money to redeem them, executed 


2 


forthwith, The Zealots had now loſt all ſenſe of religion, and 
trampl'd upon all that was ſacred among men, and trifled with 
divinity, making no more account of the oracles of the pro- 


= phets, than of ſo many dreams and follies. Hewever they had 
ga traditional prophecy handed down to them from antiquity, 


That in time to come there ſhould break ovt à violent ſedition- 


ia Jeruſalem ; and the Jews themſelves with their own bands, 


* 


ſhould profane the holy temple; che city to be afterwards tak - 
en, and all that was ſacred, belonging to it, laid in aſhes. The 


Zealots made no doubt of the authority of this prophecy, and 


put their own helping hands to the execution of it. : 
John of Gaſchala now ſets up for ſovereign power, which 

was a freak he had entertain'd along time in his head; he was 

a man of an imperious humour, a ready wit, and an excellent 


ſpeaker, At this time the faction divides into Zealots and Anti- a 


Zealots; and John ſides with the lattertl. 

Je uſalem being at this zime labouring under three'dreadfol ' 
judgi , ents, war, tyranny, and ſedition; tho“ war was reckoned 
the wetſt; and- therefore the people quitted- their habirations 

and fled io ſtrangers for ſanctuary, and found that ſafety and 
ris among the Romans, which they could not obtain from 
one another. e 7 


Theſe judgments were followed by a fourth, which contri- 


bated more to the deſtruction of the Jews than any of the reſt; 


Carly - 


* 


'twas die ſurprize of Maſſada by a band of bravo's call'd the Sp” , 
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carii; theſe cut-throats being ſafe in this ſtrong hold, did a 
wor 


of miſchief by murder and robbery ; and, in ſhort they 
laid all 


Judea waſte, taking Engaddi 
unleavened bread, and put all to the 
apply them 


ho 


| 


rate ſally upon the Romans; but a 


mon 
ſwor 


TiC 


mg 


e that afternoon. Ihe com- 
defence, were all put to the 
ſn the calamity, the houſes were pillaged, 
and the village laid in-aſhes : Thoſe who eſcaped by flight, 
*ſpread their terror all along as they paſs'd the inhabitants quit- 
their babitations, and retiring in prodigious numbers to je- 
o; Placidus, in the courſe of his good fortune, pur 
them to the river Jordan, putting every creature to the {word 
that was overtaken in the way. When the fugitives came to 
the river, it proved impaſſable, by reaſon of the rains; hat 
they were reduced to a fatal neceſfity of fighting. where they 
were ſoon worſted, and ſome reckon u 
the place, and 2000 taken. This diſal 
Jews had ever yet received: the high-ways were cover'd with + 


| Uead bodies, and the river Jordan choak'd up with ea 


ſtorm, at the feaſt of 
ord they could meet 
all' d at home by one another, they 
ves to Veſpalian for relief, who in a geneous ten- 
derneſs for the cauſe and condition of an unhappy people, ad- 
vances with his army nearer the city, not, as 'twas imagined, 
to lay a cloſe ſiege to it; but upon a proſpeR of delivering them 
from any ſiege at all, by reducing all ſtrong holds about it in 
the firſt place, ſo as to leave no impediment in the way to thwart 
Veſpaſian being now on the road, comes up 
Jordan; and, upon his ap- 
proach, the leading men ſend deputies to him, with an invita- 
otection. Hereupon the faction 
; ce would be too warm for them 
in a little time, and ſo betook themſelves to their heels, putting 
' Doleſus (the firſt man in the city for blood and merit) to death, 
before they went off, Veſpaſian bein 
with gratulatory exclamatiors; and fro 
inhabitants the oath of fidelity, and other common aſſurances of 
that nature, he gave them a garriſon ef horſe and foot fur their 
ſaſeguard, and fent away Placidus after the fugitives, while he, 
with the reſt of his troops, went back to Ceſarea. The fugitives 
finding themſelves purſued, and the Roman horſe at their heels, 
, into a village, called Bethennabris, and before 
Placidus could come up to the place, they had gathered toge- 
ther a company of ſtout young clown, 


conducted into the town 
aving received from the 


and ſo made à very deſ- 
ter a ſhort engagement, 
ey were broken and ſlaughtered at ſuch an unmerciful rate, 
that few or none could make their eſcape to the town. . 
theſe-were entirely routed, Placidus gave a very vigorous aſſault 
to the place, and followed it ſo cloſe, that he made himſelf ma» 
iter both of the wall and the villa 
e, that had vo means o 


on 15,000 killed upon 
r was the greateſt the 
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d a] beſides vaſt numbers that floated down ſeveral channels into the 
1ey lake Aſphaltis. After Placidus had given them this overthrow, 
t of he reduced Abila, Julias, Beſemoth, and other places as far as: 
eet Þ the lake, which alſo he clear'd of the fugitives that fled there 
ey for refuge: ſo that the Romans at this time were abſolute mar- 
en- ſters of all beyond Jordan, as far as Macherus, While matters 
ad- were thus managed in Judea, news came that Gaul had revolt» 
ed, Ned Veſpaſian, upon this intelligence, began to puſh on the 
em | preſent war, concluding, that if the troubles in the laſt were 
in firſt compoſed, Italy would have the Jeſs to fear. His firſt march 
art N was from Ceſatea to Antipatris, where he laid all the neigh». 
up bour hood waſte with fire and ſword, together with the borders 
p- © of the toparchy of Tamma, and thence to Lydia and Jamnia: 
ta - In the two towns of Idumea, Bethabri and Caphartoba, he flew . 
on upwards of 10,000, reſerving near a 1000 for ſlaves. -Thence 
em he took his march towards Fericho, which he found forſaken 
og and deſolate. Veſpaſian was, now fixing his meaſures to invelt 
h, Jeruſalem ; but while he was advancing his army againſt the 
wn city, neus was brought him of the death of Ners ; whereupon 
he be put a (top to his expedition, till he might be informed what 
of became of the Roman empire after Nero's deceaſe; and finding 
eir ¶ the ſucceſſion ſettled upon Galba, he thought it was not yet 
ie, © time to move forward, ſo that he ſent his ſon Fitus immediate» 
es ly away to Galba both to cungratulate his acceihon to the em- 
Is, ire, and to receive his ir'tructions and commands what mea- 
re | {urcs to take, King Agrippa put himſelf aboard with Firus; but 


- being on their paſſage near Achn, they heard that Galbg was 
{- ÞF ſlain. Titus, upon this news, returned to his father at Ceſarea, 
t, „and Agrippa proſecuted his journey toRome, This revolution 
e, put matters to a ſtand, and for the preſent there was no talk of 
n dhe Jewiſh war. Upon this occaſion a new fire broke out in Je» 
lt F ruſalem. Simon of Gatuſa, an ill man, mage head againſt Ana- 


a- nus; but being worſted, fled to Maſſada, and join'd himſelf to 
a- the Sicarii, who found him a perfon fit for their purpoſe; ſoon 
de after, he received the news that Ananus was dead, and theres - 
3, upon took his courſe into the woods, iſſuing out proclamations , | 
of liberty to all ſlaves, and rewards to freemen that would come, 
tand lift Lake in his party; this practice got him a conſide- 
J rablc body of licentious people. By this proviſion of men and 
d neceflaries, every body was poſitive, that his main delign was ; 
upon, Jeruſalem ; the Zealots were of the ſame mind, and made 
one lingle attempt upon him, to try whether they were able to 
prevent him in the pro reſs of bis ambition; but after they 
bad charged him in a full body, there were abundance ofthem 
ſlain; and the reſt put to the rout. Simon thought he was net. 
yet lirong enough to meddle with Jeruſalem, and thergfore be- 
gins with Icumea ; but the inhabitants meeting him on the bor». 
ers, it canic to a battle, which laſled from morning till „ 
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it not now in their power to 


ro 


and having both enough of it, Simon drew off, and the Idumeans 


went home. Afterwards the garriſon of Herodian received him 
upon ſummons, and all Idumea was ſhortly after put into his 


hands without blood; which was occaſioned by the treachery 
of-James, a commander in the Idumean army, who being ſent 
to Ivy. out the {trength of Simon, entered into articles with him, 
to deliver Idumea into his hands without a ſtroke : whereupon 

makes his return, and puts all Idumea into a panick fear 
with the forces and the wer of Simon, ſo that all Idumea, 
with Chebron the chief city, and the country about it, were 
laid waſte and became an eaſy prey to Simon. The Zealots had 


not N ring it to an open war, all the 
miſchieſ * him, was only by repriſal; and in one of their 
— this nature, they took Simon's wife with ſeveral 
ſticks, and —4 her off to Jeruſalem, never doubting 

but Simon would make ſome compofition for her liberty; but 
they found themſelves miſtaken; Simon went immediately up 
to the gates of the city, and there, like a wild beaſt, vented 
his choler upon men, women, and children, that only went out 
the the rown to gather ſticks and herbs ; ſome he caus'd to 
be whipt to death, and cut off the hands of a great many more 
for-a terror to their enemies, ſending them to the town in this 
miſerable: condaion, with theſe words in their mouths, That 
Simon {wore by the grace of God, who governs the univerſe, 
i they would not immediately fend him his wife again, he 
would foret their walls, and put every creature in the town te 
the ſame extremity, whether they were young or old, guilty 
or innocent. Thete menaces wrought upon the multitude, and 
the Zealots returned him his. wife, which pacified his wrath a 
little, and gained Tome reſpite. While the jews were thus un- 
happily at war among themſelves, the Roman' empire was torn 
with faction, and civil broils; for after Galba was de- 
, and Otho declared his ſucceflor, Vitellius ſtarts up, who 
ing elected emperor of the German Legions, diſputes his title 
with Otho. Two engagements happened betwixt them, and 
Otho carried it the firſt day, and Vitellius the next. Veſpaſian 


Was Jun weary by this time with the ceſſation of arms, 
and fo 1 


begins to move afreſh, propoſing to himſelf a thorough 


2 — — of all judea. He was ſoon malter of the toparchies of 
, Gopt 


nis and Arcabatana, taking in the cities of Bethel and E- 
phraim. His next remove was toward Jeruſalem, where he 
took and killed a world of Jews by the way. While Veſpaſian 
was on his march, Cerealis a principal officer, with a body of 
horſe and foot, over-run the upper Idumea, laying ſiege to Ca - 
pharis, a walled town; but the inhabitants would not end ure 
an inveſtment, they 4 ＋— the gates, and threw themſelves at 
his feet for mercy and protection. After this he laid Chebron 
in aſhes, putting the people to the ſword. So that Veſpaſian 
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wanted nothing now to put an end to this ternible war but the 
taking of Jerwtalem, Simon of whom before, began now to 


wreak his malice and cruelty on the remainder of the idumeans, 


who in deſpair fled oy alem for ſanctuary: but were pur- 
ſu'd by Simon to the foot of the wall, who flew all that came 
within his reach ; ſo that Simon without the city was a worſe 
enemy than the Romans; and the Zealots within worſe than 
both, who were guilty of all the inhumane luſts, and unlawful 
liberties that can de thou ht of; which gave ſuch a diſguſt to 
the Idumean fugitives, that they revolted, and it came to a 
battle betwixt them and the Zealots; great numbers of the lat- 
ter were {lain upon the ſpot, and the reſt fled into the palace 
royal; but the Idumeans puſhing in along with them, drove the 
Zealots into the temple and made a booty of the whole maſs of 
John's treaſure. A council was called upon this occaſion, where- 
in it was determined t6 caſt off John, and invite Simon to the 
overnment : ſv that to get rid of one tyrant they threw them- 
elves at the feet of another. However, Simon is received into 
the city with ſhouts and acclamations; ſo ſoon as he was got 
within the walls, he made an aſſault upon John in the temple ;' 
but with great loſs, was forced back again, the Zealots having 
ſo diſpoſed their engineers, archers, and lingers, in turrets, 
that there was no coming at them. While the — were thus 
miſerably haraſs'd and deſtroyed among themſelves, there was 
a civil war at Rome. Vitellius having return'd from Germany 
with A multitude of foreign troops, Veſpaſian hayj 
laid walte ali about Jeruſalem, goes back to Ceſarea, where 
meets with the news that Vitellius was advanced to the empire; 
it was ſore againſt his ſtomach to own Vitellius for his maſter, 


* who had taken the empire as a prey: and his own ſoldiers met 
in cabals about this matter, reſenting the affront at a high rate, 
thinking Veſpaſian in himſelf was as much ſuperior to Vitellius, 
= with reſpect to the character of an emperor, as themſelves were 


above thoſe that had advanc'd him : and to make ſhort with it, 
the officers were alſo nettled at it: whereu hon Macianus preſſes 
Veſpaſian very hard to march againſt Vitellius; who approves 
of the propoſal; but is rather for marching through Alexandria, 
and ſecuring both that and Egypt in his way, where he is de- 
clared emperor, and the people take the oath of fidelity, and 
receive him as their prince, The news of Veſpaſian's advance- 
ment flew like lightning, and gave univerſal fatisfaftion. Veſ- 
paſian now remembred the prophecy of Joſeph, who had treat- 
4 him in the (tile of emperor, while Nero was living: and what a 

ame it is for me now, ſays Veſpaſian, to treat the miniſter, and 
meſſenger of God, that brought me tidings of my preferment, at 
the ſcandalous rate of a priſoner. The reflection was no ſooner 
over, but Joſeph was immediately ſent for, and ſet at liberty, 


his chains, at the requeſt of Titus, being broken; ſo gas 2 
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- only obtained his liberty but the reputation, of a great pro- 
et. 
Veſpaſian now quits the thoughts of Alexandria, where mat - 
ters were pretty quiet and makes towards Rome, taking Anti- 
och in his way; but in the mean time Macianus and Antonius 
Primus, were detach'd for Italy, with a numerous army, and 


Cecinna, a general of Vitelſius's meets the forces of Veſpaſian 
on the 


upon which they deſerted; byt repenting for what they had 
done, and beginning to mutiny againſt Cecinna, there happened 
a very dreadful encounter betwixt Anthony and the Vitellians; 
the latter were worſted, and fled towards Cremona, where An- 
my intercepted them, and cut them totally off, to the num- 
er o 
carry the news of the victory to Veſpaſian. Anthony made the 
| beſt of his way to Rome, where upon his arrival there enſued a 


of the city; and while the engagement laſted, Vitellius came 


long the ſtreets and ſtabbed to death. In this action, which de- 
. cided the matter in controverſy, they reckoned above $0,000 
men flain. The Romans made a double feſtival of it, and Veſ- 
paſian was declared for, every where; he was now ply'd with 
gratulatory embaſhes and applications from every quarter. 
The Romans being now quiet and eaſy beyond all expectati- 
on, Ind the winter over, he began to look after the remainder 
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Eleazar the ſon of Simon was the ſirſt that made the breach, b 
ſetting up the Zealots againſt the people. John of Gaſchala alſo 
put in for himſelt, and made a ſeparate party; Judas the ſon 
of-Chelchias, and Simon the ſon of Aaron, every one of them 
with a train of Zealots at his heels, and with theſe Eleazar, 

ook poſleſſion of the inner temple, and put guards upon the 
facred porches being confident that the daily oblations would 
fupply them with neceſſaries ; they had, indeed, the advantage 
of the place; but John was the ſtronger of the two, tho“ he 
could not attempt any thing without loſs ; however, his animo- 
iy carry'd him at laſt to make ſeveral attacks, both with darts 
and other weapons of that nature, till the temple was polluted 
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borders of Italy, and being terrify'd at their nnmbers 
and diſcipline, he perſwades his men to go over to Veſpaſian, 


0,200 perſons ; upon this Cecinna was ſet at liberty to 


very bloody battle, and the Vitellians were ſlain thro' all parts 


out of his palace overladen with drink, and ſo was dragged a- 


of Judea, and ſo to prepare for his journey to Rome. He ſent 

away his ſon Titus, with his beſt troops, upon an expedition a- 

gainſt Jonathan, who ſcarce made any ſtop of it till he came to 
eſarea, where he ſtay'd a while to ſtrengthen himſelf with F 


While this part of the Roman biſtory (we have given the rea- 


der) was tranſacting, Jeruſalem was divided into three factions; Z 
as for the Zealots we have ſpoken of their rife and encreale. | 


wich the gore of dead bodies. On the other hand, Simon, the 
12 ; * "od 14 


* 


* 


ſtrangers at this time were ſo happy as toe 
| outrage of the ſoldiers, yet they fell 


rows 


and clamour, and the c aſhing of arms. 
while fighting on with heaps of carcaſſes under their feet, as if 
they had been as inſenſible as the dead. Nothing was now ſo 

ſacred, but was turn'd to profane ules: and ſohn alſo cut down 


legion he belong d to; the metœenaries and their guards bring? 
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ſon of Gorias, whom the people in diſtreſs had piteft'd upon for 
their protector, had the upper town in his polfeffon with the 
greater part of the lower : he ſet upon John of Gaſchala with 
great fury, when he ſaw how Eleazar handled him from above; 
but John had as much the advantage of Simon, ag Eleazar had 
of john, who was now hemm'd in betwixt two enemies, Elea- 
Zar over head, and Simon on the lower 2 The very 
cape the malice-and 
here and there by the ran- 
dom {hot of ſtones and launces that reached the ſacrificers, and 
cut them off with the common worſhippers, ſo that the blood of 
perſons holy and profane, were ſeen flowing up to the very al- 
tar. John, in the very midſt of this confuſion and blood-ſhed, 
was attack'd at the ſame time by Eleazar and Simon, and ſo 
conſtrained to divide his forces, and keep thoſe in play that aſ- 
ſaulted him on the city fide, with darts from the tops of porches, 
plying thoſe alſo in the temple above him with ſtones and ar- 
; his machines; and whenſoever Eleazar and his mien 
had got drank, they gave John a little reſpite to make ſtronger 
ſallies upon Simon, who, as he was beat farther off into the city 
burnt all before him, deſtroying both corn and all other neceſ- 
ſary proviſions for life; and, to finiſh the calamity, every thing 
was burnt down quite round the temple, the city turned into a 
deſart by the natives of the place, and a field of battle one a- 
22 another. Titus by this time being juſt ready to ſit down 
fore E paſſages were now guarded, and the leaders 
of the factions, tho? mortal enemies to each other, were all © 


the ſame mind to kill ſuch as deſerv'd to live; and they ſuffer'd 
not one to eſcape who was but ſuſpected to be a well-wiſher to 
the Romans; 


o that the inhabitants. were-grown dumb with 
grief and ſorrow, nothing being heard day and night but ſhrieks/ 
The faction all this 


the out-works of the temple, and erected turrets to keep off 
the {tones and arrows that were ſent by Eleazar from above. 
Titus was on his march to inveſt the city, which was order'd 
after the following manner. His auxiliaries were foremoſt, and 
were followed by the pioneers; in the next place came the bag- 
gage under a convoy, which was followed by Titus and his 
uards, with a body of horſe at the head of the machines; in 
the next otder came the tribunes and other officers, with a train 
of choice men under their command; the Roman eagle was born - 
after them, with the enſigns of the legions about it, the trumpers 
going before them, the body of the army marchedin rank and file, 
x in front; and the common ſoldiers every man following the 
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Captain. Titus finding himſelf in this extremity, that he had 
'nothiag but his {word and his courage to truſt to, called out wc 


' his men. This was a time for providence tg interpoſe; for Ti 


provided himfelf with armour, either for his head or his body; 
and yet not one dart or arrow of alL the ſhowers that were th: 


ow 
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ing up the rear, In this order Titus advanced, according to ſo n 


the method of the Roman diſcipline. Titus made a halt at afff por 


place call'd the valley of Thorns, near thirty furlongs from Jef pre: 
ruſalem ; here he put himſelf at the head of ſixty choice horle, nip! 
and led them towards Jeruſalem to take a particular view o wh 
the city and to learn che diſpoſitions of the people; for he. - 
thought himſelf well aſſured, that the Jews were weaty of theſfl tow 
factions by this time; and that they wanted nothing but ſtrengthÞÞl the 
and ogportunity to revolt: with this REP in his head, he ad- wh. 
vanced up to that place; and ſo long as he went forward the bei 
ready way to the walls, there was not a creature appeared upoi Th 
the battlements ; but upon his croſſing over towards the turret ten 
call'd Peſphinos, a vaſt number of Jews —_ out upon him by 
from the gate over · againſt the ſepulchre of Helena, that brokeW the 
quite through the middle of Titus's body; and cutting off all fad 
communication betwixt the two divided parts, it was impoſſible bitt 
he ſhould relieve one another. in this confuſion the Je xl wa' 
ngled out Titus, with a very ſmall! number of his youwe about the 
him, in a place where there was no going forward for the en- ag. 
cloſures, gardens, and ditches, betwixt him and the wall; andFF (ity 
his retreat was intercepted on the other hand by a ſtrong body WI 
of the enemy that was gotten betwixt him and his own people. ſtil 
Titus's men, not knowing the danger their 1 was in, and 
believing him to be yet ſafe, they thought they had no more to 
do, than every man to ſhift for one, and ſo to make after their 


his fellow-ſoldiers to follow him, and in the ſame inſtant ſpur 
ring in among the enemies body to make his way to the reſt of 


tus, who came not to fight, but to make a diſcovery, had nat 


thrown at him once ſo much as touch'd him, but were carry dat. 
off from the mark, as if they were deſigned to miſs him. Titus ma 
in the mean time clearing his paſſage on both ſides with his ſword i ar: 
in his hand, overbearing all before lym, and trampling his eng - Uy 
mies under his horſe's feet. This fearleſs reſolution of Ceſar sm 


drew the rage of the whole party upon him, crying one to ano - for 


ther to fall upon him as the only check to their ſucceſſes; but 
which way ſoever Titus turn'd, the Jews fled before him; and Ti 
yet at the ſame time others preſſing him flank and rear, and his an 
-companions afl the while ſtickin vely to him, there was nog en 


way left him to come off, but by one generous charge quite Joi 


thro' ; they made the puſh immediately, wherein one of Titus ch 
Friends was killed, horſe and man; and another over-tarn'dY th. 
and) lain, and his horſe taken and carried off, while Titus, with} do 


; the cemainder of his people, got ſafe back to his camp, without Þ thi 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 73 
ſa much as one wound. The Jews took ſuch heart at this tem 
porary advantage, that the looked upon it as an cearnelt of 
greater things to follow, but their hopes deceived them. The 
night following there came up a legion from Amaus to join Celar,, 
who marched away early next morning to Scopos, a place about 
7 ſtadia from Jeruſalem, where they had a fair proſpect of the, 
town and temple. Titus ordered two legions to encamp upon 
the ſpot? and the 5th legion to withdraw two ſtadia further off, 
where they might entrench without danger from the enemy. 
being almolt wearied off their legs with a tedious night's march. 
The legions were no ſoonet at work, but there came up the 
tenth legion from Jericho, a place that was taken and garrzſon'd. 
by Veſpaſian ; this legion was ordered to encamp fix ſtadia to 
the caſt of ſeruſalem and the mount of Olires. Now the 
ſactions in the town went on, teariag one another 77 the moſt 
bitter adverſaries in the world, till the apprehenſions of a foreiga 
War, and a common enemy made them friends again ; for upon 
the very ſight of the Roman camp, the three ſeditious parties 
© agreed the matter among themſelves ey upon the neceſ- 
ſſty of ſuch a compoſition, and expoſtulating after this manner: 
hat will be the end of this buſineſs do you think, it we ſtand 
ail to ſee ourſelves ſurrounded with forts and troops, our lives 
and liberties at mercy, and we all this while coop d up withia. 
the walls, and our arms acroſs, the tame ſpectators of a licen- 
tious war, to the advantage of our enemies and our own tun? 
Nay, ſays another, we are only valiant againſt onrſelves, ard 7, OY 
in cutting one another's throats; to make way for the,conquelt | 
of the Romans without blood. Upon this they began to gather 
Ip, partics and cabals, and in that very inſtant betakiag rhem- 
elves to their arms, made a furious excurſion croſs the valley 
upon the tenth legion, as they were entrenching themſelves in 
;W their camp. This ſally was ſuch a ſurprize to the Romans, that 
they were half diſtracted at it: for being at work without their 
arms, the Jews fell upon them uuawares, whereup:m every 
mag, quitted his polt ; ſome ran quite away, others fled to their 
arms; but were cut off, before they could make uſc of them. 
Upon the credit of this wgtory, the Jews flow'd in more and 
more; "thay, they really were not very numerous, yet their good. 
fortune made 5 appear ſo, both to the Romans and to them- 
ſelves. In ſhort, the whole legion had been entirely cut off, if 
Titus had not come in the preciſe minute to their ſuccour ; 
and, betwixt xeproaches of cowardice on the one ſide, and ex- 
emplary bravery on the other, put a ſtop to their flight, He 
joined the fugitives with a party of choice men of his own ; and 
chargipg the jews in the flank, be kill'd ſeveral of them upon 2M 
the place, and. wounded. more ; and drove the whole body, 
down into the mot reat dilorder; but upon their paſhn . 
the. rallap.they made a ſtand, and maintained a Gght wich the; s 
e n e 
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„ THE'WARS OF THE JEWS. 
&. "Romans a-croſs jt till mid-day. In the afternoon Titus re-in- 

= forc'd the legiou with, freſh troops; and poſting parties up and 
= down to ſecure excurſions, he ordered the remainder of his 
== forces up the mountain, to encamp and fortify upon the top of 
4 it The Jews obſerving this motion, took it for a direct flight, 
| " 


.whereu poo they ruſh'd ont in ſuch an outragious fury, that they 
_Jooked liker a herd of wild beaſts than a multitude of men; the 
violence was ſo impetuous, that not a man of the contrary par- 
ty. could ſtand the ſhock, but were all driven up to the moun- 
tain. About the middle of the aſcent, Titus made a ſtand with 
ſome of his reſolute friends about him, who, out of the venera- 
tion ther had for the perſon and dignity of the emperor, be- 
Toughthim that he would not any longer expoſe his o ſacred 
ie againſt the worthleſs lives of a deſperate rabble of the Jews, 
4 whofe condition was:{nch, that death was the belt thing could 
befal chem: Titus took no notice of what they ſaid, but ſtood 
WP -.opon his N againſt all oppoſers, cutting ſome over the face, 
Killing others that preſs'd upon him, and forcing ſome again 
W downthe mountain into the vetley. The vigour and reſolution 
WW , of this prince kept the Jews infſame fort of awe, tho' not e- 
= nough to fright them into the city again. But penny to the 
night and left, they attacked his people on each hand of him, 
ile Titus, galling them in the flank, gave ſome obſtruction to 
mee purſuit. When the Romans from their camp above took 
= aotice what havock was made among their companions below, | 
* ey were {truck with ſuch horror and amazement, that the 
| | | hole legion diſperſed, upon it, taking it for granted, that the 
W Jews, were too hard for the Romans; and that Titus hinſelf | 
BW had quitted the field, or his ſoldiers would never have forſaken 
| + Him. 1 the height of this diſtraction, an alarum was given to 
9. whole legion, by ſome who had ſeen Titus labouring for life | 
in the mid(t of his enemies; ppon this, betwixt ſhame, and tlie 
£onſcicnce of having abandon'd their commander, they were 
tranſported to ſo revengefui a rage, that without any further 
= -thought of ſheltcxing themſelves, they fell with all their 
* ight upon the Jews, and drove them away before them 
3 —— to the brow gf the mountain; not but that they made 
* . their retreat fighting too, and for a while diſputed every foot 
of the around they loſt ; till the Romans, by the 1 | 
the higher Raton, forc'd them all dowa into the valley. e 
1 achon being over, Titus ſent back the legion to make an end 
bag of their trenches, he himſelf ſtaying with his own pope to 
Wes cep the enemy at a diſtance. Thus Titus on the Tame day | 
With. aved the legion twice from being entirely ronted. Tbe . 
bad po ſooner a breathing-while ram the hoſtilities of walk 0 
nuns, but they fell preſently all to pieces among thewfelyes, 
| 8 The paichal feaſt was now at hand, being a metgonjabot their 
Aelwgrance out of EgVpt, an the fourtcearh day vi Ca 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS 775 
\. & Xanthicus. Eleazar cauſed the temple gate to be ſet op n, for a 
4 © free entrance to all people that came up to worſhip. John made 
s uſe of this religions occ for a cover to a moſt execrable 
f © wickedneſs. He picked a ſele& number out of his own people that 
were the leaſt known, and moſt of them licentious and profane, 
y and theſe he ſecretly intermingled with the worſhippers, an 
* iving them daggers, and other inſtruments of death, under 

Wie coats, with inftrugiond how to behave themſelves. The 

* temple was immediately all in a tumult within and without, and 
| the uproar was looked upon as à general deſign on the whole 
multitude, But Eleazar and the Zealots knew better, and that 
the malice was principally levelled againſt them; and therefure 
the guard drew off from the gates, others leaped down from the 
towers without 3 blow, and crept into the temple vaults. 
to hide themſelves. The common people, that ran up to the 
altar, were miſerably deſtroyed, ſome of them ſqueezed and 
trampled to death in the crowd, others lay weltering in their. 
blood ap and down, or their brains beaten out with ſwords and 
cudgels. - The Zealots being now abſolute mallers of the inner | 
temple, preſſed harder and harder ſtill upon dimon; the facti · 
ons that were id three diviſions before being now reduced to two. 
Titus was at this time thinking to 1 Long Scopos, and to 
advance nearer the city; ſo that in to his removal, he' ©} 
poſted a competent ſtrength of his beſt troops to prevent and; 
encounter inroads ; and gave it in charge to another FA 
men to ſee all the ways levell'd betwixt that and Jeruſalems. 3 
Upoa this the hedges. and the country people's fences about 
their gardens were all taken away, and the trees cut down 
round about, fruit - tree; and all, tho? never ſo choice; the hel- 
lows were all filled up, the craips plained, and the whole t 4 
of ground, from Scopos to Herod's ſepulchre, and the Pool 
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upon a pretence that they were forc'd out of the city for fea 
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76. THE WA ui, . THE JE WS. 
enough with the common ſoldiers, who looked upon the town 
to be as good as their own already, and preſs'd ſo eagerly to be 
in action, as if there had been nothing wanting but the ceremo- 
ny of opening the gates to put them in poſſeſſion of it. But 
Titas gave no faith at all to the invitation, having made them 
an offer but the day before of as much as they ſeemed nov / to 
Aieſire, and they rejected the propgſal ; ſo that Titus com- 
manded his men, every man of them to ſtand to their arms, and 


their weapons in a hurry, and ran towards the gates: the Jews 


- them 4 any interruptisn, till they were got up within a 
little o 


there was no gerting clear of the wall. Beſide that, betwixt 
Same and con 
ent on the other, they were hardned into a reſolution of pra- 
ſeculing what they had already begun; bur, in fine, after a — 


| lances, and other ſuch-like weapons, as far as the ſepulchre of 
Helena, and not without infolent and contemptuous reproaches 
1 In the Romans for being out-witted and made ſuch ſools of. 
1 A 


= ingand dancing all the way they went, with ſhouts of joy a 
ramp. 8 | . 5 
Wen the Romans were thus. come off, their officers treated 


"with a ſpeech of reſentment and indignation, to the following 
purpoſe: How comes it ſays he, that the Jens that have no- 
thing but their deſpair for their directors, ſhould manage their 

affairs with conſideration, ſtratagem, and ſucceſs ? The queſtion is 


no fallen . 
their own folly, in making war: without officers, ; 
8 worſt of all, Ceſar himſelt to bea ſpeator,o 
dal will this. be to the very rules and. method of arms! or 
. what will my father lay, do you nds of a he ſhall bear © 


it: a genera) that in the whole coatis,of a long and military 
ke, never met with any thing like it 
© feaeriy of mardal law, that It make it 


e 
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uſion on the one hand, and the fear of puniſn- 


. diſpute, with an equgl loſs on both ſides, the Romans broke | 
W, chrouph the body of tke Jews, who yet purſued them with | 


tore 4, now. {uch is the; 


: + * 
N 25. ol 9 
i : © Ta 
»*. . of” 2 „ 
p g ** 
1 ©X f . 2 4— - 
„ * , \ 1 * 
1 9 1 - 
1 * 2. 
1 * 8 * * — 3 


0 
M : 
i 


to maintain their polis. But in the mean time ſome of thoſe | 
that were employ'd upon the trenches, betook themſelves to 7 


| Ber pretended to be driven out of town, let them paſs through | 


ſome towers near the port; and then following them 
dloſe upon the rear, they hemmed them within reach of ſtones, 
darts, and all manner of ſhot of that quality from the walls, 
| here great numbers of them were killed and wounded, being 
pent up by thoſe that preſs'd upoa the backs of them, that 


a” 


did they by waving their bucklers over theiwheads, leap» þ 


= them with menaces and {corn ; and Titus himſelf receiv'd them | 


ayſwer'd in one word; they live in obedience to their ſuperiors, |* 
and in good will and union one with another: whereagghe Ro- 
mans, thar have been hithertoſo tauons for their excellent. or-. 
der and Ale de; and conſequently for cheir good fortune are” | 
and deltroy'd by the head ſtrong intemperance of 

and which i 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 5 
n I depart from the ſtrict rule of difcipline, even in a fmall matter; 
de but in this caſe the whole army is a deſerter. And be it known 


0- I to vou, chat, according to the ſtrictneſs of the Roman conduct. 
© — itſelf is a ſcandal when it is gained by extravagant 3 
means. n ab. - 4 . : | -» 
Oo If Pxron this, the whole body of offenders gave themfelves for 
1- Þ loſt; but in this interval, the legions did in a manner beſet Titus 
with petitions and interceſhons en the behalt of their companr- 
ons. Titus in fine, forgave and forgot what was paſt, upon 
condition they would be wiſer for the time to come, and from 

| thence forward he ſet his thoughts at work, how to revenge 
! himlelf on the treacherous Jews. Thus we have brought Tnus” 
before the city, and nothing remains now but the actual inyeſt- 
ment of it, which muſt de the buſineſs of the ſecond book. © 


The end of the firſt book. 
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THE SECOND BOOK. 4 
| The 1 and defruion of Jeruſalem by T lun 1 
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ux fill buſineſs that Titus had upon his hands, in or- 
& der to lay cloſe lege to Jeruſalem was to make all level 
betwixt himſelf and the city; which was the work of four 


towards the ramparts, betwixt north and weſl ; ſeven battalions - 
of foot were drawn up, and three ſquadrons of horſe, with © 
"archers betwixt them; theſe being force ſufficient to repel al! 
*excurfions. Titus encamped at the diſtance of four ſtadia fromm 
the city, over againſt the tower call'd Hephings, upon the un 


ewer Higpicos, ſome two furlongs from the city; the ꝶ:mm . 
legion refining upon wares Olivet. e * 
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days; after which he commanded his beſt troops to advance 


-ple of the wall, where it winds off trom the gorth to the welt" * 
wards ſotrenching alſo another party of his army towards de 
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Perhaps a very ſhort deſcription of Jeruſalem may not diſguſt}; r 
the reader in this place; to begin therefore, the city was en - 
compaſs'd with three walls, ſaving only toward the acceſſible £ ſe 
vallies where there was no neceſſity for more than one: Jerula - © 
lem was built upon two hills that fronted each other, with a li 
deep valley that parted them, called Tyropeon. The upper 
town is erected on a mountain, much the ltgher of the two: 10 
the lower town is ſeated upon the hill of Arca. , o 
The oldeſt of the three walls was reckon'd impregnable, by I 
reaſon of the depth of the valley below, and the over-hanging 
of the rock from above; and beſides theſe natural advantages, 
it had all the improvements that David, Solomon and ſeveral 
otber princes had contributed to the farther ftrengthniog of it 
dy art, induſtry, and expences; bat when the city grew ioo 
populous for theſe limits, twas built ont in Suburbs, which 
were alſo well fortify'd.. * the third wall were ninty 
towers all of a make, and at the equal diſtance of two hundred 
cubits one from another; the middle wall had fourteen towers, 
the old wall ſinty, and the extent of the whole city was thirty- 
three furlongs. As for the ſituation, ſtructure, and magnificence*; 
of the temple, they were almoſt beyond the yery power. of ima- 1 
gination to form the idea of them, and we want room to do this k 
topick any meaſure of juſtice. ſeruſalem being in this condition, 
and the Romans before it, the factions within the walls were as 
violent as eyer : Simon had got together fifteen thouſand men, 
und had diſpos'd of them under captains and officers. Johu at 
preſent was in poſſeſſion of the temple, with ſix thouſand under 
the command of twenty captains ; and there came in to him two 
| thouſand four hugdred of the Zealots, who lifted themſelves þ' 
under (whom they had formerly ſerv'd) one Simon the fon of 1 
Jair. Iu this confuſion the people were a common booty, and * 
the leaſt ſeditious were a prey to them both. Simon was maſter | 
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of the upper town, and the great wall as far as Cedron, and alſo | 
the od wall that runs out to Shiloe; Ophlas, and the vale of 
Cedron, that parted John and Simon, were now reduc'd to aſhes, 
The Romans preſkng upon them to the. gates, brought them by 
fits to their ſenſes again; but the leaſt interval of a breatbin 

while they immediately relaps'd and broke out into factions and 
divilions among themſelves, contending afreſh again upon the | 
foot of former pretenſions. Now this was the greatelt {eryice |. 
to the Romans imaginable ; for they treated one another worle | 
than they were treated by the common enemy; they were te- 
duc'd, tis true, to harder extremities, yet before the city was 
totally deſtroy'd; but the Romans did yet a greater thing than 
taking che place; for Whercas the ſeditious did but deltroy the 


Fy 


——— — Ya — P > ww = SS. 
* * 4 - * 
Wo 


* n 
— — 4 7 
« oY „ 
ha 


£ tf 


— —— — x —„— 


Ate — — , 
— 4 


„ nts 


= 
* - 


city, they deſtroyed the very ſeition. While matters we 
zhus within the walls, Litus, with a party of choice horle, took 
the tour of the walls, io conſider upon what quarier they; lay 3 
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oft expos'd to an attack. He found the vallies impaſſable to 
eicher horſe or ſoot; and on the other ſide, the firſt wall was 
ſo firm that there was no breach to be made upon't by battery 4 | 
but after a little deliberation, he pitch'd upon that part of the 
line towards the ſepulchre of Jour the high- prieſt, as the place 
that was moſt expos d to aſſault, both as the firſt wall was the 
lower there, and likewiſe cut off from the ſecond wall; the for- 
tification in this place being neglected, in regard that the new 
city was not -as yet peopl'd enough to attend it ; hence they 
might paſs to the third wall, and fo to the upon town; ands 
with the help of Antonia, take the very temple itſelf. Wil 
Titus was weighing theſe things with himſelf, a particular friend. 
of his, Nicanor by name, was wounded in the left ſhoulder, by 
an arrow from the wall, as he was labouring wich Joſeph ; 
bring the Jews over to deſire a peace. Titus was ſo tranſported- 
at the ungrateful bitterneſs of theſe people towards their b. 
friends, that he immediately took up the reſolution of taking 
the city by ſtorm and violence. Upon this he gave the pillage” 
of the ſuburbs to the ſoldiers, ordering them to make uſe 
the {tones and rubbiſh for their works and platforms, The at- 
my he divided into three bodies, aſhgning: to them all their 
works and ſtations, He one of his archers ag ſlingers u 
on the mounts, in the middle of the body, with engines to thro 
ſtones and other ſhot before them; which ſerv'd to a duub] 
poſe, either to repel the ſallies of the enemy, or to hold xþ 
in play upon the walls. The trees were all hewn.down, ag 
ſuburbs laid naked in an inſtant, the timber being employs 
on fortifications. All hands, in-ſhort, were at work o t 
man fide, and the Jews were pretty buſy, . —_— 

2 — people having been formerly expos'd to robbery ns 
murder, tinding the faction fo entirely taken up in their own Was 
tence, began now to flatter themſelves with ſome proſpeck G 
relief, in the very hope, that the Romans, if they got the better 
of it, would effectually fevings they quiere, y putting it in 
their own power to do themſelves juſtice, John's people made” 


a very vigorous oppoſition againſt the behegers ;. but he oven 


durſt not move out of the temple for fear of Simon, who bei 
polted next to the enemy, was always in action. He plante 
all along the wall, the ſhot and engines he had taken from (e- 
ſtius, and out of the fort Antonia; but his peopte made little 
advantage of all this, becauſe they, underſtood not the right 
uſe and management of them, only ſème little ſkill they had 
got from here and there a deſerter that came among them: but 
yet the Jews made uſe of them to gall the enemy from the ram- 
parts with ſtones and arrows; making alſo their ſallies in {mall 
parties, and coming to hand blows with the Romans; who, on 
the other ſide, had cover'd their workmen with hurdles and 
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The Roman legions had every one of them wonderful ma- 
chines, to diſappoint the inſult of an enemy, tho? the tenth le- 
gion was the beſt provided, not only for the caſting of the larger 

ones, but for throwing them farther. Every {tone weigh -d a 
talent, and Wd execution not only a thand, but to the top of the 
walls, or ramparts, tho' 'twas the diſtance of a furleng; and 
where it fell it carry'd a whole file before it. The Jews were 
advertis'd ſeveral ways of theſe ſtones ; firſt their whiteneſs diſ- + 
covered them; ſecondly, their noiſe in the air; 2nd thirdly, * 
notice was given them by thoſe that were fet to watch theſe en- 
gines; and {lil} as any of them were diſcharged, the watch men 
, cry'd out in their mother tongue, The ſtone comes; fo that 
ery man hed a little liberty to get out of harms way. The 
omans after this diſcolovred their ſtones, that they might not 
be diſcovered in their courſe ; and by the help of this invention, |- 1 

I'd fometimes ſeveral Jews at one blow; however, all couid | _ 
nat give the Jews ſatisfaction, but they ſtill employed all their 
liey and courage to obſtruct and defeat the Romans. The 
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Roman works being finiſhed, they threw a line and plummet io 
mtaſare the diſtance betwixt the wall and the mount, which was , 
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otherwiſe impracticable by reaſon of the ſhots and darts that 
re poured gawn from above; and when they found the place 
t for the rams to play, Titus ordered that they and the othee | 
machines, ſhould be brought up and advanc'd nearer the wall, 1 
that they might be more nearer to play. Upon this, at the fame |; 
„ Uethree batteries were ſer at work, and the terrible noiſe and 
ing of theſe engines was heard all over the city, and at- 
1 a with The cries of the citizens; the faction itſelf allo trem- 
9d under the apprehenſſon of it; and the principal members | 
FR Bnding themſelves all under one common danger, bethought 
"*Fhenſclves of making one common defence, ſaying, that while 
hey cut the throats of one another, they were doing the ene- | 
mies work. Simon * fent an herald to thoſe that were | 
1 * 
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ſhut up, in the temple, telling them, that as many of them as 

6y] PlAvance to defend the walls againſt the Romans, were at 
rec liberty. John did not much credit the meflage, tho' he left 

$ pcople to their freedom. This overture being mace, the 
2 were preſently quieted upon it, and march directly to 
the Walls in a full body, and there they fell to work with their 
fires' and torches upon the Koman engines, plying thoſe that 
defehded them with an and other miſhve weapons. Fhe Jews 
were fo warm in this matter, that in the heat of reſolution, they 
lea8Ydown from the walls in whole troops upon the very en- 
ines, tote off their covers, and broke in upon the guards that | 
defended them. Titus, in this extremity, with his uſual cou-⸗- 
rage clapt a party of horſe and archers to ſupport his machines, 
Heep off the tire, and hold the Jews in play upon the walls, hat 
W the, engineers might have freedom :0 do execution. The hats 
"= "#1 & — tery 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 8 
tery-all this while had very little ſucceſs, only the ram that be- 
long'd to the fifth legion had the fortune to over-turn a tower, 
which being advanced above the wall, tumbled down without 
drawing any part of it along with it. 2 a 
In ſhort the Jews being thus warmly received, began to in- 
termit their lallies, and the Romans concluded 'twas either out 
of fear or wearineſs, and ſo went heedleſly up and down as in a 
ſtate of ſecurity. The Jews were aware of this, and knew well 
enough how the Romans were ſcatter'd, and putting the oppor- 
tunity into practice, made a violent excurſion out of a ſally- 
port from the tower Hippicos, ſet fire tothe Roman works, and 
in the height of ſucceſs, puſhed the beſie gers back to the very 
camp. | 
This alarm ran preſently thro? the whole army, and the Ro- 
mans drew- all together to relieve their companions ; and the 
Jews found it to their colt, that their hardineſs could not lup- 
port ĩtſelf againſt the diſcipline of the Romans. The fire had by 
this time catched hold of the engines, and they had unavoidably 
been deſtroyed, if a choice party of Alexandrian troops had noc 
pported them, who behav'd themſelves to a miracle, and had 
a conliderable ſhare of honour from this action; their comman- 
der cut down twelve of the Jews with his own hand, and drove 
the reſt of them back to the city. Titus, when the encounter 
was over, cauſed a Jew that was taken priſoner to be crucity'd, 
that he _— try the experiment how tar an exemplary terror” 
would work upon them. 5 2 
The night following there happened ſome confuſion in the 
Roman camp, occaſioned by the fall of a tower, which, with 
two others, had been erected upon ramparts to command the 


town-wall. The Romans could not tell what to make of the 


noiſe, every man demanding the word of his ſellow as if the 
Jews had been among them. This commorion was continued 
till Titus had learnt the matter, and publiſh'd the cauſe of it 
thro' the whole camp. The Jews, in the midſt of their extre- 
mities, kept up their hearts at a wonderful rate, tho' the towers 
of the enemy diſcouraged them a little, from thence (becauſe 
they were rais'd to a great height) they were gall d with fling» 
ers, archers, machines, &c. and there was no remedy for them, 
ſeeing they could not carry up their platforms to the height of 
theſe towers, and they were two weighty to be overturn'd ; and 
being plated over wich iron, fire could do them no damage; ſo 
that the buſineſs of the greateſt prudence was only to get out 
of the way of their darts, their tones, and their 'avrows,” with- 
out the leaſt oppolition to the force of their rams. The Romans 
had one terrible machine of great weight, which the jews call d 
Nicon, or the conqueror, and this was the ram that made tbe 
firlt breach. At this time, between watchiag and fighting, he 
Jews were quite ſpent, ſo * betwixt rait is and ill uber f 
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and on the north ſide of the temple from Alexander's ſepulchre. 
maintained by Simon. The Jews behav'd themſelves very deſ- 


For the unſkilfulneſs of the Jews ; ſo that as ſoon as they ſal- 
Fe they were beat back with loſs; only upon the walls 
T 


tions of his men, that they would willingly have dy'd at his 
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they made the reſolution among themſelves to: quit the, faſt © 
wall, having two more behind that, for their confidence and ſe- 
curity ; fo ſoon as they return'd, the Romans enter'd the breach 
made by Nicon, and opened the gates of the firſt wall for the 
whole army. Titus, after this, remov'd to a place which is 
called the camp of the Aſlyrians, and poſſeſſed hinifelt of. all 
thay lay between that and the valley of Cedron, ſomewhat far- 
ther than a flight-ſhot from the ſecond wall, whence he reſolv'd 
to make the attack. The Jews made the beſt defence that was 
poſhble for them, having diſpoſed themſelves in order upon the 
wall. John, with his men, commanded in the fort Antonia, 


The paſiage, from the monument of John the high-prieſt, to 
the gate by which water is carry'd to the tower Hippicos, was 


perately in ſeveral ſallies, and came frequently to cloſe fight 
with the Romans: but the Roman diſcipline was an over - match 


indeed, | 
y had the better of it. The Romans had fortune and condu@ | 
tor them ; hut the Jews were ſupported by deſpair, and their 
natural hardineſs, againſt 22 and fatigue, The jews fought | 
for life and * the Romans for dominion and honor, | 
and neither of them were to be tired out. They began with |* 
the break of day, and held out till night. parted them; when 
both parties were kept waking, the one from a fear of their 
walls, the other of their camp; thus they. were: all: night in 
— and next morning, ſo ſoon as twas day - light, ready for | 
rtle, ? | *3 £35 000 ? 
The valued themſelves extreamly upon their contempt | 
of death and hazard, ſo that every one of them firove who 
mould dare moſt, that they might ingratiate themſelves with 
their leaders. dimon had gotten ſuch an aſcendant.in the affec- 


Feet, bad he but ſaid the word. As for the Romans, they were 
Jo accuſtom'd to victory, that they ſcarce knew how to be over- 
come, their experience and ſucceſs were encouragements enough 
for them, thro' the conſtant exerciſe of arms in the ſervice ofa | 
orious empire, which with the preſence of a martial prince, 


did infpire them with more than common courage. There was 
| at this time a powerful body of Jews drawn up before the walls, 


and they were advanc'd already within the diſtance of exchang- 
ing blows and Jaunces with the Romans. In this very inſtant, 
one of the Roman borſe - men, called Longinus, ſpurr'd.very | 
ſuriouſly into the middle of the enemy, where be ſleu two ot 
the beit men they had, he feat the lance thro' the jaws of; ont | 
of. them, and the other he ran thro' the body with the ſame 


{\ anceygoming off at lalt to his ou party without à wonnd-wbhe 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS, 3 
t a great deal of honour by this action, and fo provok d as 


chers to follow his example. The Jews all the while were ſo 
taken up with doing miſchief, that they never regarded what 
the they ſuffer d. But Titus had an eye to the _ Ins men a8 
is ; well as getting the victory; and looked upon the heats ofiraſh- ©; 
all neſs but as the worſt fort of deſperation ; he would not allow 
ir. © Any exploit for true courage, that was not govern'd by caution 
7d and prudence. | 6 4 TELE 
as | The ram being now planted againſt the middle of the tower 
he that ſtands on the north fide of the city, Titus entertained the 
1 Jews ſo warmly with ſhowers of arrows, that they immediately 


ia, — . : 

| uitted their poſts, only Caſtor, a fly. crafty-Jew, lay ſkalkirg 
= | behind the battlements, but before they 1s lain long, there 
ag | came a ſhock that made the tower tremble under theme Upon 
fo | this they roſe, and Caſtor, in the tone, language, and poſture 
ht | of a ſupplicant, made his addreſs to Titus for quarter, begging« 
ch |: pardon with the greateſt ſhew of humility, Titus, who-was always - 
U. good · natured, began to fancy the Jews had receiv'd ſatistacti- 
d, | on, and poſſibly had got enough of the war; upon this he call'd * 
\& | off the archers, and put a;{top to the battery; acquainting Ca- 
* ſtor, That it he had any matter of moment to ſay, he was will- 
br ing to hear him. Caſtor's anſwer was, That he-defir*dnothing : 
xr, | more than atreaty. Titus told him very generouſly; That he- 
th |< was ready to treat with all his heart; and more than that, to- 
en 2 a pardon, if all his companions were of the fame mind, So 
CEE oon as this propoſal was made, five of the ten pretended to fide - 
* with Caſtor in the matter, the other five cry d out, That ſo - 
or long as *twas in their power to die freemen, they uoulchnever- 
die flaves, While this debate laſted, there was nothing farther * 
pt of 4 but Caſtor made the beſt of the oppOrtunty, and 
5 ſent privately to Simon, that he ſhould improve his time, while 
h he amuſed the Roman general with a-pretence ot peace. Caſtor- 
— and his companions acted their parts ſo near to the life, that 
is there were {words drawn upon ĩt, and ſome men ſeemingly kill'd ,-- } 
— though the whole affair was nothing but a cheat. 
* Titus and thoſe with him were amazed at the obſtinacy and 
h boldneſs of the Jews, and were alſo mov'd with compaſſion to 
A their miſery, tho” being upon lower ground they could not well 
k diſcover what paſs d above: inthe mean time Cattor was wounds: 
— ed by an arrow near his noilrils, who wrenching it out, held it. 
. - out to Titus, and made his- appeal for juſtice; the prince re- 
» : fented the injury at a high rate, and would have ſent Joſeph to- 
I Caſtor with aſſurances of fair quarter and amity : however, lo- 
> ſeph begged to be excuſed, and diſſuaded his friends from the 
E | fame rte, telling them, that the pretended fubmiſhon of the 
ea V8 +> all over treachery. | Encas, notwithitanding, upesa 
-Y {tor's., promiling a ſum of money, was willing to carryatbe / 
6 meſſage of grace; but fo ſoon as Enczs had put himfelf h a 
t of? * 4 . D 6 | . O f 
NI 7 
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poſſore to receive the N Caſtor let a great Cone fall from 
dhe wall which was difficult for Encas to avoid; and after all, 
wounded the man that ſtood next. Titus was now fully con- 
winced, that good nature might be unſeaſonable; fo that in or- 
det to take revenge upon (aſtor and his fellows, he command- 
'the batteries to play again with greater fury than before; and 
:Caſtor and his men finding the tower begin to ſhake, they ſet 
fire to it, and made their eſcapes into a vault, thro” the middle 
of the flames. Titus was maſter of this part of the wall in leſs 
than five days after he had taken the firſt: the way being 
now opened to the ſecond wall, he drove the gown before him, 
and enteretd the town, thro? all the narrow paſſages that lead up 
to the wall among the tradeſmen. Now, had Titus razed the 
greateſtꝭ part of this wall, as he might bave done by the laws of 
war, the victory would have colt him little more. Titus being 
no enter'd the town, ſhew'd abundance of humanity and ten- 
; | derneſi to the priſoners that were taken, not ſuſſering one of 
1 them to be kill'd, nor a houſe to be burned down; only the 
faction were at hberty to ſight it out, if they had a mind, pro- 
videchchey did not opprefs the people. He promiſed the inha- 
liranwer the fame time to reſtore to them whatever he had tak- 
ken from them, and alſo to maintain them in their lawful poſſeſ- 
fions. Theſe terms were acceptable, being all they delir'd at 
ſuch an extremity as this, that either the city might be {pared 
for their on ſakes, or at leaſt the temple for the ſake of the 
ety. The faction all this while imputed the tenderneſs of Titus 
to want of courage: for, ſay they, theſe conditions are only 
offered becauſe he deſpairs of going thro? with his work. They 
alſo chreatned death to any man that ſhould but ſpeak of peace. 
The Romans were no ſooner got within the town, but the Jews 
preſs d upon them all manner of ways, by blocking the narrow 
paſſes, galling them out of their houſes, and by allies from the 
walls, forcing them to quit their towers and retire to their camp. ſ 
There was nothing but confuſion and outcry between the fol- © 
aliers within the town, and in the middle of their enemies; and 
thoſe: without the town for fear of their fellow ſoldiers within, 
the Jews being both more numerous and better acquainted with 
the ſecret paſlages and by-alleys, ſo that they were too hard 
| for the Romans at every turn; and the breaches being not barge it 
- enough to march out abreaſt, they were all diſorder d in the | - 
crowd. and ſcarce a man had got ett, if Titus had not come to 
- thar relief in the very nick of time; but upon fixing a body of | 
- archers at the end of every ſtreet, and Titus poſting himſelt al- 
- ways Where there was moit danger, with Demelins Sabinus for 
his ſecond, they kept the Jews at play with darts and launcez, 
WH till, under the cover of this diverſion; they brought their men 
WY off pretty ſafe. Thus the Romans were beaten out ugain, after 
wer had taken ths ſecond wall, . r : 
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THE WARES OF THE WS. & 
VU pon this ſucceſs, the more reſolate among the citizens bad 
the vanity to flatter themſelves, that either the Romans would 
not dare to attack them any more, or that if they did, the Jews 
were certainly invincible. . Thus they were judicially infatuat- 
ed, and their numbers began to waſte and periſh very faſt with 
the famine that rag'd among them. (5 $4] Mo 


The Romans began now-to make another attempt upon the 
wall they had once gotten and loſt, aud for three days together 


they continu'd the aſſault with one attack upon the heels of aw- 
other, and were as hotly received; but upon the fourth day, 
Titus gave them fo furious a charge, that they were not able 
any longer to hold out; and it was upon this puſh that he got 
the — of the wall: the northern part of it he demolifh'd, 
and placed guards to the ſouth ware. 

There was yet one labour more remaining, upon which Titus 
had now his thoughts empluy'd, and that was the ſtorming of 
the third wall, tho' he did not lovk npon it as a work of much 
tune and difficulty, fo that he retolved out of meer humanity, 
what might be done by methods that were more gentle ; he 
thought farther, that between force and famine they might be 


- prevailed u poo to liſten to ſome other counſels; for their pro- 


vilions and booty were jult ſpent on the one hand, and Titus 
enjoy'd all the plenty imaginable on the other; inſomuch, that 
on a day of general muſter, Titus commanded his men to be 
drawn forth and paid in the ſight of the enemy; the foot ad- 
vancing with their ſwords drawn, and led, horſes ſo gloriou 


capatifon d, that the whole field ſparkl'd with gold and ſilvet. 


The Jews were got together in {warms upon the old wall, the 
houſes, and indeed the whole city was covered with gazing at 
this pompuous appearance, which was ſo ich and fine, that in 


ſhort it {truck a damp upon the ſpirits of the boldett Jews, and, 


in all probability, would have brought them over to terms o 

peace, had they not been conſcious that they had given the Ro- 
mans ſuch aftronts as would never be forgotten; belide, the 
fates had ſo ordered it, that the innocent were to fall with the 
guilty, and the city itlelf with the faction. 1 40 ; 
After this, Titus ſpent four days in victualling his camp; with» 
out the leaſt act of hoſtility ; upon the fifth he divided his army 
into two bodies, finding the Jews without apy. diſpoſitions” for 
peace, he began to caſt up works againſt the fortreſs Antonia, 
near you monument, with a proſpect of making himſelf ma- 
{ter of the upper town, and from fort Antonia of getting poſſef- 
lion of the temple. x 4 ee Bf «4 


Upon this reſolution, Titus advanced two attacks, and at eve» 
ry mount a legion was poſted to cover and guad the workmen, 
. Thoſe at work near the monument were gallid by the Jews and 
Simon's people; and the other againſt Antonia, were harder 
put it by John's party, and-a band of Zealou under his com- 
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( d; the Jews had the advantage of the higher ground, and 
by conſtant practice were you pretty expert at their engines 
aud machines. They had 309 croſs-bows and 30 (tone- ſlings, 
with which they diſturbed the Romans very much, and put a ſtop 
to the progreſs of their deſign. ; 

Titus thought he had ſuch good aſſurance of his fortune, that 
he reckoned upon Jeruſalem as his own before-hand ; however, 
as he proſecuted the ſiege on one hand, he forgot not to make 
trial of advice and perſuaſion, as well as force, to bring 22 
to reaſon on the other. He made it his ewn requeſt to them, 
that they'd be merciful to themſelves, by putting a place into his 
hands, that he could force them to at pleaſure : but when this 
had no effect — them, he left the further management of this 
point to Joſep , upon this opinion, that an office of ſuch hu- 

manity, from one of their own countrymen, and in their own 
language might have better fucceſs. Joſeph, in purſuance of 

the commiſſion, made his walk about the town ; and at laſt ſtop- 
ping upon a riſing ground, beyond the reach of the enemies ſhot, 
1 within their hearing, he delivered himſelf to this purpoſe : 
-1 am now to entreat you, my dear friends, fays Joſeph, as you 
value your city, your temple, your lives and liberties, that 
you'd. embrace the mercy offer d you by your very enemies and 
-ttrangers. The Romans have ſuch a veneration for ſacred things, 
that they. would not lay their hands upon what's dedicated to 
-divine ſervice, whereas, inſtead of defending the religion you 
"were brought up in, you are joined in a direct couſpiracy againſt 
n ? do you not yet ſee that you are quite overpower'd, your 
-weakneſs'expos'd, and your walls defenceleſs ; and that in ſuch 
'a condition as this it is a thing impoſhble to hold it out againſt 
fo formidable a power? Nor is it any new thing, ſuppoſing the 
' ,worlt, for the Jews to be ſubje& to the Romans. The cauſe is 
glorious, it is true, when liberty is the queſtion, if it were early 
enough; but when hopes are turned into deſpair, it is a folly 
then to'think off ſhaking of the yoke ; nay farther, it is the very 
way to live in ſlavery and die in infamy. The bondage would 
be ſcandalous, indeed, to ſerve a ſingle maſter, as men of ho- 
nur would be aſhamed to own; but the cauſeas quite contrary 
to be under ſubjection to a people that have a whole univerſe 
at their feet. And ſhow me that corner inthe world that is free 
from the Roman dominion, excepting only where the extremity 
of heat and cold has rendered the place uninhabited and uſeleſs. 
Fortune herſelf has gone over to the ſide of the Romans, and 
has made Italy the ſeat of univerſal monarchy ; ang. it is the 
1 the natural law, that the weaker ſhould ſubmit to che 
ſtronger ; this conſideration made our anceſtors, tho“ much 
- : Ygur luperiors in power and policy, to pay an allegiance to the 
— which they would never haye gonſented to, had they 
been convine'd that it was the pleaſure of heayen to * 
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holy place. I am poſſeſſed with horror to think of expoſing the 


Abraham, the huſband of Sarah, and our common father, ſhould 
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it ſo To what purpaſe ſhould you diſpute the point any lop 
4 hat is as good as lolt already? For 2 alone would do t 
work, tho' the hege were rais'd, and your walls left entire; 
multitude has ſufter'd. by it already, and the ſoldiers turg,w 
come next; and every day will make it worſe, there being 5 
fence againſt hunger, and the calamity is invincible, Upon the 
whole, you'd do well to take good advice before it be tao late: 
the Romans are naturally an enemy chat is very generons, and 
very ready to forgive and forget all that is done and p f Fer- 
vided the affront be not purſued on to extremity. They had ra- 
ther receive you with the open arms of friendſhip, than be tr 
bled with the incumberance of a depopulated city and deſolate 
province. Tho”, if ever matters come te this, that by are tak» 
en by ſtorm, you muſt expe every man of you to ut tothe 
in con- 
tempt of the emperor's grace and mercy. As for your third 
wall, there is nothing to be expected from it, but the ſame fate 
of the other two that you, have loſt before, Or, ſuppoſe your 
walls and your works impregnable, famine, as I told you, won 
do your buſineſs. While Joſeph reafou'd the matter thus wi 
them, the Jews returned him very bitter and e re- 
proaches from the walls for his good office; and theſe revilings 
were not unaccompanied with ſtones and darts. This treatment 
convinced him, that affliction and admonition would never work 


upon them; ſo that he now began to run over the hiſtory gf 


1 and gather vp precedents and arguments to this 
. urpoie . j * N F544 | 2 ' 1. 
Ah miſerable and ungrateful wretches that you are, ſays be, 
to ſhght and ovetlook your belt friends, and encounter the Re- 
mans with common weapons, as if the victories you had obtain d 
had been the eflects of your wiſdom and virtue. Can you ſay, 
that God; the great Creator of heaven and earth has ever de- 
ſerted the Jews when they were oppreſs'd * Conſider your ori- 
ginal, what you are at preſent, and what a doing, and how glo- 
rious a protector you provoke. by theſe outrages. ., Do but call 
to mind the great exploits of your anceſtors, and the, great de- 
liverances God has wrought for them by the- facrednels of h 


* 


iſtory of God's miraculous diſpenſations of mercy to a peoph 
ſo unworthy of bleſhngs ; notwuhſtanding, upon this occaſion 
I'll diſpenſe with that ſcruple, to ſhew you that the war you 
we geen; is not ſo much againſt the Romans, as againſt 
- himie be 37% EE 3.1 f-n9 wigs t'y 11201 1 4 : 
2» Rharaoh Necho, a king of Eee. carry'd off, with.a ſtrong 
farmy, Sarah, the queen and mother of us all. Now, by the 
-megfures- you take at preſent, you would have thought, that 
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Haxe attempied io reſcue Sarah by force of arms, A 
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ing at that time he had 318 lieutenants, add innumerable troops 


under him, at his own command; but he rather choſe to keep 
iet; and offer up his prayers towards the holy place, and im- 
K Aſliltance; and what was the end of it, but Pharaoh's 


nding back the queen untouched, the ſecond night after he 
had taken ber away; the Egyptian in the mean time contract- 

a revèrence for the bj Place, Which you have polluted 
th the dlood of your bn countrymen; till at laſt, finding 


to his on country; but firſt leaving rich gifts 


an God's favour. What can | ſay farther of our fore-fathers 
Boing down into Egypt, their 300 years bondage under a foreign 
power, they ſubmitting with patience to God's good plea- 
ute, at a time when they were ſtrong and numerous enough to 
Have reſcu'd themſelves, by force. Shall 1 tell you how the 
"Egyptians were infeſted with ſerpents, and troubl'd with all man- 
ner of diſeaſes; how their fruits were blaſted, ite Nile corrupt- 
ed, and ten plagues ſucceſſively one upon the heels of another? 
But fuch of our anceſtors as God hath deſign'd for che prieſt- 
"hood, were carry'd off without blood and danger, by the con- 
duct of a ſpecial providence. So when the Aflyrians ſeiz'd the 
ark, how did all Paleſtine, Dagon, and the whole nation con- 
eern' d in it, repent the rape, their inwards-became putrid and 
| fully tormented wich the gripes, in- 
ſomuchꝭ that their guts came away with their excrements z and 
What was the effect of this, but their ſending back the ark;:ac- 
dom panied with muſical inſtruments, by the ſame ſacrilegious 
hands that took it away, that by this means they might in ſome 
meaſure atone for their wickedneſs. - This was the immediate 
work of God himſelf for our anceſtors, becauſethey caſt them - 


elves intirely upon Divine Providence, without any recourſe to 


common means. 6 , 


What wits the end of Senacherib the king of Aſſyria, and of 


his prodigious army, when he ſat down before this place, with 
all the ſtrength of Aſia along with him; was he cut off by any 
Human power? No: but the Hebrews being at their prayers in 
| of God in one night confounded that numerous 
army, and the Aſſyrian found 185, ooo of his men the next 
morning dead uv; on the place, and the remainder. flying from 
[the jews that were unarmed, and had not the leaſt thought of 
purſuing them. 11 35 414 

You remember, likewiſe, that the Jews were 70 years in the 
Babylonian captivity, without making any attempt to recover 
"their liberty, till God raiſed up Cytus to diſcharge them, an 


r them away to their own country, where they began te a- 


ice to God as the author of their deliverance.” 
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1 and 
r, in token of the reverence he had for a people fo much U 
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paſs, either with or without arms, ſave only by God's aſſiſtanee 
Jand direction? but, indeed, when they fought in confidence of 
their own ſtrength, they never ſucceeded; for inſtance, when 
this city was belege by the king of Babylon, Zedekiah fought 
him contrary to the counſel of the prophet Jeremy, and the e- 
vent of it was, the routing of his army and the taking of Zede- 
kiah priſoner, and the deſtruction of both city and tem ple before 
his face. Do you obſerve now the difference betwixt the temper 
Jol that prince and his people, and yours, The prophet infor rad 
chem plainly, that they were fallen under the diſpleaſure of hea» 
ven for their ſins; and that if the city was not deliver'd up, it 
would be taken by force; and yet for all theſe fore-bodings, 
neither the prince nor the 3 did offer him any violence: 
conſider therefore, in oppoſition to this, how barbatoufly you 
have treated me both in words and actions: am I guilty of any 
crime, but only of taking the freedom to tell you your faults, 
and giving you good advice. But the very hiſtory of your own 
practices would wear out your patience. - | 
The c:fe was very much the ſame alſo when the city was be- 
fieged by Antiochus, call'd Epiphanes: our anceitors having in- 
cur'd the diſpleaſure of God, preſs'd forward to a battle, and 
were totally routed, the town taken and pillaged, and the ſanc- 
tary for three years and ſix months wholly abandoned, To 
make few words of it, what was it but the {tubbornneſs of the 
2 that ſirſt made a breach betwixt them and the Romans: 
rom what epocha can we date our ſlavery, but from our own 
ſeditions, when the factions of Ariſtobulus, and Hyrcanus, id 
the heat of ambition, whether ſhould get uppermoſt, brought 
Pompey into the city, and made the jews flaves to the Romans, 
that were unworthy” dt lite: the place was furrendered after 
three months re ſiſtanee, tho' they were then in a much better 
condition than you are. We are none of us ignorant, what be- 
came of Antigonus the ſon of Ariftobulus under whoſe govern» 
ment the Jews were puniſhed with a ſecond judicral captivity 
for the people's ſins. id not Herod beſiege 3 vnn the 
aſültance ot Socius a Roman general, and after fix months re- 
duce and rifle the place, as a juſt judgment from heaven for the 
iniquities of the jews. 45 ger „ 
1 think I have almoſt ſaid ſufficient to ſhow that this method 
of arms and ſieges has always been fatal to our brethren, and 
that the iſſue of ſuch a war would be certain ruin. Upon the 
whole, it ſeems altogether reaſonable, that you'who are at prer 
ſent in poſſe ſſion of this holy place, ſhauld emirely refign your» 
ſelves to the mercy of heaven, and the conduct of Divine Pro- 
videnee. You bave much more to anſwer for, than thoſe that 
have been cut off under your awn malice by a vindictive juftic 
in the full courſe of their wickedneſs ;, with reſpect to the ſeer 
Uns of thety, fraud, adultery, aud treachery, you lock —— 
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and oppreſſion, they are ſins you value yourſelyes upon. You 
have turn'd the temple into a very ſcene of wickedneſs, which 


tion for it. With what countenance can you expect afhitance 
from that God whem you have thus provok'd? But now, to 
make the ſuppoſition as faveurable as poſſible, ſhould we take 
it for granted, that you are as humble, jaſt, and righteous, and 
our hands as innocent as our king's when he lifted them up to 
eaven to implore aſſiſtance againſt the Aſſytian, and obrain'd 
the return of his prayer the night following, which was the meer 
ruin of the Aſſyrian army: if this were the ſtate of the cafe, and 
that the Romans would behave themſelves as the Aſſyrians did, 
who, after they had made an agreement to ſave the city, and 
then violated the oath and ſet fire to the temple ; I confeſs you 
might then expect that God would deal with the Romans after 
the ſame manner. But this is none of their intentions, they de- 
mand only @ yearly tribute, which has been paid them time out 
of mind.; to ſecure them but of this, the city and the temple 
have nothing to fear, but you ſhall enjoy your eſtates, your 
liberties, your families, and the free exerciſe of yuur religion 
under the known regulations of your own laws, As for Veſpa» 
n, it was upon the credit of the war he had wag'd with us, 
that he advanc'd himſelf to the empire; and what are your 
thoughts of a miracle wrought in favour of Titus; Siloa, and 
other fountains you know, without the city, were drain'd ſo low 


all flow fo N again, that the Romans have ſufficient for all 
their purpo 


both in aſhes; this prodigy was-certainly the forerunner of that 
ruin and conflagration : and I dare not run the compariſon be- 
tween the fins of the preſent age and thoſe of the former days; 
fo that it looks as if God had-abandon'd his owg temple and his 
people, in favour of the enemy. After all, Gd is not inexor- 
able to thoſe that repent and confeſs their miſcarriages, which is 
the method you mult take, if ever you hope either for mercy 
or ſafety. Therefore. throw away your arms, and be forrowfu 
for the judgments you have brought upon your country, Thi 
but of the ſweetneſs of the place, the glory of our city, and of 
the richneſs and magnificence of the temple ;. and can you have 
the” heart to expole all theſe curioſities to fire and pi lage? It 


you are not more inſenſible and harder than (tones, theſe reflec» 


tions would move you, and if nothing elſe will work upon you, 
bethiuk yourſelves of your parents, your wives, your child — 
; 5 mt. an 


them as trifles, and not worth the ſticking at. As for murder 


is a place ſo ſacred, that the Romans themſelves have a venera - b 


before Titus came before this place, that water could ſcarce be 
purchas'd for money; but ſince the arrival of the Romans, they 


es; nay farther, they can fpare it themſelves and 
take enough for their cattle to beſtow on their gardens... Ihe 
fame thing happen'd when the king of Babylon beſieged Jeru- 

lem with his army, took the town and the city, and laid them 


or famine. Perhaps you'll object, that becauſe I have a wife of 


my on, a mother, a andy, that are concern'd in the common 
| akes, and my, own private 2 | 

that [ have, gixen this counſel ; but, if either the 'facrificia '4 

their lives, my own, or both, may conduce to your ſafety Ia 


hazard, that it is for their 


ready to deliver them up all, upon condition that you will be 
more wile and honeſt. for the future, when we are diſpatch'd. - 
This paſſionate diſcourſe of Joſeph's drew tears from his own 
eyes, tho” the ſactions were not one inch moy'd at it, The com» 
mon ſort of people, indeed were ſtagger d at it, and made it 
their buſineſs how to ſave themſelves by flight; to this end 
what they had that was valuable may ſold for ſmall prices, and 
ſwallow'd the gold for fear they ſhould be robbed ; and by theſe 
means they ſupply d themſelves with neceſſaries till they got 
over to the Komans., . Titus left them, at liberty to go where 
they would, which was encouragement enough for their eſcape, 
leeing they got clear of the broils, without making themſelves 
Naves to the Lomane At this time John and Simon clapt a ſtrong 
guard upon the paſſes, and took as much care that the citizens 
went not out, as that the Romans came not in; fo that the leaſt 
ſuſpicion, or * of ſuſpicion, was Nr to take a man's 
life away. The outrages of the faction, and the pinching of the 
famine increaſed daily; and when there was no corn any longer in 
bght, the houſes were broken up for it; and if any was diſcover- 
ed, the owners were ſeverely handled for concealing it; and if 


none could be found, they were put to the torture, in order to 


make them confeſs their ſtores : nay, the cruelty went fo high, 
that to be heal and ſound was an argument of private plenty. 
The couſumptive were diſpatch'd out of hand, tho? one would 


think there was little need for it, whea they were ready ta die 


for want of bread... Several of the better fort, and le even 
of quality and condition, ſold all they had for a buſhel of wheat; 
and others that were, poorer did the like, for the ſame quantny 
of barley ; when they had made this miſerable purchaſe, they 
were forced to ſhut themſelves up in lurking holes, leſt others 
ſhould participate with them. Some fell to work upon the corn 
before it was ground, and others (tay'd till it was baked, jult as 
they were 7 eicher with danger or hunger ; there was no 
ſpreading of tables, but he was reckon'd happy that could ſnatch 
2 bit off che coals betwixt raw and rolled. Never was a calamity 
ſo miſerable, or a ſpectacle fo horrid and lamentable. Where 
the &rongel{ {till got the belt fare, and the weakelt had nothing 
to do but to bemoan their miſery. Wives forced away the meat 


from their huſband's mouths ; children did the ſame by their pay 


rents; and what was yet more unnatural, mothers from their 
very infanis, depriving them as they, lay in their arms of the 


e 
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and your families, that are juſt upon periſking, either by ſword 
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» us they were ready to ſwallow it, tho' to the hazard o 
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' cted ſo in ſecret, but there were ſome at hand (till to come in 


ſharers with thoſe that had gotten the beſt _ Where ever 
they ſaw the houſe ſhut up, they preſently conclude 
was eating within, and fo forcing the doors, they toe the meat 
reatlychew'd from between the very teeth of the people, Jul 
choak- 
ing them. At this extremity there was neither age nor ſex that 
found mercy z the old men that offered to defend what provi- 
fion they had got, were miſerably beaten; the women were 


dragged along by the hair for concealing any thing they had a | 
mind to keep; fu 


cking children were torn from the breaſt, and 
daſh'd againft the ground; ſo that there was no mercy for fe- 
males, infancy, or gray hairs. It was reckoned a capital crime 
among the free-booters that were abroad upon adventures, for 


him that was purſu'd to out-run the purſuer, and eat his own 


bread before the other could come up with him. | 

No kind of cruelty was ſpared, ſo that they might but get 
ſomething to ſatisfy their ſtomachs. The people were put to- 
exquiſite pains in thoſe parts that were molt ſenfible ; pointed 
{ticks were thruſt up their bodies, and ſuch like torture practis d 


that cannot be mention'd without horror ; and this, perhaps, 


for the diſcovery of a loaf, or a handful of flower, that lay 
eonceal'd. And which made the cruelty more unpardonble, 
their tormentors were not pioched with hunger, nor could they 
plead neceſfity for their excuſe. Some of the poor wretches 

that had given the ſlip to the Roman guards, and crept out of | 
the town for herbs and ſallads in the night-time, had the ill 
fortune to fall into their enemies hands, when they thought 
themſelves oat of danger, where they were ſtript of all they 


1 and were extremely glad at laſt to compound for their 5 
wes, and gave away great part of what they had gotten win 
ſo great hazard. This treatment they received from the com- 


mon ſoldiers, but the perſons of quality were had before the 


ulurpers themſelves, and many of them put to death for treaſon, 


and a debgn to deliver up the city to the Romans, upon the te- 
Ulimony of falſe witneſſes; and this was always one of the ar- 
ticles laid to their charge, That they bad a mind to go over 10 
their enemy. Thoſe were carry'd to John that Simon had pil- 
lag'd; and thoſe to Simon that were John's priſoners, as if they 
had been drinkin id. 
between them, At laſt they divided who ſhould be uppermoſt, 
though they were perfectly agreed. in their methods of uſurpa- 
tion and tyranny ; their robberies were ſhared equally, tho“ he 
was reckon'd the better man, and the greateſt knave of the two, 
that could cozen his fellow of ſome moiety in the booty, to 


Which they were both entitled. 


- 


+. Their iniquities would make an endleſs hiſtory, but to fay all 
a little, 1 am perfectly perſuaded that therg was never hor” 
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in ſo miſerable, or a people ſo barbarous on the face of the earth, 
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In the end to palliate their inhumanity to ſtrangers, they reviled 
the nation of the Jews, and confeſs'd themſelves to be (as they 
really were) a company of ſcoundrels and ſlaves, of baſtards and 
vagabonds, They laid the city in aſhes and rubbiſh, and the 


burning of the temple was their own act too, both in haſtening _ 


it, and by forcing Titus to ſuch extremities, contrary to lis 
inclinations, When the upper town was on fire, the Romans 
ſhew'd many inſtances of compaſſion ; but not ſo much as a tear 
or a ſigh among the Jews : but of this, with remarks upon it in 
proper place. Titus play'd his works all this time with ſome 
loſs of men that were {lain from the walls, *T was now become 
the cuſtom of the Jews to ſteal out by night and run abroad for 
proviſions ; and they uſually took ſome ſoldiers along with them. 
that could not have their neceſhties anſwer'd in the city. "Thoſe 
that made theſe excurſions were commonly of the poorer fort, 
and having wives and children, they durſt not deſert, leſt their 
throats ſhould be cut; and they could not take their families 
with them for fear of a diſcovery. Titus being aware of this 
practice, ordered out a detatchment to way lay the Jews in the 
adjaceut vallies. The Jews being ignorant of the matter, and 
put to the extremity of hunger, they went out and fell into the 
enemies ambuſhes; and finding themſelves hemm'd in, they 
were forced to fight out of pure heceſſity, for fear of ſome pu- 
wihmenc that ſhould be worſe than death itſelf; beſide, it was 
now too late to aſk or expect quarter. But to make ſhort of it, 
they were maſtered, and after they were put almoſt to all man- 
ner of tortures, were crucify'd before the faces of the beſieg'd. 
'Tis true, this rigour and ſeverity. did not at all pleaſe Titus; 


but he did not find it ſafe either to diſcharge ſuch a number of 
obltinate priſoners that were now in his power, or to ſpare ſo 


* 


many of his own men to look after them that they play'd him 
no trick; belide, he had ſome hopes, that an exa 
terror might work upon the minds of the jews and make them 


le of ſuch 


ſuppoſe it their own caſe; ſo that they were all of em cruci- 


fy d to a man, tho''twas done in ſeveral poſtures, ſome to ex- 
= preſs their hatred, ſome their rage, and ſome again their moc- 


kery and contempt ; but the prifoncrs were ſo many, that they 
wanted room at laſt for more croſſes. The horror of this exe- 
cuyon was ſo far from melting the faction, that as they ordered 
the circumſtances, it wrought à quite contrary effect; for the 
relations and friends of hath that were crucity'd were dragged 
out upon the wall, that they might ſee what kind of treatment 
they had to expect from the Romans, if they ſhould. deſert ; 


telling them at the fame time, that thoſe they ſaw upon the 


&ofſes were not priſoners of war, but deſerters that ſue d for 
mercy and protection. This ſtratagem kept many of them from 


falling off tal the truth was diſcoygzcd, thu? ſome of them wer 
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lowers were moſt of them flain or wounded': for having made 
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all crept away to the Romans for fear of being ſtarved, which 
they looked upon as a death by far the more miſcrable of the 
two. Titus, when he ſaw what the matter came to, he caus d 
the hands of ſeveral priſoners to be cut off, and ſent them away 
to Simon and Jolin in that miſerable condition, that they might 
not be taken for deſerters, nor look like ſuch ; adviſing them 
by theſe meſſengers, that they ſhould put an end to the war, 
and not force him to deſtroy their city; for it was not as yet | 
too late, upon a ſpeedy ſubmiſhon, to preſerve their country, 
their lives, and their temple. Titus, however, kept his works a- 
going on, and encouraging his men, being reſolv'd, if reaſon 
and perſuaſion would-not do, to compaſs his point by force. In 
the mean time, the Jews deliver'd a thouſand curſes from the 
walls againſt both Veſpaſian and Titus, every man of them de- WW 
claring their contempt of death, and how much dearer their li- Fo 
berties were to them than their lives; and that provided they 
could but plague and torment the Romans, they did not matter 
in the leaſt what befel either themſelyes or their country; which 
Titus aſſur d them were both upon the very edge of ruin, As 
for their temple, they ſaid, they looked upon the world to be 
the more ſumptuous ſtructure of the two; or rer the worlt, 
they did not doubt but God would take care of his own houſe, 
and they depended entirely upon divine protection, in deſpite 
of all the threatnings of the Romans, which God would never 
ſuffer to take effect. By this time Antiochus Epiphanes was 
-£ome up before Jeruſalem with a good train of armed troops a- 
long with him; he had a company of ſtout young fellows for 
kis guard, being all of the ſame age, and accoutred and trained 
up after the manner of the Macedonians, from whence they took 
the name. . 
The Roman empire never had a prince that was ſubject to it, 
and more ſucceſsful, than the king of Comagena, tho? in his lat- 
ter years his fortune forſook him, ſo that the old ſaying veriſies, 
no man can he pronounc'd happy before his death. He had a2 
ſon of an e -rpriling and martial ſpirit, of a ſtrong body, and 
bold even to the degree of raſhneſs: This ſon was talking one 
day, that he wonder'd why the Romans would ſtand trifling be- 
fore the walls at that rate, and never puſh it to an aſſault. Titus 
{miling, made anſwer, that the way was open to any man that 
had a mind to it: and the word was no ſooner out, but Anti- 
ochus led on his Macedomans to the attack, and gave ſufficient 
roof both of conduct and valour in this action; but his fol- 


ſuch beaſts before hand, they could not in honour quit the en- 
terprize with their lives ; but as ſoon as they ſaw that the Mage - 
donian courage would never do the work without the forthe 
- Alexander, they were obliged to quite the enterprize, and 
e off with the remainder of the men, after the beit faſhion 
they could. The 


% 


* 
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Jegion rear'd one of them toward Antonia, over. a 2ainſt the mide 


Ereateſt concern of the Romans was to 
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The Romans ſpent 17 days in hard labour to raife their plate 
orms, which were four in number, and very large, The fifth 


le of the Struthian pool; the twelfth legion rais'd another at 
he diſtance of 20 cubits from the former; the tenth legion caft 
ap another platform to the northward, oppoſite to the pool 
am'd Amigdalon ; the fifteenth legion erected the fourth mount, 
t the diſtance of thirty cubits from the laſt, and but a little way 
# the monument of John the high-prieft, Theſe works were 


ho ſooner finiſh'd, but John ſet his men to mining under that 


hich look'd towards Antonia, and cauſed ſeveral wooden pil- 
ars to be erected to keep the earth above from falling; this 
wood work was daub'd with bitumen. John had no more to 


No upon this project, but to ſet fire tothe pillars, which had ng 


ooner conſumed the pillars, but the whole bulwark came tum- 


*bling down with a dreadful noiſe; the fre was not diſcerned at 
firſt, only there appear'd ſome ſmother of duſt and ſmoke; at 
Jaſt, indeed, the flame broke through all oppoſition, which gave 
She Romans ſuch ſurprize, that they were at their wits- end to 
Se fo baffled, when they thought themſelves ſo ſecure of their 


point ; and it would have been the extravagance of folly to have 
et about io quench the fire when the ramparts were ruin'd to 


All purpoſes. 2 


Two days after this ſucceſs, Simon and his men made an at- 
empt upon the reſt of the mounts, where the Romans had plant» 


ed their rams, and begun to batter already. At this time there 


ere three very reſolute Jews within the walls, the firſt was 


Mepthacus, a Galilean ; the ſecond Megaſſarus; and the third, 


ne Adiabena, fon to Nebataeus; theſe three, with torches in 
Ibeir hands, went directly to the machines, breaking through 


the troops of the enemy with their friends; and in the ve 


face of oppoſition, with darts and arrows, they purſued their 


dleſign till all the engines were on fire; fo ſoon as the flame was 
een to mount, the Romans ſent off a detachment from the camp 


o ſupport their companions ; but the ous pour'd down thei 
ſhot upon them from the walls with ſuch violence, and withoul 
any regard to their own lives, that it came ſhortly to a hand- 
Fight with thoſe that endeavoured to pt out the fg. The 

8 ave their rahs, the co- 
ers of them being gone already; but the ſews pufhed forward 
to the very middle of the flames, to put a ſtop to their deſign; 
Ind they would not Jet their hold lip, the' the iron was buru- 
Ig hot: the fire made its way thence to the ramparts, and there 
Fas no remedy for it. At this extremity, the Romans finding 
Fcmlelves to be encompaſſed round with flames, and not the 
zalt hope being left them of ſaving their works, they bethought 
Wemlelves of withdrawing to the camp. The Jews were recruit- 
coaundally trom the city, and the numbers growing ſo faſt 


that 
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that they were more and more preſſing and inconſiderate, inſo. 
much that in the very height of the ſacceſs, they made their th 
advances to the very camp itſelf, and aſſaulted the guards. . 
Now, according to the ſtrict rule of the Roman diſcipline, the de 
office of theſe guards was to keep ſentry in their turns, and ſo to . 
relieve one another, and not a ſoul of them was to quit his poſt , v1 
upon pain of death, tho' the neceſſity was never ſo urgent ſo * 
that knowing the terms before hand, they were either obliged u A! 
fall like men of honour, or die the infamous death of deſertets; 1 1 
theſe men made a vigorous reſiſtance, and brought ſeveral of f 
their companions back again, betwixt neceility and diſgrace, . 
that had al their poſts, and they with the engines putz d 
op to the current of the jews that came flowing from the city; 1 
or, indeed they made their {allies without any reſpett to their fe 
own ſafety, ohting at random with all they met, an throw-# 
. ipg themſelves like men diſtracted upon the very points of the | 
enemies weapons. The Jews at this juncture gained more upon® 
the Romans by their raſhneſs, than by conduct and courage; 
and the Romans on the other {ide gave way rather to their def. 
perate boldneſs, than for the apprehenſion of any harm the! 
Jews could do them. Titus, upon this, makes a very ſeaſonable 1 
turn from Antonia, where he had been looking out the moſt ad- c 
vantagious ground to raiſe his works againſt the walls; when he 1 
Came up with his own men, he gave them a ſevere reprimand 5 
for ſuffering themſelves, after they were maſters of the enemies E ? 
- works, to be fo coop'd up and diſtreſs'd in their own; and in 2 
| ſenſe belicg'd by thoſe who in reality were no better than pri-} 
$ ſoners the.n{elves. Titus made no c.remony of the matter, but t 
{ with ſome-of his heſt troops ſurrounded the Jews immediately, 
d began to gall them very heavily in the flank, while they 
pt their 4 as well as they could with a world of reſolu- jp, 
tion; and ſo ſoon as they were broken and diforder*d a little, 
the confulion was fo great that th-y could not diſtinguiſh their + 
friends from their focs : Nor were the ]2ws thus reſolute, aftet 
their caſe was fo deſperate, out of any confidence in their own 2 | 
ftrengrh, but merely from pure deſpair, while the Romans were ,, 
all enrag d for the nicety of military honovr and the love they 4 
bore to Ne of Titus, who was now in danger, fo that if 4 
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the Jews HA not taken the critical opportunity ot retiring into} p 
the city, Every, man of them wichout diſpute had been cut ia a 
pieces. Tho“ the Romans, after the Jews were repulſed, had e. 
dAiflion enough in the loſs of their bulwarks, finding that one t 
bour would deltroy what a long time could but raiſe; and in 3 
ſhort, upon this diſappointment, they began to deſpair of ever jr 
faking the place. - - ME 
While matters were in this poſture, Titus called a council of , c. 
bis beſt officers, to adviſe what was to be done upon this extre · d 
mity,; and ſame among chem, that had got better Judgments | 
Rn 
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Z of this undertaking may perhaps be look'd upon as Ro 
but indeed had it been leſs, there had not been ſo muc 
to be gotten by it: though I confeſs great things are not to be 
* compaſſed without the affiſtance of an Almighty agent. Titus 
concluded his ſpeech with an order to his officers to fet imme- 
2 diately upon the ereAMg ot the wall, and to diſtribute the whole 
army into proper {tations for their better ſecurity, and to expe- 
7 dite the work. This word was no ſooner given, but all the ſol - 
diers as if they had been tranſported by a kind ¶ divine · im- 
pulſe, were fill'd with emulation, who 

and after the ground was meaſur d out, and the legions divid- 
ed, the ſame ſpirit of competition ran thro' the whole body of 
the army. Titus all the time that the work was carrying on, 
was ſo intent upon it, that he let not one day flip without tak - 
ing the round of it. The wall was begun at the place call'd the 
Camp of the Aflyrians. where alſo Titus fix'd bis quarters, and 
carried along to the lower Cenopolis, and ſo forward by Ce- 
dron, to mount Olivet, which 7 the ſouth-lide was encloſec ſo 
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than the reſt, gave in their vote for a general aſſault, alledging, 
that nothing had been done thus far but by ſkirmiſhes, and if i 
came once to a full battle, they ſaid, the Jews would not be able 
to withſtand the Roman ſhafts and arrows. Others were for te- 
pairing the ramparts; and ſome again were for watching the 
victuallers, and forcing the place by famine without the dint ot 
ſword, Titus upon the whole debate did not think it honour- 
able to lye {till at the head of a vaſt army without any action, 
tho? he was not for fighting as yet with a people that were re- 
ſolved upon their own deſtruction. As for the erectiag of new 
ramparts, it was now impracticable, becauſe materials were not 
to be had, and the vaſt compaſs of the city would not admit of 
laying ſecurity in all the avenues, and fo to hinder them from 
fetching proviſians; and indeed if all the high ways had been 
block'd up. yet the Jews would have found out ſome other pri- 
vate methods of conveyance in caſe of neceſſity, — they had 
the advantage of knowing all the ſecret paſſages round the city, 
and ſuppoſing that gyhen the beſt ſecurity had been made, yet N 
the =_ ſhould 1 any relief into the city, it would lengthen 
the liege, and leſſen the honour of the victory by delay, far- 
ther, if this project were practicable, and might conſiſt with 
the honour and ſafety of the Romans, yet diſpatch is to be pre- 
ferred before any — at the preſent extremity. In the end, 
Titus told them, that the moſt effectual and cautious way, would 
be to run a wall quite round the city, by which means the ex- 
curſions of the Jews would be prevented, and they themſelves 
be forced to ſurren-{er the place, either out of pure deſpair or 


"& necellity ; che' this thall not hinder me, 0 Titus, to repait 


the works ſo ſoon as the weaker part of thoſe that are left, will 
prove ſufficient to [top the career of the enemy. The difficulty 
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and the young men walked the ſtreets like fo many phoſts, 


'the publick charge; 
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far as the rock Periſterion, together with an adjacent hill that 
.overlooks the vale of Siloah, thence it winded to the weſtward, © 
and ſo on to the Fountain-valley, from this place it run forward 
to the ſepulehre okgnanus the high-prieft, incloſing the moun- 7 
tain where formerly Pompey had encamped; thence it turned 
to the northward. paſſing on to the village called Erebinthonicus ® 
«and going yet farther, it took in Hero's {epulchre to the eaſt, 
and there one end of the wall met with the other. The com- 
-paſs of the wall was thirty nine furlongs ; on the out- ſide of it 
were thirteen forts built, every fort was ten farlongs about; 
but the miraculous part of the {tory was, That the encloſure # 
ſhould be finiſhed in thre? days, which might very well have ® 
employ'd ſo mary months. When the work was perfect:d, 3 
Titus poſted guards in every fort, that kept watch all night un- 
der arme. Titus himſelf performed the firſt round of duty, and 
Alexander Tiberius the ſecond, and thole who had the com- 
mand of the legions, the third The watch and the ſoldiers 
Flept by turns, tho' ſome of them were-contantly on the guard. 
When the Jews were thus encloſed, they were put to the laſt 
degree of deſpair, the famine {wept off whole families at once, 
and the houſes were (pread with the carcaſes of women and 
children; old men lay dead in the narrow lanes and paſſages, 


— 


There was no ceremony in burying che dead, fome wanted 
ſtrength, and others the will to that office: there was ſome that 
expired in the very act of interring others, and ſome haſtened 
away to their graves to make ſure of a reſting- place after death, 
while they were yet living; and it is remarkable, that in the 
depth of this ſolemn miſery, there was neither groan nor out- 
cry to be heard, for hunger had ſilenced all their paſſions : they 
ſtood gazing with hollow eyes and pale looks upon thoſe that 
— before them. This city was now only a grave of ſilence, 
and the dead bodies piled up together on heaps in the night- 2 
time. But yet the moſt deplorable part af the relation was the 
brutal inſolence ot the tlyeves, inſomuch that the famine was a 
calamity far inferior to it: they made their way into houſes that 
were no hetter than charnel houſes, and there they (tripped the oF 
dead, and made themſelves ſport with their nakedneſs; they“ 
alſo made experiments what their-ſword could do upon the bo- 
dies of thoſe that were half dead; tho' if any perion cried out + 
for help, and a ſword to diſpatch himſelf, he was (ure to be re- 17 
pulſed with negleꝗ and cryelty. Tis farther obſervable, that 
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as they were a dying, they ſtill clofed their eyes towards the 
temple, and were deeply concerned, that they ſhould leave thoſe 
miſcreants alive that hed profaned that place. 3 
When the people were no longer able to endure the ſtench 
af the putrid bodies, orders wereepiven to have them buried at 
but for want of places for that N 
" » thelec 4 
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thoſe impious wretches threw them down headlong over the 


Wall into the valleys, which was ſo horrid and deteſtable a 
2 ſpectacle, that Titus going round the place, and finding the 


ditches all ſill'd with corruption and peſtilential vapaur, he 
ſpread forth his hands to heaven, and maße his appeal, Thar 
it was none of his pleaſure to have it ſo. This was the {tate of 
the city at that juncture. Now, while the faction was thus 
guarded within the walls, it bein impothble for them to (tir 
oat, the Romans lived at eaſe, and enjoyed themſelves in the a- 
bundance of all neceſfary proviſions, which was brought to then. 
out of Syria, and the neighbouring provinces; whereupon ſe- 
veral of the Romans came up to the very walls, and expoſed 
their plenty within ſight of the ſews; but tho” they were tan- 
tzliz'd after this manner, yet they remain'd inſenſible after all; 
ſo that Titus aut of meer compaſlion to fo miſerable a people, 
relolved to throw up new works, and diſpatch the buſineſs as 
ſoon as poſhble. The materials were very difficult to provide, 
that were neceſſary to carry on the enterprize, for all the wood 
near the city was already cut down, fo that they were forced 
to fetch timber at the diſtance of ninety furlongs. Four ramparts 
were erected more large than the former, Titus knew well e- 
nough that he had the faction at his mercy, and he gave them to 
underſtand ſo much; notwithſtanding they (till proceeded with- 
out any fign of remorſe, having not ſo much as the Iza{t regard 
to their own ſafety. | 
There was at this time in the city a venerable old man and a 
Yieſt, whoſe name was Matthias: he was univerſally beloved 
7 the people; the Jews it ſeems had been hard put to it by 
the Zealots after John had joyned with them, and this ſame 
Matthias mov'd for having Simon call'd in to their aſſiſtance. 


Tais was complied with very unhappily without any conditions 


and precautions; Simon had no looner got within the town, but» 
he treated this good man as one of the worlt of his enemies; 


Z hercupon Matthias was arraigned and accuſed for holding ſe- 


cret correſpondence with the Romans ; upon this the ſentence 


of death was paſt upon the father and the three ſons, withonr. 


"> hearing what they could ſay in their own defence. All the fa- 


vours this good man delired of Simon, for letting him into the 
town, was, that he might be fir{t executed; but Simon, to keep 
him the longer in his pain, gave orders that he ſhould be put to 


+4 death the laſt of them. This horrible ſpeQacle was expos'd to 
# the view of the Romans, where Matthias was executed upon the 
bodies of his ſons: Simon was not only content to put in practice 


the ſentence, but in a pure frolick of cruelty and mockery 


3 when he was juſt upon the point to die, You would fain, ay“ 
Simon, have gone over to the Romans, and let them bring you 
off now it they can. But, to conſummate the barbarity, the bo- 


dies lay all unburied, by the command of Simon. 
. py E 2 Rug! 
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Much about the ſame time there was Ananias a prieſt, ſon to 
' Maſbalus, and well deſcended; and Ariſteus born in Amaus, a 
ſecretary to the council, who together with fifreen more ot the 
chief af the people were all put to death, Joſeph's father was 
alſo put to death, and by a ſpecial proclamation. every man 


was forbidden to come at him; and beſide this, it was made ca- 3 


-pital for any man fo much as to piry them. 


It happened after this, That the ſon of ſudas, and an officer 
who commanded in one of the turrets, begun to lay to heart 


the unmerciful oppreſhon of the Jews, and being mindful to | 
look to himſelf upon this occaſion, he in ſhort, took the firſt ® 


opportunity, to diſcourſe a number of his truſty friends to this 


effect, How long, ſays he, ſhall we ſtoop under the burthen of © 
this tyranny ! And what * of ſafety have we in the ſervice 


of ſo cruel a maſter? The (word and the famine are both to be 


, encounter'd, and the Romans are already as good as within the 
walls. Simon farther is the moſt ungraceful amongſt men, tho“ 


he lives continually in the fear of puniſhment; notwithſtanding 


the Romans on the other hand are certainly men of honour and 
zultice; fo that in my thoughts we have no more to do than to 
ſurrender up the walls for our ſafety, and the ſafety of the coun- 
try; nor indeed has Simon any cauſe to complain, only he ſuf- 'F 


fers a little ſooner. 


When the matter was ripen'd to an agreement, Judas ſent a- 


way the remainder of the people to blind the deſign, and pre- 
vent di{covery; and he, about the third hour of the day, called 
out to the Romans from the turret, and let them underita 

reſolution they had taken; but the Romans gave little regard 
to him: tho' Titus, however, drew ſome troops up to the wall: 


but Simon in the mean time ſurprized them in their project, and 


put the guard to the ſword, 2 their bodies down from 
the walls in fight of the Romans. While Joſeph was now walk- 
ing vp and down at the foot of the wall, and doing the Jews all 
the ſervice he could, he was untortunately knocked down with 
a ſtone, and the Jews making a deſperate ſally at the ſame time, 
had certainly carried him off a priſoner, had not Titus ſent a 
party to reſcue him, While this ſkirmiſh laſted, Joſeph was 


carried off before he was well his own man again. The faction 
were overjoyed, and never doubted but Joſeph was flain; and 
the report paſled current thro? all the city, and put the ſober * 
minded inhabitants juto great conſternation for the death df 
. noch : this news was brought 10 ſo- 
" Teph's mother in priion, and upon this occaſion the women con- 
> &oled with her; but indeed the mother was not much the Worker | 
nor the faction the better, for ſo ſoon as the danger of-Joſeph's. 
d vound was over, he returt ed to his poſt again, and gavet ok. 
deo know, that what they had done {hould coſt them dear *. : 
Mo all alorg be cncouraped the peogge to obedience,: Jolephy's*. - 
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appearance caſt a damp upon the hearts and reſolution of the 


faction, tho? his friends were immediately reſtored, and locked 


very cheerfully upon it. 


Upon this extremity, there were ſeveral deſerters that went 
over to the Romans, {ome there were that vaulted the walls, o- 


thecs got out under the colour of purſuing the Romans with 


(tones; tho* indeed their eſcaping one calamity in the town, 
was followed with a worſe in the camp: for the ſurfeits they 


7 got among the Romans, proved fatal to them, for being empty 


and puffed up with dropfical diſtempers, they were ready to 
burſt with the little they could eat, but the moſt deplorable part- 
of the (tory is yet to come. | 

When the Jews were in the act of ſearching for gold, there 
then was a fugitive ſurprized among the Syrians, who had ſwal- 
lowed ſome gold which paſſcd through him; and the faction 
put all the people to the ſearch, and there was ſhortly ſuch 
plenty ot gold found, that twelve Atticks were now worth as 
much as twenty hive before. "This diſcovery run quite through 
the camp, that the deſerters had concealed gold in their guts; 
upon this intimation, the Syrians and Arabians ript up two thou- 
ſand bellies in one night for the love of the treaſure; which 1 
_—_ upon as the molt inhuman butchery that was ever heard- 
ot. | 

Titus was ſo tranſported at the inhumanity of this action, 
that he had certainly otdered lis horſe to put all the men to 
death, had not the number of the guilty exceeded ſo far the: 
number of the ſlain. tlowever, tus officers were called toge- 
ther, as well auxiliaries as Romans, and when Titus found bar. 
ſeveral of them had becn concerned in this outrage, he began 
an expoſtulation wu them after this manner: Is it poſlible, 
ſays he to the Romans in the firlt place, that any ſoldier of 
mine ſhould be foune guilty of lo inhuman a cruelty, for an ad». 
vantage which was doubtful and uncertain, and not bluſh at the- 
very thought of ſuch a purchaſe? Then again to his auxiliaries, 
Can you think it reaſonable, ſays he, that the murders, and in- 
folencies, and inhumanities of the Arabians and Syrians in a 
toreign war, where they indulge to themſelves all manner ot. 
henje, ſhould be imputed to the Romons, and all the malice ot 
the one laid at the door of the other ? 

But becauſe Titus could not altogether excuſe his own peo= 
ple, he put it up, threatning death to any man that ſhould of- 
tend in the fame caſe for the future. The legions were alſo 


+ appointed to make ſcarch after the perſons ſuſpected; and he 


himſelf would have the hearing of the cauſes ; but, alas! when. 
a people are hardened once in their wickedueſs, the ordinary 
means to zeſtore them, prove their utter ruin; and what Cefar 
had ſo-ſeverely prohibited, was notwithſtanding practiſed upon 
ewiſh dcterters 2 ; only the cuſtom they had gotten 


td 
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was cautions enough, for as ſoon as the fugitives were come al 
over they made ſure that none of the Romans ſhould be within c. 
light, and then ript up the bellies of the ſews for the curſed tl 
buuty ; and when they had done, their vain hopes were all they W © 


tound. However, theſe horrid practices terrified the Jews quite 
out of all thoughts of deſertion. = 2 
At this time the pill:ge failing, John made his advance to ſa- I. 
erijege, ſeizing, to his own uſe ſeveral oblations and donatives, d 
with a number of neceſſary veſſels, as cups, difhes, tables, &c. Cc 
that were dedicated to the fervice of God; and thoſe very gifis © 
which Auguſtes and the empreſs had appropriate to the ſervice n 
of the temple, were taken away, John alſo encouraged his t 
{oldiers to take their foll liberties with holy things, ſeeing it ti 
was but reaſon, he told them. that thoſe who fought in the tem- n 
ple ſhould live by it; ſo that there was no ſcruple made of di- . 
| 
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- vidiog among the people the holy wine, and the oil which was 

reſerved for ſacrifices in the inner part of the temple, and as 
the diviftion was made, the very rabble had their ſhares of it, a- 
nointing and quaffing without any difficulty: in ſhort the wick- 
ecineſs of the jews was come to that height, that if the Ro- 
mans had given a reſpite to the ſiege, the city would have cer- 
tainly beeu deſtroyed by thunder ard lightning as Sodom, or 


i . F 
Np #", 7 


have been drowned in a deluge, or elſe ſwallowed up in an earth- 


quake. _—_ 
It world be a taſk without end to give all the particular in- of 
fiances of the calamity of the Jews. Maneus, ſon to Lazarus,  * 
had the cemmand of one of the gates of the city, and upon his " 
- defering over to Titus he gave him this account, That frem '' 
the ume their clole lirge had been laid to the city, there had l 
been carricd throùgh that gate one hundred ſifteen thouſand and 
eighty deat bodies, which he had taken notice of by virtue of # ? 
2 ſpecial commiſhon that was given him to that purpoſe ; and . 
this number he was ſure of, beſides all thoſe vait multitudes, $ { 
whom their relations had interr'd; which is to ſay, that they x 
had thrown out of the city, for they had no other way of bu- | p 
rial left them. | | =: 
Afterwards, by the computation of ſeveral learned men that *' 
deſerted, there were poor people carried out to the number of k 
lix hundred thouſand, belides all thoſe heaps of others that for p 
_ of 2 were piled upon one another, and lock'd up in i 
rge naulcs. * 4 * ; 
1 A buſhel of wheat was valued at a talent at this time; ard - 
after the city was walled up, ſo that no proviſions could/poſhb'y | 1 
be imported, the extremity was ſo pinching that they Warte 
fain to rake vaults and ſinks for ſuſtenance, and to 8 1 
very ox dung. The naked (tory of their miſery drewnty An K 


compaſſion from their very enemies ; but the faction with the: 
walls, that both {aw aud feli the ſufferings, were not ſanbbſe 
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all this while, that their own fooliſh obſtinacy had been the 
cauſe of them ; but they proceeded under a judicial infatuation” 
that led them on hood -wink' d to the final ruin of the city and 
of themſelves. " 
The tate of Jeruſalem grew every day worſe and worſe, and: 
as the miſery increaſed, the faction grew more and more turhu- 


* lent, it was a diſmal ſpectacle to ſee all the ſtreets covered with 
s, dead bodies; the air tainted, and all the paſſages ſilled up withy 
b. carcaſes that were trampled under foot, like the ruins of a ſield 
's © of battle; and this without the leaſt conſideration how ſoon it 


might come to be their own caſe. The beginning was with cut- 
ting one another's throats, and then they advanced from an in- 
teltine to a foreign war, as if the Divine Providence had not* 
made halle enough to finiſh their deſtruction; for the contention. 


4 8 * . 

i- was not ſo much upon their hopes of relief, as ont of a pure 
as tranſport of deſpair. The Romans, as was hinted before, were” 
as 3 bard ſet to furniſh themſelves with materials to finiſh the work; 


a- tho' after all the wood was hewn down within ninety furlongs 
oft the place, they had raiſed their platforms in ene and twenty 
o- days. But certainly there was never ſo diſmal an alteration” 
r- from a paradiſe to a mere deſart, and inſtead of the moſt delicious 


or place under heaven, for curious gardens and places of pleaſure 
i. and plantations, not ſo much as a tree left ſtanding, or a cot- 
a tage to be ſeen, but all was covered with the very marks of de- 
n- ſolation and ruin, fo that ſtrangers themſelves could not forbear 
s, to weep, when they ſaw the difference between the old and tbe 
is vnc Jeruſalem, for the war had ſo far disfigured the place. that 
m it could ſcarce be known ; and ſome people enquired for jeruſa- 
ad lem in the heart of the city. 
md 4 When the Romans had thrown up their mounts, both they 
of and the you were equally concerned for the event: for the” 
nd 4 buſineſs of the Jews was either to deſtroy them again, or to loſe- 
's, dhe city; and if the Romans had received but one diſappoint- | 
ey ment more, they had been quite put out of all condition to repair* 
u- their works, for there-was no more wood to be gotten, and the- 


3 ſoldiers were harraſſed with ſervice and fatigue. Notwith{tand- 
at ing the Romans all the while were more ſenſibly touched with- 
of compaſſion for the calamity of the Jews, tban the Jews were for 


or \hemfeives, who had yet ſome ſort of a fatal courage left in the 
in 4 face of all their difficulties ; but indeed when the Romans found 
io their colt, that the wall was firm againlt ali the force of their 
rd machines, and that they themſelves were worſted by the Jews» 
„V at hand- blows, their hearts began to ſink within them, eſpecial- 
we ly upon this account, that they were engay'd apainſt an enemy, 
he ho iuſtead of being diſcouraged under all the extremities of. 


pd. dar and famine, rather gather courage under the ojpolitian: 


fie they, met with, and the muſery they felt. What would :otthoſe/ 
ble people dare to do, ſaid the Romans, if fortune. were on their 
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lde, ſeeing they behave themſelves with ſuch bravery, in de- 
ſpite of all the extremities of hardſhips and - - pr upon 
this experiment the Romans doubl'd their guards. 

fohn and his men, in the caſtle of Antonia, did all that was 
pothble before the rams began to play to prevent a breach; but 
they Joſt their labour, for their great delign of ſetting fire to 
the mount with torches, came to nothing at all; for the truth 
of the ſtory is, that they did not behave themſelves according 
ro the rule? of diſciphine; and fo were forced to retreat, and as 
they fell hort of their aſual ſucceſs in ſuch caſes, the Romans 
almoſt out acted themſelves, by placing ſuch ſtrict guards upon 
the bulwarks that there was no poſſibility of doing them any 
kurt by fire ; and belides this, they were reſolved to a man ra- 
ther to die upon the ſpot, than receive ſo irreparable a loſs as 
that of their works and machines, and the poſt where they ſtood, 
for nothing could have put the common foldiers to greater con- 
tuſion, than to ſce brave men baſed by the popular outrage of 
the Jews : o that ſtill as the enemy advanc'd the Romans re- 
ceivid them with darts; and the ſirſt man that fell was an ex- 
emplary terror to the ſecond, and ſerved for a warning. Then 
again, thoſe that in a manner threw themſelves upon the Ro- 
man weapons, ſome of them were ſurprized at their good order 
and diſcipline, others marched oft with their wounds, and in 
Ene, all of them quitted their ground, every man laying tlic 
blame upon his fe.low, | 

The attack was made the firſt day of the month Panemus, and 
the Jews being gone off from the tops of the wall, the Romans 


advanced with their rams towards Antonia, in deſpite of all the 


ews were able to do with fire, with ſword and {tones ; not but 
that the Jews had a great dependance upon the ſtrengih of their 
walls againſt the force of the battering rams, tho' they did all 
they were able that the Romans might not fix their machines. 
This way of management gave the Romans ſuſpicion that fort 
Antonia was in danger, becauſe the Jews began to {tir them- 
{elves at that rate. After all, the battery was continued, and 
the Romans for:ified themſelves with their bucklers againlt the 
(hot and ſtones that came from above ; but ſeeing theſe efforts 
did not mect with ſucceſs, they berook themſelves to diggin 
and mining, and when they had looſened fome ſtones, whic 
ve them ſome hopes cf a breach, whereupon both parties took 


2 little reſpite. Whillt the truce (if I may be allow'd to call 
it ſo) continu'd, that part of the wall which John had under- 
mined © defiroy the tormer ramparts, fell down unſuſpected. 


The Jews took the {ame cournge to themſelves upon this acci- 
dent, as if Antonia had been {ti} 
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their on; and the joy of the 
Romans was quickly over, when they had the ſight of a new 
wall, wl. ch John had rais'd within the other, only indeed the 

wall could not be ſuppos'd lo firm as the former, tho” the beight, 4 
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of it was ſuch, that there was no . with ſafety; 
Titus upon this new emergency, bethought himſelf how much 
fair words could work upon the minds of men of arms and ho- 
nour, with this project ia his head he ſummon'd the flower of 
his army together, and ſpake to them to this effect: My cotra- 
gious fellow-ſoldiers, where there is no danger, there is no nes 
ceſſity for encouragement ; neither would it become me to an 
an offer of it, or you to take it. The work will be difficult & 
nough, I conteſs, to maller this wall that we have yet before us; 
but courage and great ſouls were given us for a glorious exp'oit, 
and death is ſomething of an advantage when tis followed with 
the reward of immortal fame; and farther, you nced not doubt 
but it ſhall be my care to reward thoſe that deſerve it. Think 
but of the inſuperable patience of the Jews under an their hard 
fortunes, and what can be more ignonunious to the warlike Ro- 
mans, that make war their very ſtudy, that they follow in time 
of peace, and are ſo accuſlom'd to conqueſt, that tis grown al- 
mott natural for them to overcome; and after all theſe conſide- 
rations to be beaten at laſt, by thoſe that have the providence” 
of God engag'd againſt them, and nothing to ſupport them all 
the while, but their own deſpairs. The ruin of their walls, the 
fzQions, the famine, and the ſiege, all ot them give ſufficient 
proof of the calamity they are at pic{ent reduc'd to. It will be. 
tar belcw us therefore to truckle to our interiors, and neglt& 
the opportunity which heaven has put into our hands. Shall 
the Jews, that have been bred up in flavety, and conſequently 
have little either honour or credit to loſe upon that ſcore; 
{hall theſe, I ſay, have courage to charge into the very middle 
of the Roman army, and look death in the face? And ſhall we 
on the other hand, that are effectually the lords of the univerſe, 
ly idle, without making one bold attempt upon our adverſaries, 
and wait thus in our arms till the tamine ſhall give us an inglo- 
us conqueſt? If we do but take Antonia once, the town is as: 
— as our own; or in cafe we ſhould meet with ſome reſiſtance 
rom within, which I do not expect, it cannot be worth either 
poking or taking the leaſt notice of, ſeeing the advantage of 
the higher ground has laid our t nemies at our ſeet. I do not pre- 
tend here to run over the catalogue of all thoſe herocs.that have 


oP> ; 
4 


{civesa place in the memory of the ages yet to come. As for” 
luch, the molt abze& of wretches, that think of going down 
Lody and ſoul into the grave; 1 only wiſh them an exit ſuitable- 
to the mean temper ot mind, which they'tt carry with them. 
There's no man of ſenſe, and any. degree of knowledge, that” 
can be io tar ignorant of the ſtate ot fouls departed, as not to 
derftand, that thole vo fall by the fate of war, are imme 
diately fixed among the itars, and thence make their appearan - 
ces, and ſned the; 9 upon poltcrity ike good 2 
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that they may thereby prepare them for the (tate of happineſs. 
But for thoſe that e bf the a> i in a natural way, their 
fouls from that very inſtant are buried in darkneſs, though they 
were never ſo pure, and thence forward their names and memo- 
ries fink for ever, and are utterly forgotten. Now ſince death 
is inevitable; and to die by {word is both eaſie and honourable: 
how mean and contemptible would it be, to withdraw the uſe 
of a ſiſe from the ſervice of the publick, which is more than 
the debt of nature, and what a man owes to the ſafety of his 
country ? : 

What I have ſaid, may ſeem, as I have look'd upon the ſtorm- 


L 


n 


ing of the wall to be certain death; but it is undoubtedly true, 


that danger is always overcome by reſolution, and he that does 


not fear, can never deſpair, The fall of the firlt wall has open- F 
ed a free paſſage to the ſecond, which will alſo ſhortly be ſur- 


render'd, if ycu do but ſtick together, and ſupport one another. 


Only ſtand firm; and your very numbers will ſecure you; none 


knows but you may carry tle day without blood. You mult 
prepare, however, to maintain your ground; and affure your» 
lelves that upon the leaſt advantage. either by force or ſtrata- 
gem, they will never be able to withſtand us. And for him that 


vrit mounts the breach, it thall be my care, whether he lives or 


ches, to crown him wich reward or honour. 


This di{courfe of Titus caſt ſuch a diſcouragement upon the- 


ſpirus ot his men, that not a foul of them had the boldneſs to 
anſwer the de ſign of the ſpeech, ſave a Syrian, whole name was 


Sabinus, Lemg a ſoldier of the guards, and a man noted both > 


tor exccution ard courage, He had a foul, that as one may 
fay, was too large for his body; he when Titus had done, made 
ais adCereis to him to this purpoſe: J do here make an offer of 
mytelf to Celar with all treedcmy, for the firſt man that thall 
make the aflault: if Tius's fortune do but anſwer the good- will 
ot Sabinus, all will be well; or if 1 miſcarry in this zdventure, 
what I ſhall loſe on one hand, I ſhall gain on the uther by lay- 
ing down my lite tor Ceſar, which makes it amount much to the 
fame whether] die or live. TITS 
So ſoon as lie had deliver d himſelf thus, with his fword in his 
right hand, and his fhickd over his head in his left, he advanc'd 
toward the wall, about the ſixth hour of that day, only with 
tieven men aticr him, that followed out of pure emulation. Sa 
binus in this attempt enceuntred all the (tones and ſhut of the 
enemy with a bravery that look'd more than human; and ſeve- 
ral of thoſe that were his ſeconds, were knocked down in the 
Heat cf the enterprize ; but that did not diſcourage Sabinus {tom 
puriving the attack in the very face of all the darts and arraws 
that were diſcharged at him, till he had almoſt mounted e 
breach, and forced the Jews to azbanden the place for Feer-6t-a 


greater inſorcement; at laſt in decd to. ſhow the malignityatt 
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fortune, when he was juſt upon finiſhing the exploit, he was 
born down with the fall of a (tone, and the jews ſeeing him lie 
all along in a manner ſenſeleſs, they fell upon him with all their 
darts; and yet he Ir and wounded, and killed ſeveral up- 
on his knees, till he had not . left him to wield his {word 
any longer, and fo breath'd his laſt; tho” his death was as great 
and glorious as his life; and in ſhort he fell not alone, for three 
of his fellows were cruſh'd down with ſtones, and eigbt more 
were carried off wounded to the camp. Two days after ibis 
action, about twenty of the guards of the platforms, with ſome 
others, were gotten together, and in the dead time of night they 
made a filent march ot it over the heaps of ruins, as far as An- 
tonia, and there was no oppoſition trom the out guards, for 
they were all faſt aſleep, who had, every man of them, their 


- * throats cut in an inſtant; and ſo ſoon as they had taken poſteſs 
| ſion of the wall, they ſounded a trumpet, which gave the alarm 
e 3 to the other guards, who ſuppoſing the Komans to be very nb- 
t 3 merous, fled immediately upon it. Tuus, when he had recev- 
* * ed this notice, put himſelf at the head of his belt troops, and 


made his way over the ruins. This was fo great a ſurprize td 
the Jews, that ſome of them took their way to the inner-tem- 
ple, and others to the mine that John had wrought, to deſtroy. 
ihe Roman works; but the two factions that beſonged to ohn 
and Simon, giving ail for loſt, if the Romans {ſhould ſurprize 
the temple, there would enſue a very bloody combat upon it, 
the one ide fighting for victory and the other fur life: daris and 
lances were at this extremity thought of little ſervice, becaule : 
they would nat diſpatch a man ſoon enough; ſo that the {word 
was the only weapon they employed. In this hurry and wmulr - 
there was none could diſtinguiſh betwixt his friend ard his ene» 
my: the ſlaughter was great on both hands, and the ground 
was covered with arms and carcaſes, for there was no poſhl Is 
ty left for cither flight or purſuit; there wes neither rank los 
diſcipline obſerved, and nothing was heard but the confuſion 
and out- cry of a mixed multitude. The front of the two armies }. 
mult at this juncture, out ot meer neceſlity, either kill or be 
killed, for they wanted room to retreat: The ſkirmiſh laſted 
ten hours; but at laſt the obſtinacy of the Jews got the day of 
the Romans, for they knew it would be their lalt effort the 
could make, if they loſt it. The Romans in hort were well 
enough content they had taken Antonia with no more than a 
part of the army, tor thoſe they had the greateſt dependance: 
upon were not as yet arrived. | ; 

At this time there was one julian bora in Bythmia, a centu- 
rion, and a man perfectly well accompliſhed tor all martial pur» 
pules: as this julian was ſtanding with Jitus in Antonia, and 
the Romans already giving ground to the Jews, he took the op- 
porunuy, and making — as leap among the-thickett-of 
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106 THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 
the enemy, he gave them chaſe in his fingle perſon to the very in 


innermoſt corner he temple. This action had ſo much of heat 
miracle in it, that they thought there was certainly more than ing 


fleſh and blood in the man. Julian however purſued his advan- out! 
tage, overturning and pang vaſt numbers to the ſword. No- 1 
thiag. in ſhort, could have made a more agreeable ſpectacle to and 
Ceſar's friends, and a more gloomy one to his enemies; but, ruſ⸗ 
alas: the fatality that purſued bim! for having his ſhoes ſtud- que 
ded with nails of iron, and being in his full courſe upon the kee 
Pavement, he catched a flip, whereupon the Romans raiſed an tha 
out-cry, and the Jews at the fame inſtant returned upon him kot 
with darts and {words, and ſtill as he fenc'd them off with his of 
buckler, and ſtrove to recover his feet, he was born down with Alt 
numbers; and yet ſuch was the temper and truth of his arms, ma 
1hat when they had him at full length upon the ground, it was but 
vet difficult for them to diſpatch him; but at laſt, what thro” of 
weaknels, and the loſs of blood, and not a mortal to lecond ſo 
him, he was forc'd to give way to death. wt 
This misfortune went io the very heart of Ceſar, for though fri 
He had a great value for the life of ſo brave a man, yet for the thi 
preſent it was impoſſible to relieve him: notwithſtanding there pe 
were iome only a ſmall diſtance off. that might have done it, if T| 
they hat found the courage to make the attempt. Ihe Jews ra 
carried off the dead body, and after they had put the Romans th 
to the ſecond rout, oy perfectly ſhut them up in Antonia, to 
- "Choſe of Johns party that ſignalized themſelves in this action, to 
were Alexas and Gyptl.cas; and in the faction that belonged ne 
to Simon, there were M. lachias, and Judas ſon to Metton; te 
Jamis, a captain of the Idumeans! Simon and Judas the ſons m 
* | | c | pr 
tus had now fixed liis reſolutions of laying Antonia in ruin, 
and levelling the place tor a commodious march to the whole fe 
dody of his amy; and underſtanding, that on the 17th day of tl 
the month Panemus, the uſual ſolemnity of ſacrifice return'd, n 
and the jews being in no capacity to Celebrate the day for want b 
of a congregation, which went to their hearts, he employed at 
pant x promyg time with a ſiege to John, to know whether . 1 
e would put the matter to the iflue of a fair battle; and if he ri 
conſented, he ſhould produce what numbers he pleas'd, upon this Þ T 
proviſo, that the city and the temple were not left naked and il 
expoled to common ruin, and that the name of God and his MM p 
worſhip ſhould no more be fo abommably profaned ; and witkal, 
he gave him leave to reſtore: the religious ſervices which had 
now been difcontinued, and to make choice among the Jews of 
whom he pleaſcd to officiate. th 


Joſeph was ſo zealous to diſcharge his truſt to ſome ava g 
| tage, that he did not only deliver the matter to John alone, but 
mounting an eminence, he communicated the pleaſure of Ceſar 
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in Hebrew, to the Jews in common, en 
heart the calamity of their country, and "W 
ing of the temple itſelf, before the preſent” 
outfhip them. | : . 
Jo cph, in ſhort, had but a ſorry ſort of an audience of them, 
and John after ſeveral virulent ſpceches told Joſeph, that if Je- 
ruſalem was the city of God, there was no danger of it. No 
queſtion of it, anſwered joſeph, you have made conſcience 10 
keep all things pure, and to pay your duty and obedience to 
that God from whom y ou expect your help; would you not rec» 
kon that man was one of the worlt enemies that ſhould rob you 
of your daily bread ? And yet you make no ſeru ple to rob God 
Almighty of his daily f{acrifices aud oblations. And ſeeing the 
matter fand thus, you can have no quarrel with the Romans, 
but only for taking up arms in detence of God's worſhip, and 
of your own laws, which yuu have ſuppreſs'd Never was there 
ſo miſerable a degeneracy of religion and a civil [tate ! Thoſe 
who are your enemies and ſtrangers, do perform the offices of 
friends, whilſt you are more cruel to yourſelves than barbarians, 
tho' you are Jews both by blood and education. However, re- 
pentance yet is not out of ſeaſon, tho' the caſe be deſperate, 
That inſtance of Jechonias, the king of the Jews, might encou- 
rage you in this reſpect, who, when Jeruſalem was beſieged by 
the Babylonians, leit the town out of choice, before twas ſorc'd 
to ſurrender, and gave up himſelf and his relations as holtages 
to ſave both the city and the temple, The very name and 
nour of that prince is had in memory to this day, and celebra - 
tec in an anniverſary ſolemnity. I cannot recommend you to a 
more ſcaſonable precedent, and more pertinent to the preſent 
purpoſe; let your offence and your danger be what it will, 1 
dare {take down one life for another, that the Romans will yet 
forgive you, Think well with yourſelves, who the perſon is 
that adviſes you, and 10 whom I give this encouragement, what 
moyes me to act in this affair, and in whoſe name I come. For- 
F bid it, heaven! That I ſhould ever ſubmit to become fo mean, 
as to forget what 1 owe to the place where 1 was born, and to 
the laws and rights of my own country: and after all this, wha 
returns do you make me, but new wdignities, freſh injuries an 
{ railings: and indeed all this, I'm half perſuaded, is not yet ſo 
ill as I deſerve, for attempting to ſave a people whom fate and 
providence have decrced to ruin, What can be more evident, 
than thoſe frequent predictions which we have in hiſtory con- 
cerning the deſtruction of this calamitous city! And that the 
time of it is almoſt accompliſh d, when the Jews thall raiſe an 
intelline war in their own bowels. This now is fo far come to 
"x Pals, that both your houſes and temples are polluted with the 
lood of your own tribes. And all this is nothing elſe but the 
hand of God that has punilh'g the Jews by the head of the 
(54S 92 OMans, 
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06 TRE CARS OOF THE JEWS, 
Romans, which j probability will iſſue in the ruin of the cit 
by bre. s 
Joſeph could proceed no farther for tears and ſobs, which 
raiſed an admiration in the Romans at his tenderneſs, and the 
humanity of his nature; but the more that Joſeph lamented, 
the more implacable and. obdurate were John and his aſſociatet, 
inſomuch that they began to contrive a ſnare for Jofeph, Not- 
withſtanding this diſcourſe wrought effectually upon a great 
number of the nobility ; ſeveral alſo of the fections would have 
gladly gone over tothe Romans, when they found their caſe tg 
e ſo deſperate, but they durſt not move for fear of their own 
guards, Some indeed had the courage to take the opportu- 
nity, and give their companions the flip, amongſt which were 
the high prieſts, Jeſus and Joſeph with the three ſons of 11: 
mael, who was executed at Cy rene, and four of Matthias's ſons 
and one of another Matthias, who before this had made bis 
eſcape to the Romans. There were alſo great numbers that de- 
ſerted with the high-priel's, and were graciouſly receiv'd by 
Titus, and ſent away for the preſent to Gophne, having a pro- 
miſe from the emperor of large poſicſhons fo ſoon as the war 
was over. The reaſon of their being ſet apart, was to prevent 
a mixture of people of different converſations and cuſtoms; and 
they were very thank'ul to Titus for that freedom. However, 
when the Jews within the walls could not ſee the deſerters from 
their walls, they raiſed a fpiteful report, how that the Romans 
had diſpatch'd them as faſt as they deſerted : this invention ſuc- 
ceeded well enough on the fide of the Jews for a while, but 
Titus being ſenſible of the ſtratagem, ſent for all the deſerters 
back again from Gophne, and commanced them to walk round 
the wall with Joſeph, and ſhew themſelves to the Jews, which 
brought abundance of proſelytes over to the Romans. Upon 
this occaſion they placed themſelves within fight, and preſſed 
the faction with all ſorts of importunities, begging of them to 
© Jet the Romans into the town, that the country might be deli- 
*:ver'd from ruin, and the city and temple from fire. All theſe 
perſvaſions did but incenle the factions againſt the fugitives who 
Planted their engines and ſlings upon every gate and corner, made 
the temple look liker a place of arms, than religious worlhip. 
They broke thro” alſo into the holy ſanctuary with their ſwords 
Warm, and recking in the blood of their countrymen, and ad- 
vanc'd to ſuch a degree of extravagance and irreligion, that the 
Romans themſelves paid a greater reverence and reſpect to the 
Jewiſh rites and ceremonies, than the Jews did to their own ; 
every ſoldier among the Roman army had a veneration for the 
temple, and the God who was worſhipped there, and would 
glaaly have brought the faRtion to reaſon, while there was room 
tor mercy : and indeed the miſery of theſe wretches went lo 


dear to the very ſoul of Titus, that he was reſolved to. try. yet 
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one experiment more, and to ſee how far good nature and in- 

dulgence would work upon Jolin and his confederates, which he 

did in theſe words: Let me know, ye irrehigious miſcreants 

What all the inſcriptions, both in Latin and Greek, all the bars 
and partitions were for round about this place, forbidding all 

perſons, upon the ſevereſt penalties, not to paſs this incloſure ? 

Nor have we ourſelves been leſs regardful of your rights and 

8 in making it a capital crime for any man to break 

thro' theſe bounds, not excepting the Romans themſelves. How 

comes it about after all this, that the ſanctuary is prophared 

with murders, and all kind of ichuman cruelties ? How comes 

the temple to be defil d with both foreign and domeſtick blood. 

1 make my appeal to the Gods that are both worſhipped in my 

own country, to your high-pric{t, ard to the Jews that fled to 

me from death and famine, and finally to your very ſelves, that 

] am altogether ir.nocent ct theſe inhumanities. And farther, I 

do promite by all that's facred, that it you will but yet com- 

ply, and forlake this holy ſanctuary, no man ſhall approach, or 
offer it any violence; however 1 am reſolved to protect the 
place, whether you will or no. 

Titus, upon this occaſion, made uſe of Joſeph for his inter- 
preter; but the faction took the fairneſs of his words by the 
wrong handle, and concluded they came from jcer, rather than 
any inclination to mercy ; and upon this miliake the Jews grew 
more iuſolent than before. 

Upon this Titus took up the reſolution to carry on the war, 


tho it was contrary to the goodneſs of his natuie; and” being 


now within the walls, he had not recom enough to draw up his 


whole army, ſo that he detach'd the number ot thirty out of each 


company, and a tribune at the head of every thouſand, and 
Cerealis to command in chief: this detachment- was to have 


fallen upon the guards of the enemy about the tenth hour of 


the night, and Titus himfelt was to have led on the attack ; 


but a council of war being call'd, 'twas the opinion of all the 


officers, that Titus ſhould rather poſt himſelf upon fort Anto- 
nia, whence he might fee how his men behaved themſelves, 
without bringing himſelf within the compals of danger; beſide 
that it would inſpire the foldicrs with new life and courage, to 
light under the inſpection of Ceſar, : oY 

Titus was at laſt perſuaded to comply with the common voice, 


and ſo rctir'd to a watch tower in ntoLia, Where he had the 
whole ſcene of «tion before his eyes; notwithſtanding he gave 


{trick orders to his officers, that they thould take particular no- 
tice who behaved themſclves remackably, that they. might be 


rewarded. or puniſhed accordingly. Theſe preliminaries were, . 


no fooper ſettled, but an hour was appointed to make the aſ- 
ſault. 1 he Romans did not meet with their enemies flceping 
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and with noiſe and clamour they rous'd all their fellows, and ſo 
in an inltant had whole multitudes to ſecond them: the Romans 
repell'd che fury of the firſt ſhock with abundance of bravery, 


but the Jews that followed to the ſkirmiſh fell on indifferently, 


and being in the dark they could not diſtinguiſh their friends 
from their focs, but were only led by the — of rage and 
fury. The Komans all the while kept themſelves in tolerable 
order under the cover of their bucklers, and knew one another 
pretty well by the word or fignal, ſo that they ſhifted well e- 
nough, and the Jews kill'd more of their own men than the Ro- 
mans could do. But ſo ſoon as they had day-liglit, they were 
ſenſible of their miſteke, and betook themſelves to a more rea- 
dy way of combating, and to handling their darts and arrows, 
Both parties were now as freſh and vigorous as if they had been 
a doing nothing all the night. The Romans knew well enough 
that they fought under the eye and inſpection of their general, 
ſo that there was a noble emulation who ſhould do belt; and the 
Jews at the ſame time had their temple and their lives at ſtake, 
with the tyrant John the very foremoſt among them, who 
ſooth'd ſome with fair words and treated others with blows and 
menaces. This combat was molt of it hand to hand, but with 
various toſſings both backward and forward, becauſe they had 
no room tor cither flight or purſuit. Antonia was now the very 
theatre of the battle, where Titus and his friends were the ſpec- 
tators of all that paſſed, who called out to the actors one while 
to ſtand their ground, another while to follow their advantage 
as they ſaw occaſion. This battle laſted from the ninth of the 
night, to the fifth of the day following, both ſides ſtanding to 
their grounds. There were ſeveral among the Romans that be- 
haved themſelves worthy of the names ot heroes; but the more 
remarkable of the Jews were theſe, in the party of Simop one 
Judas, fon to Merton; and Simon the ſon of Joſias; Jacob the 
{on of Soſa; and Simon the ſon of Cathias. Among John's men 
were Gyptheus and Alexas ; and of the Zealots there was Simon 
fon to Jar, - 

Within the compaſs of ſeven days after, all the works of An- 
tonia were turned up to the bottom, and a broad paſſage cut out 
for all the legions to march up to the wall, where they began 
to work immediately, and calt up four mounts ; the firſt was 
raiſed over againſt the corner of the inner-temple, that looks 
north and eaſt; the ſecond was thrown up againſt the gallery 
to the northward betwixt the two gates; the third was raiſed 
towards the welt porch of the outward temple ; and the fourth 
;Fward tht north porch : but the labour of theſe works were 
almoſt iofinite, ſeeing all the materials were fetched at the di- 
tlance of 100 furlongs from the place, beſides the many ſur- 
prizes they met with on the way, for the Romans were often too 
1egardlels, and the Jews were raſh and bold, eſpecially in this 
" ektremux. 5 — 
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It was a common thing with the Romans when they went a 
foraging, to turn their horſes looſe, and the Jews frequently 
upon ſuch fair opportunities would make a ſally and carry them 
of, This happened fo often, that Titus began at laſt to take 
notice of it, and imputed it to the negligence of the Romans, 
not to the daring induſtry of the Jews : and thus far his thoughts 
were in the right, for upon putting one man to death for the 
loſs of his horſe, the ſoldiers never parted with their horſes af- 
ter. The platforms being now rais'd, and the Romans in a con- 
dition to mount their works againſt the temple, there was a rab- 
ble of the faction that came out, and made an effort of their 
power upon the Roman guards towards mount Oliver, in hopes 


of either taking them at unawares, or finding them retir'd or 


drawn off from dury : tbe Romans ſaw the ftorm a coming, and 


Ibo taking the hint in tune, made a produce of all the ſtrength 


they had in that place, and ſo put a ſtop to a more daring at- 
tempt they had projected upon the wall; though when all was 
prevented that was poſhble, it came to a bloody battle, and 
there was great actions done on both ſides; for the Romans valued 
themſelves upon the credit of their honour and then 22 : 
and the Jews flattered themſelves by falſe hopes into a kin of 
miſtaken valour: one ſide fought tor fame, the other out of 
pure neceſſity ; for the Romaus looked upon the gone as noos'd 
effectually at this time, ſo that they could never have wiped off 
the diſg:acc, if they had ſuffered the Jews to have flip'd back 
2gain ; who on the other hand had no ways to ſave themſelves, 
but by force of wy. : 

Hiſtory has a wonderful {tory of a Roman Cavalier, Peda- 
nius by name, which is thus: the Jews being once put to the 
rout, and purſued by the Romans into the valley, this Fedanius 
puſhed aftcr them. full ſpeed, and 2 a young man very 
corpulent and heavy armed, he took him oft his horſe, by one 
leg, in the middle of his career, and carried him priſoner in this 
manner as a preſent to Ceſar. Titus had both the addreſs and 
ltrength of this man in high eſteem. 

To return, the Jews found themſelves to grow weaker and 
weaker very ſenſibly every day, and the war to be hotter" the 
longer it laſted, and the danger began to threaten the temple 
iet, fo as men do in caſes of ſpreading diſtempers, they began 
io ſet fire to that part of the temple-galtery which ſtretched from 
north to eaſt, and ſtood oppolite to Antonia, where they ſoon 
made a breach of twenty cubits length; to that with their own 
hands they wrought the final deſtruction of the holy place; 
when the fire that was put to the gallery had deſtroyed the foll 
compaſs of fiftcen cubits, the Jews pull'd the root eff it; and 
lo proceeded to cut oft all communication with Antonia, though 
all this while they might have ſaved the temple, if they would; 
but the prevention of imminent danger was all they 1 7 
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there happened ſome ſkirmiſh or other daily, the enemies being 
now ſo near, and the temple remaining as the prize ot vic- 
tory, | 
At this time there was an ill-looked dwarfiſh figure of a man 
that was a Jew, he was diſpicable in the regards of fortune and 
family, and Jonathan was his name: this fellow went a ramblin 
one day to the monument of John the high- prieſt, and there he 
began to talk at a vain-glorious rate of himſelf, and gave the 
challenge to the beſt man in the Roman army to meet him with 
his ſword in hand; there was no body to take him up, for ſome 
deſpiſed him, and others, as is frequent in thoſe caſes, were a- 
fraid of him; ſome they ſaid were not for fighting with a man that 
had a mind to die; others would not anſwer a challenge from 
thoſe that are in deſpair, and regard neither God nor man: be- 
fide, there was no hanour to be won; and a brute and a man 
were great odds : however, when he had waited a Jong time, 
and had been throwing the cowardiſe of the Romans in their 
teeth, there was one Prudens an arrogant ſort of a Roman cava- 
lier, that ſlept out, which made diverſion enough for the ſpec- 
tators ; this fellow advanced in a careleſs kind of contempt of 
the Jew, and getting a ſtumble, Jonathan, made his own ad- 
vantage of it, and killed him as he lay along; when the deed 
was done, he trampled upon the body, and began to vapour 
with-his buckler, in bis left, and his ſword in bis right-band, and 
zt che fame time inſalting the Romans at an inſuffer able rate; 
bur whiltt he was in the height of his exultation, Priſcus, a Ro- 


man centurion, ſhot him through the heart with an arrow, ſo. 


that he dropt dead upon the body he had flain himfelf, This 


put both the jews and the Komans into a clamygur, tho' the: | 


matter was look'd upen only as a juſt judgment upon Jonathan 
for making a boaſt of his merit, when 'twas fortune had done 
him the obligation. : 

The faction within the temple was now at an open war with 
the ſoldiers that were plac'd upon the mounts, and on the 17th 
of the month the Jews began to think of this ſtratagem: they 


fill'd up the root ot the weltern porch, betwixt the umber and 


the top of it, with a great quantity of dry wood, bitumen and 


ſulphur, ſo that upon a pretence to give way when the ſürſt at · 
tack was made, they ſuffered themſelyes to be beaten out of it; 
whereupon a company of raſh inconſide rate fellows among the 
Romans follow'd them cloſe; tho” ſome were a little more pru- 
dent and apprehenſive: however, they had no ſooner ſcal'd the 
porch, and, as they thought, carried all betore them, but the 
Jews put hre to't, and — in a blaze in an inſtant, to the 
amazement even of thoſe that were happily beyond the reach 
of it, and the moſt dreadful horror and confuſion imaginable, to 
thoſe who were engaged in it; ſome plunged down into wells 


and puts, others leapeddicad- long from the tops of their houſes, 


+ » and 
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and ſome ran this, and ſome that way; ſome were ſmother'd in 
the flames, and others caſt themſelves upon their ſwords, that 
by one death they might prevent another. | 

This miſerable ſpectacle went to the very hcart of Ceſar, and 
moved him with a very tender compaſſion to the calamity of 
ſuch a miſcarriage ;, not but that he was highly incenſed at the 
raſhneſs of his men to venture upon ſuch an attack without or- 
ders. But, however they had this to ballance the loſs of their 
lives, that Ceſar pitied them for they could ſee him calling and 
labouring here and there, and doing all that was poſſibſe for 
their relief; and at this time every ſingle inſtance of his affec- 
tion was eſleemed as a memorial of la ing honour. 

As for thoſe that eſcap'd the fury of the flames, they were 
yet beſet by the Jews, and after a vigorous reſillance, every 
man among them was put to the ſword. A world of brave men 
there was that fell by this ſtratagem: but none greater than one 
Longus, whom we cannot overlook in this place. Longus was 
a Ronan, and in the heat of his youth, and the Jews found him 
a very dangerous and da ing young man, yet they had no way 
to cut him quite off, unleſs they could get him among them, 
upon a promile that he ſhould return fafe ; his brother Corne- 
lius took notice of it, and call'd out to him, that he ſhould do 
nothing that the Romans or himſelf ſhould have reaſon to repent 
and be aſhamed of. Upon this, Longus drew his ſword in the 
light of both parties, and put an end to his life. | ” 

There was alſo one Antonius that delivered himſelf from the 


flames by artifice ; for when he was reduc'd to extremity and 


ſeeing a comerade of his own within call, catch me, ſaid he, in 
thy arms, and ſo break the force of my fall; the other upon 
this diſpos'd hiniſclf to receive him, but the weight of Antonius 
cruſh'd his fellow to death. ES 2's 

This misfortune was 2 great diſcouragement to the Romans 
for the preſent, but it did them this fervice, that. they after- 
wards kept themſelves upon their guard againft the light of the 
Jews: the porch was deltroy'd as far as the tower which John 
had raiſed in his war with Simon, and the Sewn after the Ro- 
mans were eſtectually diſpatched, they broke down the reſt. 

Un the next day the Romans alſo put fire to the north porch, 
and ſo carried it before them to the caſtern porch, which over- 
looks the valley of Cedron, from the top of a precipice which 
will turn a mans brains to look down, | 

This was the aſpect of matters about the temple : as for the 
cicy, it was well nigh without inhabitants, which the devouring 
famine had dilpatch'd. In every family there was a war where 
meat was but ſuſpected; and a piece of bread at this ſeaſon would 
have broken the tendereſt friendihips in nature. Thoſe that to 
all appearance were at their laſt breath could not yet be believ d 
that they died of hunger; for the very boſoms of thoſe 3 
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the famine killed were yet ſearch'd and rifled in hopes to find a 
loaf, or a little bread. 
here was a certain woman from beyond Jordan, whoſe 

name was Mary, the 2 of Eleazar, ſhe fled with ſeveral 
others in company, and taking Jeruſalem for a place of refuge, 
where ſhe had the fortune among others to de beſieged : the ty- 
rants robb'd and ſtript this lady of all that ſhe brought publick. 
ly along with her, which was of any conſiderable value, and for 
other things that were concealed, her houſe was daily broken 
open. Upon this hard uſage the woman fell with very bitter 
and moſt outragious language upon the faction, and * by all 
the provoking means ſhe couſ make uſe of, ſhe could not pre · 
vail with them to put her to death. In this extremity when ſhe 
had nothing for the ſupport of life, ſhe reſolved upon the molt 
unnatural method that was ever heard of. 

She had a ſucking child lying at her breaſt to which ſhe march- 
ed UP, and looking compaſhonately upon it. What, ſays ihe, 
can I do to thee, thou moſt unfortunate infant that has been 
brought into the world under three of the moſt dreadful judg- 
| ts, as famine, rebellion and war ; which of the three ſhall 
reſerve thee for? The Romans I believe would give thee thy 
lite, but not thy liberty along with it, famine will certainly pre- 
vent (layery ; but for the preſent tyrants, thou wilt find them 

orſe beyond compariſon than the other two, What better of- 

ce art thou in thy captivity to pay to thy ſtarving mother, than 
to ſupply her with a meal's meat ! and ſo to put the Jews almoſt 
to the bluſh with the horror of the ſact, and to crown all their 
cnmes with the one that is truly execrable, and wanting to thc 
perfection of their miſery, With theſe words ſhe killed her 
Child, dreſs'd and cat one half for the preſent, and the other 
ſhe kept cover'd up to regale herſelf a ſecond time. The fac- 
yon ſoon perceiv'd the ſmell of the inhuman cookery, and io 
came forthwith to the woman's boule with all the wenaces of 
death, if ſhe would not bring out ber proviſions: the woman 
ſhew'd them all ſhe had, which was the remainder of the child; 
at which fight, they {tood like ſtatues, and feil a trembling, 
look here, ſays the woman, this is a part of my own ſon, and 
this dith is of my own dreſſing, The one half 1 have eaten my- 
ſelf, and 1 pray do you eat the other. I hope you won't pretend 
to be more nice and curious than a woman, or more tender and 
compaſhonate than a mother; but if you make a conſcience of 
it, part of it is already diſpatch'd, and do you leave the :re- 
mainder where you found it. Upon this they filed off, quaking 
with the horror of the barbarity they had ſeen, and to 
half of the child to the unhappy mother. r 
The noiſe of this inhuman execution was preſentiyſpread all 


over the city, and every one manifeſled ſuch an abhorroce of 


it, as they had been, as they really were, all guilty of .ube 


ws 


left the 
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crime. The terror 'of the famine made men weary of living, 
and thoſe that had life as yet, they envy'd the dead that were 
taken off before the extremity was come this height. | 

Ceſar made his appeal to God, that he had done all he could 
to make the * happy in the enjoyment of their lives and li- 
berties, but it they had rather be cutting one another's throats, 
than live peaceably, there was no remedy for them. And if no- 
thing elſe would ſerve their turn but the firing of the temple, 
and killing and eating their own children, he was reſolv'd to bury 
their own iniquities in the ruins of the city, and not to leave 
ſuch a people under the ſun, that had arrived to ſuch a degree of 
enormous and inhuman wickedneſs. Titus, after this, began to 
caſt his thoughts upon the obſtinacy of the faction, and gave 
them all for loſt, for if the miſeries they had already ſuffered 
would not work upon them, and bring them to ſenſe and reaſon, 
there was nothing remaining would reclaim them, . 

Two of the legions had now brought their platforms to per- 
ſection, and Titus now ordered the rams to be planted againlt 
the weltern gallery of the temple, and ſo began to play the 
belt piece of battery for ſix days together, but to no purpoſe, 
for the temple works were proof againſt the engines, There 
were others at the ſame time that ſapp'd the ground-works on 
the north - ſide, and when they were convinc'd that by a world 
of labour they could only looſen ſome fe of the outward ſtunes 
without doing any damage to the reft, and as for the porch it 
{tood as firm as ever, they thereupon betook themſelves to their 
ſcaling-ladders. ; . 

The Jews could not poſſibly hinder them to place their lad- 
ders, but where they had an advantage, they made a brave re- 
liſtance, fighting thoſe that got up hand to hand, caſting others 
down headlong as they were juſt mounting, and overturaing the 
ladders, men and altogether, ſo that in the end the loſs of the 
Romans was very conliderable, eſpecially in the ſkirmiſhes they 
had in defending or recovering their colours, which is one of the 
nicelt picces of honour among ſword men: but in the concluſi- 
on the Jews got the enſigns, and flew the bearers: however, to 
vive the beſiegers their due, there dy'd not a man among them, 
but fell like a Roman ; and thoſe of the faction that had done 
bravely in former actions, did fo {till, in which number was E- 
leazar ſon to Simon the tyrant. Titus was convinc'd by this 
tine that by ſparing the ſewiſh temple, he did but conſume his 
own men, and {o ordered them to put hre to the gates. Upo 
this new exudinity there deſerted over to Titus, one Ananus o 
Emmaus, folder of Simon's guard, and with him Archelaus 
ſon to Mazadathus, theſe deferters flatter'd themſelves, that 
they thoutd be better reccived for leaving the faction on the 
winning Band; but Titus was fo thoroughly inform'd of the 
horrid bree and pretences of theſe men, that he had once re- 
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fletion he overcame his former reſolution; and gave them: 
pardon, tho” he never deſign'd to repoſe the leaſt confidence i 
either of them. 2 8 
The gates, as was hinted, were by this time in flames, the 
filver work about them all melted down, and the timber con- 
ſuming in a blaze. inſomuch that the fire” had reached to the 
next galleries. This you may well conceive was furprize enough 
to the Tews to fee themſelves encompaſſed with flames, inſo- 
much that they ſtood gazing one upon another, without ſo much 
as attempting any thing towards their own relief, or ſo much az 
concerning themſelves for ſaving what was not yet conſumed, 
They had neither ſtrength nor heart left them; and all that day 
the fire got ground, and the night following, till by degrees the 
galleries were burn'd down. 
When the next day appear'd, Titus iſſued his orders to quench 
the fire, and to level the ways that his army might make a freer 
march; after this a counſel of general officers was call'd, thieit 
names were 2s follows : Tiberius Alexander, lieutenant general; 
Sextus Cerealis. commander of the fifth legion; Lorgins Lepi- 
dus, commander of the tenth ; Trygius, of the fifteenth. And 
theſe others to adviſe with all, as Externius Fronto, captain of 
the two Alexandrian legions ; and Marius. Antonius Julianus, 
overnor of ſudea, with colonels, and other officers ro fix what 
meaſure ſhould be taken about the temple : ſome were for hav- 
ing matters puſh'd on according to the utmoſt ſtrictneſs and ſe- 
verity of the law of arms, for they id, that ſo long as the 
. temole was on foot, and the Jewiſh meeting continu'd there, 
they would never be quiet; others were for reducing it to aſh- 
es; not under the name and notion of a temple, bur a caſtle, 


But Titus imerpos'd here, and ſaid, if the ſews remain ob(tis% 
nate, and convert a temple into a citade] ; muſl I therefore re- 


venge the rebellion of men upon the inſenſible ſtocks and ſtones, 
and ſo lay the moſt glorious fabrick of the univerſe in rubbiſh 
for their ſakes. The dignity of Rome would ſuffer by't, if we 
ſhould deprive the empire of an ornament ſo illuſtrious, Now 
ſo ſoon as Fronto, Alexander and Cerealis underſtood what Ti- 
tus would have done, they immediately came over to his opt: 
nion, whereupon they diſmiſs'd the council, only uſing neceſſary 


orders that the ſoldiers ſhould refreſh themſelves that they 


might. be the fitter for action. Some ſelect battalions in rhe 
mean time were call'd out to look after the fire, aud make ſome 
palfages over the rnins . The Jews were very.q#ier for fome 


time, being quite toil'd off their legs. The day . 2 


deed, when they had gather'd a little heart and courage, the 
made a very deſperate ſally thro' the ealtern gate, upon mole 
that guarded the ontward temple. The Romans ſt6od te their 


3 ground, the ſirſt ſhock under the cover of their bugklex#$+ bvt- 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS: 71% 
this could not poſſibly have laſted long, had not Titus, who ſaw 


the action from Antonia, come in the nick of time to relieve 


them; he brought with him a choice body of horſe, ſo that the 
eus were obliged to retreat upon the firſt charge; and the 
Romans breaking in upon their front, the reſt betook them» 
ſelves to their heels; but ſo ſoon as the Romans began to draw 
off in order, the Jews railied and return'd ; thus they fought 
interchangeably, till the fifth hour of the day, at what time the 
eus were forced b"ck into the temple. Upon this ſucceſs, and 
the temple ({tanding {till as a place of refuge for the jews, Titus 
drew oft to Antonia, with a reſolution to aſſault the temple the 
next morning with his whole army ; but the Author of all things 
in his wiſe Providence had ordain'd its deſtruction by fire, and 
the decilive day was now jult at hand, which was the tenth of 
the month Lous, and the very ſame day on which it had for- 
merly been burnt by the king of Babylon. But this conſlagra- 
tion the ſews brought upon themſelves, for Titus had no ſobn- 
er left them in quiet in the temple but the faction made a ſally 
on Ceſar's guirds as they were at work, by his own orders, 
to put out the fire ; theſe put the Jews back to the temple a- 
ain 
s But to come to the fatal ſtroke, there was a ſoldier that with- 
out any pretence to orders or authority, and indeed without 
any conſcience for ſo inpious a fact, took upon him to ad by 
impulſe: this fellow got upon the ſhoulders of one of his com- 
rades, and threw a flaming brand into the golden window that 
ſtands towards the apartment on the north-ſide of the temple, 
The place took flame immediately, and was followed with a 
molt dreadful out-cry among the Jews, who beſtirred them- 
ſelves to their own relief, with all poſſible ſpeed : for it was now 
no time to {pare their own lives and perſons, when the only 
ing that was dear to them was in imminent danger. The news 
the fire was ſoon brought to Titus, as he was juſt a laying 
himſelf down in his tent to take a little reſt after all the fatigue 
of the day : hc immediately leapt up, and taking his charior, 
drove forthwith to the temple to ſee what means he could uſe 
to extinguiſh the fire. Ceſar, in ſhort, did all that could be 
done to flop it, but all was as good as nothing: he made uſe of 
all words and figns, but to no purpoſe, for the greater noiſe 
quite drown'd the leſs, and they were as blind to the motions 
of his hand, as they were deaf to his words. Beſides, the ſol - 
diers were not io be govern'd by menaces or commands, but 
were alt of them led by the tranſports of rage and paſlion ; ſome 
were wrampl a and trod to death among the crowd; o- 
chers weg eg in the ſmoaky ruins of the galleries that were 
over thEporches: the common ſoldiers that were in the temple, 
preteen ha hey could not hear the commands of Ceſar ; 


but. ts Was barto cloke their diſobedience ; the men * wh 
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lowed after them, gave the word to thoſe be fore them, to throyf 
fire. The rebels had no way in the wor'd left them to preveaf 
it, but what way ſoever they turn'd, there was nothing by 
blood and deſtruQtion before them. The poor people, and thok 
that were unarmed, were — the fword wherever they wen 
met. Mountains of dead bodies were piled up about the altar 
and ſtreams of blood flow'd down the ſtairs, with multitudeg d 
dying creatures weltering in their own —＋ When Titus ſi 
there was no reſtraining the rage and fury of bis ſoldiers, and 
that the fire daily gain'd more ground, he took ſome of his chie! 
officers along with him into the inward temple, when upoh1 
ſtrict examination, he found that the glory of the place exceed 
ed by far all that he had ever heard of it from the ſews them 
ſelves. But Titus obſerving that the ſanctuary was yet untouch'd, 
and thinking that it might not be too late, he earneſtly invite 
his ſoldiers to do all that was poſſible to ſave it, giving orden 


that refuſed. But what thro” an intemperate rage, and an in 
potent fondneſs of war and blood, neither reſpect nor threat: 
nings were ſufficient to keep them within the compaſs of their 
duty. Others were altogether bent upon the wen not doubt 
ing, but that where the doors were plated with gold, the 
ſhould find an infinity of treaſure. 

While Ceſar was ſo very intent upon the ſaving of the tem | 
ple, ſome of the ſoldiers at the ſame time ſet fire to the poſls , 
of the doors; wherenpon Titus and his captains were forc'd i N 
withdraw, when they perceived that no good could be done. fi 
that the temple was burnt down at laſt, in ſpite of all that Tiwy r 
could do to {top it. This laſt calamity is enough to make on: U 
heart to bleed, which is no leſs than the ruin of the moſt won. | 
derful fabrick that ever was ſeen, both for magnificence, ſta h- 


and ſtructure, for the honour of religion and ſacred things. Bu the 


there's this reflection to be made, that an uncontrou lable fata ſa 
lity attends all the creation, and diſpoſes of all creatures both ſy", 
ammate and inanimare, and it is ſomething remarkable. that tneFhtim 
temple ſhould be laid in aſhes in the ſame month, and on the Pt 
fame day that the conflagration happen'd. We compute that Ke) 
one thouſanl one hundred and thirty years, ſeven months.and ie 


' fifteen days were run, fince the building of the ſirſt remplghy i 


Solomon, to the ſecond year of Veſpalian, in which the tesipe Ki 
was deſtroy'd; and we alſo reckon that ſix hundred thift xenia \ 


years and forty-five days were ſpent ſince that of H 10 
the conflagration of the temple. — Sh 
When the temple was thus in a flame, che fee ir” 2088: 
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money, and abundance of Pons, for all that the Jews had thu ? 


was precious, was depoſited in this place. 

Ry this time there was a mixt multitude gotten together into 
one gallery, without the temple, that was yet ſtanding, to the 
number of ſi 


x thouſand. perſons; but hefore Titus could ide 


his orders concerning them, his ſoldiers had put fire to then 


in a brutal fury. and play'd it fo alſo, that every ſoul of tha 


number was either burn'd or threw themſelves among the rum 


This miſchief was occaſioned by an impoſtor, "who pretend 


ing to revelations and divine. impulſe, told the people they? 


ſhould go to the temple, and receive protection; now tis com - 


mon in adverſity for men to believe the beſt, eſpecially Wen 


protection and ſafety ate promiſed. : 
However, we ſee that theſe people would credit an impoſtar 
to their on deſtruction; but when they heard the words of 
truth, either by monitory prognoſticks of their approaching de. 
ſolation, or by ſome other prodigies, they had neither eyes no. 
cars, nor hearts to make a right. appligation of them in time, # 
and fo paſs'd them by without — — them; as for inſtance 
what can be ſaid of the dreadfiil comet that hung aver yore 8 
lem for one whale year together, in the form of aſword. 
What ſhall we farther think of that amazing light which uz 
ſeen about the altar, a little before the revolt, on the eight «* 
the month Xanathias, and at the ninth hour of the night upon 
the celebration of the paſchal feæſt, and continu'd-for the ſpac® 
of half an hour as bright as the ſun. This prodigy was look 


thoſe that knew better things, expounded it as a forerunner e 
war; ſo that theſe men could unfold the myſtery before it cam 
to take effect. ALS 
Upon that ſame feſtival there was a cow deliver'd of a lan 
in the middle of the temple, as they were leading her to fact 
ice at the altar. = | 
The eaſtern gate of the inner temple was molded of foliq 
braſs, and ſo very maſſy, that it was as much as ten men could 
do to ſhut it at night; and beſides it was ſecured with brak} 
and iron bolts, that flipp'd down into a threſhold of a large 
| None; and this gate about the ſixth hour of the night apened 
of itſelf, without a viſible hand to help it, and upon the notice 
of it being carried to the officer that had it in charge to Took 
after, he could ſcarce make it faſt again. This alſo by the vul 
gar was taken for a good omen, but thoſe of a paper under: 
anding made a quite contrary judgment, and id, mat the 
opening of the gate betokened ſome favour to Me AAN, 200 
and predicted the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. ' iy bat? 
When the feſtival was over, and on the twenty Ai of ze 
Month Artemiſſus, there appear'd a viſion ſ0.uncomn 5 4 
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i ſhould not dare to relate it, were there not ſeveral eye wit 
11 neſles yet alive that can atteſt the truth of ir. A little before 
the ſun went down, there were ſeen here and there ap and down 
he in the air, chariots and men in armour that ſpread all over the 
le country, and hovered in the clouds round about the city. 
At the fealt of pentecolt, as the PRs were a beginning to 
:officiate, they heard a voice at firſt that was indiſtinct, but a 
# jictle after it called out in articulate words, LET US GO 
* HENCE, LET US GO HENCE. 
line come to the relation that is more extraordinary than 
all the other: about four years before the war broke out, when 
the city was yet in profound peace, and abounded in plenty, 
there was one Jeſus, ſon to Ananus, a homely ſort of a conn» 
try fellow, who coming up to the fealt of tabernacles, brake 
out on the ſudden into this exclamation over and over : a voice 
from the eaſt; a voice from the weſt : a voice from the four 
* quarters of the world; a voice to JERUSALEM; a voice 
to the TEMPLE; a voice to new married men and women, 
and a voice to all the nation. 
| This was his cry day and night, in every place, from ſtreet 
to ſtreet in the city, Some of the leading men in the city were 
offended at ſuch an ill-boding liberty, and ordered the man to 
un be taken up, and whipp'd ſeverely ; he took his puniſhment 
it of & -very patiently, without offering a word in his defence, but ſtill 
he went on denouncing and repea'ing the ſame thing over again. 
The magittrates began now to ſuſpect, as they had reaſon, that 
thece was ſomethiog of a ſupernatural impulſe in What he faid, < 
and that there was ſome ſpirit at the bottom of what he faid. 
+ Upon this he was carried to Albinus, then governor of ju- 
dea, who cauſed him to be laſhed till the very bones appeared, 
but he bore all without either ſupplication or tears, only in a 
mournful voice, as loud as he was able, he followed every 
ſtroke with a woe, woe to JERUSALEM. Albinus, being 
his judge, began then to examine him, and fo to aſk him whence 
GW he came, and what he meant by proceediug in that manner: 
but he could get no anſwer of him; and this was his way all 
along, till Albinus was forced to diſcharge him as a mad man. 
From that time, to the beginning of the war, he never ſpoke 
to any of the citizens, or made them ſo much as a yifit, nor 
did he ever make uſe of any other than that boding form of 
words, woe, woe to JERU3ALEM! He did not fo much 
a$ give thoſe one hard word that ſcourged him conſtantly, nor 
thoſe'a good one that fed him; but his anſwer to all people was 
his uſual and-ominous preſages He was always obſerved to be 
more troubled upon feſtivals than on other days; at this rate 
be went on fofieven years, and neither his voice nor his ſtreugth 
x che Failed himuY/ the ſiege of the city verify'd his pred&tions; and 
| tier ths, K. — round on the walls, crying out with a 
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124 THE WARS OF THE JEWS, MN 
ſtronger v0 than was ordinary, woe, woe, to this CI TVI 
*this TEMPLE, and this PEOPLE! And at laſt he h. 
up all with a woe woe be to myſelf! and that very inſtant he 10 
was {lain with a ſtone that was difcharged from an engine. no 


1 ſuppoſe here is now ſufficient ſaid, to. convince manking, Cs 


that the deſtructiop of the Jews was entirely from themſelves -*** 
and that the Divine Providence did not omit any thing tha e 
5 have conduced to their ſafety, if they had but made: 
right uſe of it. But indeed when a people is fo plainly forewarn.. | ob 
ed, and yet takes not the leaſt regard, their ruin lies plainly a N 
their own door, "Twas a wonder how the Jews came to be ſo t 
infatuated, that after the taking Antonia, they ſhould make the 1 
temple into a ſquare figure, ſeeing they were conſcious of the wi 
rediction, That whenever jt ſhould be made ſquare the city * fh 
ould be taken. But indeed the chief incitment of this war, 
was ihe doubtfulneſs of that prophecy that ſaid in thoſe days, — 

"there ſhould ariſe a p+ince.out of Judea, that ſhould have do- X 
minion over the whole world. Now the Jews applied this pro- thi 
pähecy to their own nation, and ſo oppaled the Roman power 
with all imaginable vigour; which was 2, great inſtance of their 6 0 
ignorance, for this prediction belonged to Veſpaſian (which by © 56 
the way as an erroneous ſuppoſition) who was elected empe- ® fis 
.ror in Judea. 8 * 
The rebels, as was hinted before, were now fled into the city, — 
and the temple continued {till in a blaze, ſo that now the Ro- Ay 
mans lodged their enſigas againſt the eaſtern gate, and will : m. 
Joud acclamations proclaimed Titus emperor. There was up- vi 
on this occaſion a world of booty getten, and gold in Syria fell 
. | | = 
There was a child among the prieſts upon the wall that aſked 
of the Roman guards, only a ſup of drink to quench his thirſt, 
which they freely granted him, upon promiſes of good behavi 
our on bath ſides; the child went over and drank, and then 
filled a flagon, and made ſuch haſte with it to his friends, that“ 
the Roman guards could not overtake him. The Romans here - 
upon charged the boy with the breach of agreement; but he® th 
made his defence, and told them; that his articles was only to up 
come and fetch à litile water, and chat his ſtay ing with them ha 

was not mentioned ; and the Romans ſiading the deceit ſo inno- Nit 
cent, they were pretty well content to be . 22 3=,; Men 
When the prieſts had continued five deys more upon the wall, to 
they were forced to furrender themſeltes becauſe, of extreme de 
hunger. The guards convey'd them to Titus, who threw them: 
ſelves at his feet for mercy; but he told them, that they thould 
have come ſooner, and ſecing the temple was detroyed, it was 

but reaſonable the prieſts ſhoùld have the ſame fad i whereupon? 
they were orger'd to be execute. 
„ Besdt , Hefe eee . 
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tu "3; anRure, being ſurrounded on alk hände, ard to come off was" 
Nt now an impo wy ; ſo that they propoſed a conference with 
ind | "Ceſar, who out of the goodneſs of his nature, and the inclina- 
ves tion he had to ſaye the town, conſented to it, in hopes that the 
Wes rebels might be brought to better terms for the future. Titus, 
* a order to the interview, made a {tand on the weſt ſide of the 
8 inner · temple, beſide the gate that leads into the gallery, where” 
the 1 was a bridge that made a communication betwixt the temple 
. 0 and the upper town, and which, as matters ſtood then, parted- 
hel the Romans and the Jews. The ſoldiers flocked together on 
tin both ſides about their generals; the 2 on one part, to learn 
$: i what hopes they might have of pardon ; and the Romans on 
— 0 the other hand, to hear what Titus would ſay to them, Who in 
v4 0 the firlt place command ſilence, after which be deliver'd his 
* 9 mind to them by the help of an interpreter ; thereby letting 
do them know, that it was his right 10 ſpeak firſt, which was to 


city, © mou ſtop 4 | 
„ | ever at eaſe and peace Lace Pompey laid your city in rubbiſls? / 


ſeed hon ? As to that, tell me the nation under heaven that is not 


airſt, 
la vi- 


t 


r firmneſs of your walls, are they ſtronger than the ocean, which 
„is the wall of BRIT ALN? The people of which i{land, with 


t 0 a that fence have not been able to withſtand us. It you depend 

BE upon the courage and reſolution of your leaders, you know We 
nos have been a match for the Carthaginians themſelves. After all, 

and it is certainly the humauity of the Romans, that has rais d up 


wall. enemies againſt themſelves ; we have alſo given you the liberty 
eme 70 exercile the laws of your on country, and live as you lut 
ems both at home and abroad; and, what is more than all other 


* acts of humanity, we have allowed you the liberty of gather- 
un and employing what contributions you pleaſe, tor maintain- 
is your religion and the worſhip of God; and what is the up- 
a5 hot of all the.e favours, but only to put you in a Capacity of 
.this q rap us the greatelt miſchief; you have behaved yourſelves 
te Anke erpents that {ting thofe that take them into their boſoms. 
9 lis prelam d, chat the 5 you had for the heavineſs 
„ 3 9 
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of Nero, made you quite forget the peace you enjoy'd, and 2 th 
Put you upon the moſt extravagant deſign. My Father did not 4 
Enter Judea with an intention to correct you for your defection 
rom Ceſtius, but only to work a reformation among you by m 
ſober advice and good counſel, Had the ruin of the nation 
deen either his deſign or his buſineſs, he would certainly have © „ 
begun at Jeruſalem, the root of all, rather than in Galilee, and © ©* 
theſe parts adjacent, which be did out of a deſign to give you ,- di 
eiſure to repent. | | 4 Al 
| Lou made all the advantage poſhble of our diviſions at the T 
death of Ceſar, and ſo ſoon as my father and myſelf were gone | 
into Egypt, you took the canes of 2 a war againſt * 3 
3 us: And notwithſtanding all the evidence he had given you, of 'x 
3 our tenderneſs and humanity in the government of theſe pro- 
C1 vinces, you had yet the forchead to enter upon practices againit's 
= ws, after my father was declared emperor, and myſelf Celar, 4 
nay, and when we were quictly and peaceably eſtabliſhed in the 
empire by common conſent, and the compliments of foreign 
miniſters, who, but nl) would be ſtill our enemies! As 
was evident by the embaſhes and expreſſes that were ſent as far 


OY 


5 


as Euphrates, that you might have. aſſurance and eocourage- * 2 
men to revolt; when my father ſent me, tho“ unh reluctance | 
enough, to bring a ſtubborn rebellious people to reafon, how | 


Was | pleaſed to hear they had fome inclination to peace ! Ho- 
earneſtly did 1] beg of ou to prevent the calamities of war be- 
fore there was a blow {truck ! And you can't ſay but 1 have made f., 
the war as eaſy to you ſince as I could, and | never refuſed |1 
a man of you that offered himſelf. Have I ever brok:n faith | 
with any man tñat ever came over to me? How tender have | 
been to your priſoners! and with what unwillingpeſs did 1 pro- 
ceed to the battering your walls? When did | get the advan» |* 
tage of you, and did not immediately offer terms of peace, aaf; 
1 if you had been the conquerors ? When I had the opportunity 
-* 10 deſtroy your temple and might have done it by the law of 
arms, 1 conſtantly requeſted of you to ſave yourſelves, and all 
that was holy which belonged t'ye. I cffered you the liberty 
to walk off, and that upon terms of ſecurity too; and, when 
| nothing but fighting would pleaſe ye, I gave ye your own choice 
/ of the place and time; and what's the product of all this come 
to at laſt, but the burning of the,temple with your own hands, 
which 1 would gladly have preſerved, And yet you have the B 
impudent boldnefs to invite me to confer with you; and you ap- 2 
1 pear in arms, without ſubmitting yourſelves like ſupplicants for WM þ 
* a pardon, However, to let you fee the ground you have for i y 
this miſerable conſidence; your people are diſpirited, your tem- 
ple laid in aſhes, the city in my own power, and yourlclves at 1 
mercy ;z and yet you wonl. giatite your ambition, and inſiſt , 
upon terms of honour now in the laſt extremity : Buy to Jeage 3 
| \ * # 
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and > theſe expoſtulations, lay but down your arms, and] will be 


on | 


content to give you your liberty, and when neceſſary juſtice is 


done upon the blackelt criminaſs, you will find me a merciful 


by . maſter to the reit. 
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- cauſe they had ty'd themie 
but however ny were willing to quit the town to the Romans, 

+ and be gone with $21 | de | 

' Titus could not forgive this infolenee, to ſee © priſoners infilt_. 

| _ conditions, and giving laws how they ſhovId be diſpoſed ' 
OT, 


The faction made him this anſwer + That they could not 
yield themſelves up upon any aſſurance he could give them, be- 
Femle ves with an oath to the contrary ; 


their wives and children into the deſart. But 


upon which he inſtantly cauſed a prochamation to be made, 


that no jou ſhould for the future preſume to make any applica- _ 


tion to Titus, or expect either quarter or proteQion ; but that 
they might now defend themſelves by arms as well as they could: 


® for Ceſar was reſolved to act according to the rules of war. 
2: Upon this the ſoldiers had their liberties gwen them to fall on 
' with fire and ſword, and make what ſpoil they could in the- 


city. 1 * BIG 
However, there were no hoſtilities committed that day ; but 


next morning the regiſter office was ſet on fire, with the coun- 


„ cil chamber, the calle, and a place call'd Ophlas ; the flames- 


{pread- thence - to queen Helen's palace in the middle of the 


mount, deſtroying all before them. 


On the next day, the brethren and the ſons of king Izates, 


wich ſome other perſons of honotn, joyn'd in a petition to Ce- 


far for their lives; and Ceſar, tho' highly incenſed, granted the 
requeſt, bat they were all vt them ordered to prif 


on; and at- 

terward, the ſons and neareſt relations of Izates were carried. 

bound in chains as hoſtages to Rome, 7 fg 
The next retreat that the rebels made was to the king's houſe, 


Which was very {trong, and/had-abundance of treaſure laid up- 
in it; but the Jews were beat out of this houſe; and about 840 


of them lain; and all the money ſeized. Two Roman ſoldiers 


were taken alive in-this encounter, the one a horſe, and the o- 
ther a foot-man; the latter was kill'd, and dragg'd along the 


ſtreets, as if the fews had intended to revenge their whole na- 
tion upon a ſingle perſon. The horſe- man upon a pretence, 
that he had ſomething of importance to-comtnunicate to Simon 
but having nothing when he came before him, he was ordered 
to be put to death by Ardalas, one of Simon's officers : but as 
the executioner was drawing his ſword to diſpatch him, he ſlipt 
away to the Romans, and Titus indeed ſpared his life, becauſe 
he had given the flip to the Jews, but he was caſhicr'd for it, 
which to a man of honour is puniſhment enough. 
On the day following the Romans routed the Jews out of the 
ower town, and ſo put all in flames as far as Siloah; but the 


F rebels had carricd off the booty into the upper-town, and they 
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„e THE WARS OF THE JEWS,” | 
were not ſuch as would repent'of any miſchief, for they kept 
vp their arrogance in the worſt of fortunes, The flames of the 
city were then a ſpectacle of joy to them. and they profeſs'd, 
that they would welcome death with comfort; for by this time 
indeed moſt of the Jews were cut off, the temple turned to 
aſhes, and the town all in a flame, ſo that the Romans had but 
a few accommodations left them to revel in. ' | (4 
And notwithſtanding that things were at this paſs, Titus did 
all that he could to fave the ruins of a depopulated city, but all 
his labour proved in vain, the Jews were grown accuſtomed to 
dlood and fliugbter. F757 4 | 
In this madneſs and contempt of death, they ſpread them- 
ſelves all over the city, ſearching among the ruins in the vaults, | 
and other places for deſerters, and ſo many of them as they took 
they kill'd ; ſeveral of them went over to the Romans, with no |. 
other intention than to take one life, and lay down another; 
the ſtreeis upon this occaſion were ccver'd with carcaſes from 
one end to the other. 5 | 
The laſt hopes that the faction conceived were, That they | 
might hide themſelves in vaults and ſinks, till all was over, and | 
the Romans gone, and that then they might have an opportu- 
nity to eſcape ; but, alas! they did not confider that theſe kind 
of receſſes would not conceal them from the all- ſeeing eye of 
F/ Tultice. The Jews that were poſſeſs'd of theſe retreats, did a 
&L - world of miſchief yet, for they kill'd and robb'd and plunder'd 
-all that came from the ſanctuary to theſe caverns ; and though 
the food was never ſo coarſe, yet 'twas ſure to be the cauſe 
of new gnarrels, ſo that I am perſuaded had the ſiege continu» 
ed, the hving would have been ſo inhuman as to have devour'd 
the fleſh, of the dead. 
The upper town was ſeated ſo upon rocks and precipices, 
that Titus found it was impoſhble to gain it without mounts : 
KF Hereupon, about the twentieth of the month Lous, he began to 
LT put his project in practice; the carriage was very difficuſt and 
& expenſive, tor they had all the materials to cut down from their 
Former works. The four legions rais'd a mount oppolite to the 
Place Royal, on the welt-ſide of the town : the auxiliaries and 
| others threw up another mount towards the bridge and the gal- 
iery, and a fort that Simon built in his war with John, which | 
was commonly known by the name of Simon's-tower. Now at | 
this very time the Idumean officers were conſulting how they | 
might deſert over to the Romans; ſo in the concluſion they 
tent tive depuiies to Titus with an offer of their ſervice and a 
ſubmiſhve requeſt of mercy ; this petition was indeed too late; 
yet Inus, upon an opinion that Simon and John would ay” 
down arms after ſuch a deſertion, ſent back the deputies wich 
a pronuſe of their lives, for he looked upon the Idumeans as „ 
the moſt conſiderable part of the army, conſidering how- the 
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THE WARS OF THE JEWS. 147 
Jes were reduced. But, alas! this contrivance had taken air, 
and Simon caiis'd the five deputies to be put to death, and their 
leaders to be impriſoned, taking Sofas for one of the chief in hat 
conſpiracy. And tho?” there was not much left to hope from the 
common ſoldiers now the officers were gone, however, the I- 
dumeans were kept under a ſtricter guard thau ever; but all 
was too little to hinder them from running away; many of 
them, 'tis true; were cut off, but there was more that eſcaped, . 
who were all very kindly received by Titus, for he would not 
revoke his promiſe; and indeed the common ſoldiers. among 
the Romans had now a glut of blood, and began to be more 
merciful and humane than before. ; 

As for the common - among the Jews, there was whole 
families of them fold like beaſls in a market; but Titus re- 
flected upon this with abhorrence, ſo that out of an inelination 
to ſave as many lives as he could, he was forced to diſpenſe 
with his proclamation, that forbid any ſingle erſon to come 
over to him; however, he had ſuperviſors of them to make a 
difference betwixt the good and the bad, and ſo to treat them 
accordingly ; and Titus in a little time ſet upward of 4000 of 
them at hberty, | 

There was now one Jeſus, a prieſt, and ſon to Thebuth who 
made a compoſition with Ceſar for his life, promiſing in return- 
to deliver up ſome of the donatives and veflels and other orna- 
ments that belonged to the temple, fo that be had his liberty, 
and went out and gave Titus over the wall two candleſticks 
like thoſe in the temple, with ſome tables, cups and goblets, 
being all of them made of pure gold, he gave alſo ſeveral vails,. 
precious ſtones, and ſacerdotal habits, with a great number of 
veſlels for ſacrifice. There was taken at the fame time one 
Phineas, who was keeper of the — treaſure, and he brought 
a great many prieſts habits and girdles ; ſtufts, both purple and 
ſcarlet; there was 'alſo a quantity of caſſia, cinnamon, gums 
and perfumes for daily incenſe, belides ſeveral forts of holy 
ornaments, and private goods. Now for the ſake of the ſervice 
he had done, tho he was a priſoner of war, yet he was treated 
as if all he had done was out of pure g60d will. 1 

The works were finiſhed by this time, having been a raiſing. 
eighteen days, ſo that now the Romans advanced their ma- 


cChines; and that part of the faction that d::ſpair'd of defend» 


ing themſelves, forſook the walls, and retired into the caſtle, 


and other private houſes and vaultsy but thoſe of them that 


were yet more reſolute, ſtaid upon the'wkil, and acted offen- 
ſively againſt thoſe that managed the batteries, tho' the Ro- 
| perior'to them in number and firength, and had 
the advance over the Jews, and being tluſhed with victory 
whulſt 'the Jews were dejeRted like an wjtortunate people, and 
they no ſooner had the leaſt notice of any fla or breach inthis 
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wall, or that any of the turrets gave way to the force of the 
engines, but they ſcoured off as faſt as they could; and this 
dread went fo far, that John and Simon were ſeized with a 
panick fear, and fled before the Romans were within diſtance 
of daing them any miſchief, It would have moved the com- 
pailion of any perſon to have ſeen the knees of thoſe men knock- 


ing one againſt another, as if they had been ſinking to the 
= gronnd,.tho' but juſt before they were onde height of arro+ 


preſumption. Never a more wonderful change! Tis 


of circumvallation, 
| wns had run about the town, -and in ſhort, they 
made à breach in it, with a ſort of reſolution to ſet upon the 
guards, and make their N but when they ſaw they bad 
none to ſecond them, and that all their friends had forſaken 


them, they hurried away whither their fears and neceſſities drove 


them. In this variety of terrors, every body made a (tory, that 

the wall to the weſt-ward was overthrown, ſame brought the 
vs that the Romans were jult at the root of it; but theſe te- 
tions were framed as their fears ſuggeſted. 

_ Both the power and goodneſs of God were remarkable upon 

this occalion, for the tyrants ruined themſelves by quitting thoſe 

ftrong holds that otherwiſe could never have been taken but by 

famine; and this, after the Romans had loſt ſo much time up- 


on places of leſs ſtrength and value: however, by this means 


the Romans made themſelves maſters of three impregnable torts, 
by meer fortune, which could never have been tak en any other 


| Fel for the towers already mention'd could never have been 
A 


n by their batteries. a 
So ſoon as John and Simon were driven out of theſe towers 


by a ſort of judicial infatuation, they fled away to the vale of 


Siloah, where they refreſhed themſelves a little, and then gave 
an aſſault to the new wall there; but it was ſo faint and weak, 
that the guards beat them off, for what thro' deſpondency, 
dread, and miſery, they had quite loſt all their ſtrength, and 
upon the firlt repulſe they were all ſcatter'd into fwks and 


The Romans having now gotten poſſeſſion of the wall, they 
Kxed their colours upon the towers, with acclamations and 
ſhouts of Joy, becauſe they found the concluſion of the war 
io much eaſier than the beginning; and they were as good as 
ſure that the war was near at an end, for they could nut doubt 
of it, unleſs they diſttuſted their own eyes. The ſoldiers im - 
mediately diſperſed themſelves all over the town, with their 
{words drawn, killing all they could meet, and burning whole 


houſes, and what furniture they had within them, in one com- 
mon flame. In many places where they entered for pillage, they ; 


found whole families dead, ſo that from the very horror of ſuch, 


© #ipeQacle, they came out empty banded; but tho they, had, 
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were expoſed to ſale. 


would allow them no victuals; but indeed the truth o 
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ſsme compaſſion to the dead, they felt no tenderneſs for the 
living, but ſtabbed every man they found, till the narrow paſ- 
ſages were choaked up with dead bodies, and channels in the 
ſtreets ran down with blood ; in the evenin they left off to kill. 
and began afreſh to burn. The eighth of the month C orprieus 
put an end to the conflagration of the city; and had all the hap- 

ineſs that ever Jeruſalem enjoy'd been but equal to what it 
foffered in the ſiege, it had doubtleſs been the envy of all the 
world; but the greateſt plague ſprung out of its own bowels, . 
I mean that infernal race of rebels, that wrought the deſtruction 
of the Cit * ; 3 
Titv* — now taking a full view of the works and fortifica- 
tions of Jeruſalem, and entertaining himſelf with the large di- 
menſions and ſituation of the towers. the deſign, and curious 
contrivance of the whole; when he dropt this exprethon, Well, 
ſays he, had not God * for us, we could never have made 
ourlelves maſters of theſe forts : twas God that aſſiſted us, and 
fought againg the Jews; for this deſign could never have been 
compaſſed with hands or * When he ſaid this, and much 
more upon the ſame ſubject, his next care was to let all the 
priſoners at liberty, which the tyrants bad forſaken in the tow- 
ers. And when the city was demoliſhed, he took care that 
theſs turrets ſhould be left ſtanding, as monuments of his good 
fortune, without whoſe help, he could never have-acconipulbed : 
what he did. : 1 at 
The ſoldiers were now quite harraſs'd with doing execution, 
ſo that Titus ordered them to hold their hands, and to ceaſe 
the ſlaughter, unleſs they met with ſome in arms, and in à po- 
ſture of reſiſtance, and to give quarter to all the relt. Tho“ 
the ſoldiers went beycnd their commiſhon, and put both the 
ſick and the aged with their companions to death promiſcuguſ- 
ly ; and thoſe that were ſtrong, and promiſed ſome ſervice, were 
ut up in the temple. Ceſar bad appointed one. Fronto, both 
a friend and a freeman, to inform himifelt concerning the peo- 
ple, and treat them according to their deſerts; and as tor the 
ſeditious and the companies of the ruffians, ne had them all ex- 


_ ecuted for recriminating one another; theſe of comely and! 


raceful aſpects, and in the prime of youth, he preſerved for: 
the honour of the triumph; ſending away all above ſeventeen 


of the remainder into Egypt, to be employed in drudgery and 


ſervile offices, excepting only ſuch as were diſtriduted here and 
there among the provinces for ſervice of the theatres. in the 
quality of ſword men and Gladiators; and all under ſeventeen: 

While-the priſoners were under Fronto's charge, eleven thou · 
ſand of them were ſtarved to death, betwixt the {queamiſh ſto- 
machs they had getten, and the leverity of their keepers, that 
the mat- 
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ter vas, that the mouths were too many for the proviſions that co 

could be procured. a ov 
4 The number of priſoners taken in this war, was ninety-ſeven 4b. 
choaſand, and that of the L was eleven hundred thouland, © wil 
aod the greater number of them were Jews by their nation, ®. 


tho” they were not natives of Judea: for it was only a promil- hi 
guous multitude of them that was gather'd together at Jeruſa- * Ic 
Jem, to celebrate the feaſt of the paſſover, and were tliere ſur- » 


prized by the war. Ihe number of them was ſo prodigious, an 
that they were ſtreighten'd for lodgings, inſomuch that the fiy 
crowd firft bronght the plague among them into the city, and |} E. 

the next miſchief was, that they made way for the famine; not * 

| but that the city was capable enough of entertaining them all, N 
eſpecially if Ceſtius's account was true, which was as follows: th 


Nero had the Jews in ſo great a contempt, that Ceſlius made 
it his ſuit to the high-prielt, that ſonie meaſure or other might 


1 . taken to number the people; this he did out of à deſire he 0 
had to let Nero underſtand, that the Jews were not ſo contemp- el 
tible as he imagined ; now the firlt opportunity the high- prieſt in 

had to gratify Ceſtius, was at the Paſchal Feaſt, when ſacrifices n. 
were offer'd up according to cuſtom from the ninth to the e- V 

' Jeventh hour of the day, and thoſe ſacrifices to be eaten after- n 
wards in their families, by ten at leaſt and ſometimes twenty to ſe 


a lamb; then it was, that they reckoned up two hundred fifty- t 
Wl fax thouſand, and five hundred oblations, which according to | .Q 
he computation of ten to a lamb, would amount to two mil- | 
ions five hundred and fifty thouſand perſons ; (but here Jo- | 
* Jeph's rule of multiplication has failed him) and theſe people 
if were entire and ſound, for none that were unfiim, troubled wth | 
| horrhea's, women in their monthly ſickneſs, lepers, ſcorbu- 
- nicks, or in fine, thoſe that had any fart of malignant diſtem- 
vers, could be admitted to the priviledge of having any part in 
this lolemnity; no more were any ſtrangers, but only. ſuch as 
came purely for the ſake of geligion. Now all this vaſt con- 
courſe of people from abroad before the ſiege, was afterward by 
the jult judgment of God cboped up in the city as in a priſon : 
but the heavieſt judgment of all was, the vaſt numbers of the 
hain, ſome were kill'd openly, the Romans kept others. of them 
in cuſtody, and ſearch'd the very ſinks, and the vaults, and the 
lepalchres for them, and all they found alive they put to the 
word. There was above two thouſand that either laid violent 
| n themſelves, or kill'd one another by conſent, be- 
fide all thoſe that periſh'd by the fainine. The vapour that a- 
roſe from the corruption of the dead bodies was enough to in? 
fe& all thole that came within the reach of it, ſome were not 
able to endure it, and fo went out of the way; and others wWete 
io ſet upon the booty, that they ſtript and rifled the careaſes, 
C , 21-4 trawpl'd upon the. dead bodies as they lay rotting. in/their! 
. | hy corruption, 
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corruption. Thus avarice ſwallows all things. The judgment 


7 


days after it was built. 
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overtook the two tyrants at lalt, for John with bis . fellows in 
the vaults, were forc'd at laſt to beg that mercy of the Romans 
which they had ſo ofte» deſpiſed ;- and as for Simon, he after a 
loog {truggle with his neceſhties, was $oxced alſo to deliver up 
hindelf ; the latter of them being reſzrv'd for the triumph, — & 
John made priſoner for life. Rr 4 | 1 n a0.) 

Thus, in the ſecond year of Veſpaſian, was: Jeruſalem taken, 
and on the eight day of the month Gorpieus; it kaying heen taken 
five times before, „iz by Azoches, à king of Egypt; Antiochas 
Epiphanes, king, of Syria, Pompey, and Herod: with Soſſus, 
who did all of them preſerve the city after it was taken; but 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, laid it ali waſte about one 
thouſand three hundred and tixty years, eight months:abd- {ix | 


| ' 5 
The itt founder of it was Melchizedeck a Canaanitiſh prince, 


whole name ſigniſies a juſt king, and indeed ſo he was in a very 
eminent degree; he firit of all dedicated this city to God, erect» 1 
ing a temple in it, and did the ofhce of a prieſt; he gave it the 
name of jeruſalem, which before this time was called Solyma. 
When David, who was * ot the Jews, had driven the Ca» t 
naanires out of this city, hc planted his own people there; about 
four hundred and ſeventy-leven years and three months after 
this it was laid waſte by the baby lonians; from David's-seign » 
there, till it was deſtroyed by Titus, it was eleven hundred 
and ſeventy nine years; and two thouſand one hundred ſeven- 
ty ſeven from the foundation of it. But neither the fame, the 
wealth nor the antiquity of the place; nay, nor the honour 
and religion of it, were ſufficient to ſecure it from the decrees 
of fatc., When the Roman ſoldiers had now nothing left for 
them to diſcharge their ſpleen upon, Titus to find 4 em- 
ploy ment, ordered them to lay the city and the temple level 
with the ground, and commanded. them very ſtrictly to leave 
nothing ſtanding but theſe three turrets, Phaſel, Hippicos, and 
Marſamue (which laſt. quite overlookt the reſt) and a little 
piece of the wall to the weſtward, where he delign'd to ſix » 
garriſon ; but the towers were to ſtand as monuments to future 
ages, of the Roman power and conduct in taking them. Theſe 
orders of Titus were pundctually fulfill'd, and the city ſo effeo- 
tually levell'd, that one would have thought it had never been 
inhabited. This was the laſt upſhot of the moſt glorious city* 
in ihe umverſe. f . $6” 141190391 347 Te 
Celar was now making a reſolution to leave the tenth legion 
for a garriſon in Jeruſalem, with ſome other force that he could 
well enough fpare; and having diſcharged all the offices of a 
careful general, he began now to bethink himſelf how to re- 
Ward and encourage thoſe who had ſignalized themſelves in the 
lieye; That he might the better accompliſh his deſign, - he 
36 2, | mounteg? 
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mounted & tribunal with the flower of his officers about him; © 
this'tribunal was raiſed in the head of the camp, upon an emi- 1] 
nence, where he could ſtand to the beſt advantage; and thence 2 
he deliver'd himſelf to this purpoſe; It is impoſhble for me, 54 
ſays he, to tell you, my brave fellow-ſolders, how kindly | 4 
reſent all the ſervices you have done me during this war : and v 


ſo he enter d a diſcourſe upon their good diſcipline and obedi- c 
ence, their invincible courage and reſolution upon all occaſions, 

and in the moſt frightful A ; he forgot not to tell themthe 4 þ 
renown they had acquired, by railing the honour, and enlarg- &#F v 
ing the boundaries of their country. He gave them alſo to un- 8 
derſtand, that neither the ſuperiority of numbers, the advan- t! 
tage of fortifications, nor the outragious madneſs of the hair- 0! 
brain'd mukitude could ever diſpirn the Roman courage, or 
diſcompoſe their conduct. Tis true, the Jews have had ſome 


fits and turns of good fortune, but tis a great matter to put an | 
end to a war that has been fo long on foot, which is as much ass - 
could be either thought of, or wiſb'd for, when we firſt em- 2 
bark d in it. But it is yet a hes thing to ſee your choice of d 
Roman emperors and generals ſo univerſally well approved. He {| a 
told them, that he could not but admire and love them all for th 
what they had done ſo worthily: as for thoſe who had made th 
themſelves examples of bravery: to others, it ſhould be his own h. 
care to make them very grateful returns in proportion, for he tr 
took more pleaſure in advancing men of merit, than in puniſh- in 

ing the unworthy offenders. Upon this, Titus immediately ce 
called for the accounts from the officers that had it in charge, te 
that he might know which of the ſoldiers had behaved them- th 
ſelves worthy of honour in that war; the men were produced cc 
one and one by name, and extremely applauded; Titus telling ca 
them, that he had as much concern upon him for their good as re 
for his own. From theſe fair words, that yet laid obligations th 
enough on them, Titus proceeded to acts vt bounty and gene- C 
rolity, he crown'd them with coronets of pure gold and ſilver to 
out of the booty they had taken; he deck'd them with golden th 

_ Chains, and diſtributed lances pointed with gold and ſilver me- te 
dals; and, in ſhort, every man was advanc'd both in quality and in; 
tation; robes and minuted money both in ſilver and gold were Ce 


given them out of the booty. When the diſtribution was done, tri 
and every man had received ſomething or other anſwerable to | 
his deſert; Titus deſcended from the tribunal, accompanied ap 
with the univerſal acclamations of all the army, to offer ſacri- Fw 
fices and thanks for the victory. Vaſt numbers of oxen wereſlain | Ide 
upon the occaſion of this ſolemnity, which were offered in ſa- ty 
crißces, and diſtributed among the army; and Titus himſelf * ca 
. $ealted his officers for three days together. After this the troops Be 
were diſperſed into ſeveral quarters, and Jeruſalem was left un- Ini 
der the guard of the tenth legion, which was not upon that ot ar 
r Font 


* 0 


— 


s bao bens I} £« wo 


- 


d 
'C 

2 

0 

d 

* 
28 
* 
if * 
55 
» 
= . 
1 


— 


HE WARS OF. THE JEWS: 1 


ſuffered to, return to Kuphrates. whence it was taken. 
Tens terra the; fifth and the fifteenth legions as à guard to 
accompany him into Egypt: ſo that with theſe he made hisfirſt 
journey to Ceſarea upon the ſea-coaſt, and winter being well 
advanced, he would not venture over to Italy; his preſent care 
was N to lay up his treaſure and the booty, and to ſe» 
re his priſoners. | „ 
T firſt removed from Ceſarea to Ceſarea Thilippi, where 


he entertained-himſelf a conſiderable time; and at this juncture 


was Simon taken, and the manner of his being ſeiz d was thus: 
Simon, as Was hinted, being forced into the upper. tower, and 
the Romans breaking into the city, he was put to all his faculty 
of contrivance how to ſhift for bhimſelf; however, his method 
was this : he called together an 7 of miners, ſtone · cut- 
ters, ſmiths and others that were well ſkill'd in ironworks, and 
etting a provilion of tools, and ſuch a quantity of victuals, and 
o they let themſeives down into a ſecret vault, where ſo ſoon 
as they found the paſſage too narrow for them, they began to. 
dig and mine in hopes to work themſelves out beyond the walls,, 


and ſo to make an eſcape; but before they could make any. 


thing of it, their proviſions fell ſhort, and the plot miſcarried, 
tho' they manag'd matters as ſparingly as they could, Simon 
had now. no way in the world left him, but to try if he could 
tright the Romans out of xheir ſenſes; ſo he dreſs d himſelf up 
in a white garment, and threw a urple cloak over it; in this 
condition he made his apparition trom beneath the ruins of the 
temple, to the aſtoniſhment of the ſoldiers, and others that ſaw 


1 the ſpectre ; but upon their advancing near him, they took the 


courage to enquire his name; but Simon refuſing to acquaint them, 
call'd to ſpeak with the captain of the guards; whereupon Te- 
rentius Rufus was brought immediately, who preſently ſiſted 
the truth out of him, and clap'd him up in chains, and ſent 
Cefar the particulars. Thus was that inhuman tyrant brought 
to jultice, who had ſhamm'd ſo many of his countrymen out of 
their lives by ſubornation and falſe evidence. But there's no con- 
tendin with Divine vengeance, when it vindicates the cauſe of 
injur'd innocence. Simon was carried off to Ceſarea, whither 
Ceſar had made his return; who ordered him to be kept for his 
mph at Rome. Wy n 4 
When Titus had ſpent ſome time there, he ſet one intire day 
apart for the celebration of his brother Domitian's birth-day, 


demn'd priſoners being devoted to the honour of the ſolemni- 
ty, and thoſe: that were deltroy d by bealts, by fire, and combat, 
came to two thouſand and five hundred. Titus went thence to 
Berytus in Phenicia, where he kept his father's binth-day, with 
more magnificence than the former; the entertainments were 
eee ANG} the eee e 
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+ which was perform'd in dom ſplendor, a great number of con- 
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At this juncture there were great numbers of [ews at Anti- 6 
och, Who ſuffered the ſevereſt extremities from their ill geigh- | 
bours, not indeed were they theniſelves innocent in the matter: f 
but it was Antiochus that deſerted, that was at the bottom of 
the miſchief, for he accuſed the Jews of a conſpiracy to burn 
the city; and ſo ſoon as the people heard the accuſation, they | G 
were forward enough to believe it, and thereupon diſpatch'd as 
—_ of the Jews as they could. Ahn 5 ; 
After this, the ſquare market, and the publick "repoſitory, 4 fit 
where the regilters and tj. ee were actually burn- , 
ed down; which was throwr immediately upon the Jews, on a 
the bottom of the former accuſation, which raiſed a ſevere per- |} 
lecution of them, tho“ the innocence of the Jews was found out 
at laſt, for the miſchief was tranſacted among a parcel of ſcoun- 
dre} debtors, who thought if they could but deſtroy the writ- tl 
 10ps, the debts would not be required, | 


Ceſar was now intent upon his journey to Rome, which he {; 
made thro' Syria; and when the people of Antioch undetſtood b 
that he would give them a vilit as he paſs'd, they went out to 1, 
meet him, and received him with all the demonſtrations of joy; ec 
and as they ſaw their opportunity, they requeſted that he would * 
baniſh the Jews out of the city; but he returned them for an- r 
ſwer, that he had deſtroyed their city, and laid their country a 
waſte,ſo they could have no place to retire to; but when the An- 0 
tiochians were repulſed in their firſt requeſt, they petitioned once W 
more that the brazen tables which contained the mmunities and t! 
privileges of the Jews might be taken away; but Titus gave t 
them a flat denial. After a tedious journey Titus arriv'd at A- t] 
lexandria where he fent off the two legions that had been his ci 

guard, the fifth to Meſia, and the other to Pannonia; keeping N 
1 John and Simon, with other priſoners to the number of ſeven t! 
* hundred, in order to make his triumph of them. When he got 
ſafe to Rome, his father met him in perſon, and received him , p 
with great joy; and becauſe that Veſpaſian was lately arrived, d 
they concluded to make but one triumph for both, tho” the ſe- T 
nate had decreed them two. When the day prefixed for this ſo - h 
Jemnity was come, there was not a citizen that remained at f 
home, but all got places to fee that pompous appearance. The v 
loldiers alſo expecting the emperors befere day, near the temple d 
of-Ifis where they lodged; and as the day brake, they came forth it 
unarmed, cloathed with purple, and crowned with laurel: but C 


the pomp ind magnificence of or Oy is quite beyond the e 
power of expreſſion; nay, imagination it elf cannot do the matter 1 
juſtice, fox the whole collection of precious rarities that the rich- 
eſt and moſt happy nadions had been gathering for ſo many ages, 
were produc'd on this occaſion to the honour of the triumph, t 
aud digaity of the Roman empire. Bur the images and pageants, t 
and whole proceſſion cannot have juſtice done to them tor * 
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of room. However, when the · triumph was over and the empire 
fix'd, Veſpaſian built a temple te peace: It was as rich as ex- 
ence, and as ſine as hands could make it; in this temple were 
aid the GOLDEN- TABLE and the GANDLESTICRS, which 
were rarities he moſt adhiired'; and NS! ies of _—_— . 
and the perples that belonged to the ſanctuary they were depo- 
! fired with great care and reverence in the pace. oh 
After all, Judea/ did but enjoy a very ſmall ſhare of peace, 
for new diſturbances were rilipg daily; beſides, it is a very dif- 
» © ſitult matter to root out a people entirely, that have inhabited 
a place ſo long. 2 e „ A 
n <When Lucilius Baſſus had receiv'd bis commiſſion from Cefar, 
28 Ae ot judea, he took the command of the ar- 
t my upon him, abd made himſelt maſter by compoſition of rhe 
E caltle of Herodion, © Wheteupon he gathered his troops toge- 
ther, thinking by the aſſiſtanee of the tebrh legion to reduce | 
| Macherus, becauſe till that place was fecured, there was ſtill 
ſome fear of rebellion. I his city is wonderfully fortity'd both 
by nature and art; but upon a cloſe view 'of it, Baſſus begits to 
o lay ſiege to it, and firſt of all he threw up a mount againſt the 
callle Upon this, the Jews ſeparate themſelres from the fo- 
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d reigners, and turned them off, as a ſcoundtel fort of people, 
* into the lower town, that they might ſupport themſelves as well 
* as they could under the firſt dock, while they took the charge 
* of the caſtle upon themſelves, as a place that might be de fended 
#1 with greater eaſe, and whence they might inſiſt upon terms with 


the Romans, in caſe of extremity. The Jews had the curioſity . 
e to try whether they could withſtand the ſiege, and every day 


\ there were ſome jajlies and ſkirmiſhes, in which there was a 
is conſiderable number of men loſt on both ſides, and now one, 
and then the other ſide got the better of it; the Jews when ,.. 
en they were aware of them, made a retreat. „ OE 
ot þ here was within the walls ove Eleazar, a very bold enter- 
m % prizing young man, he made ſeveral very deſperate ſallies; and 
d, did all that was poſſible both by example and counſel, to put a. 
7 I {top to the progreſs and deligns of the Romans, infomuch that 


he became a terror to the Romans, as well as a comfort to his 
at friends. One day their happened a ſkirmiſn, when the action 
he was over, Eleazar ſtood without the gate in a careleſs poſture, 
Je diſcourſing with the defendants upon the walls; this being wich- 
th in light of the Roman camp, one Rufus an Egyptian ſeeing his , 
opportunity, ran upon him, and graſped him arms and all, and 
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he carried him off, into the enemies camp. Baſſus order'd that E- 
er Ice zar ſhould be {iript naked, and whipr at length within fight 
b. of the city; this put the Jews into terrible fears for the cala- : 
s, miy of the brave young man, and the whole rabble of them 

h., burſt out into tears avd exclamations: fo ſoon as Baſſus perceived 


5, ey were concerned at the mis foriunes ot the me 6 
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that the only way to gain his point, was td raiſe their compaſhon 
yet higher which ſucceeded eo this wiſh, for upon erecting a 
croſs, as if Kleazar was to be immediately crucified, the parri- 
ſon brake out into lamentable cries, that their affliction was in- 
ſufterable; Eleazar alſo begg'd of them to conſider his extremi- 
ty, who was new to ſuffer a- wretched death, as all their own 
and not to contend any longer with the courage, conduct, and 
the fortune of the Romans, eſpecially ſince the very univerſe 
was now ſubje& to that empire; : | 
This ſubmiſſion of Eleazar's, andthe prayers of his relations, 
for the family he: came of was conſiderable, quite melted the 
garriſon-into- tenderneſs, ſo that they ſent deputies forthwith to 
the Romans to treat with them, who promiſed, that Macherus 
ſhould be. ſurrendered, if Eleazar might be releas'd, and the 
garriſon ſuffered. to retire where they pleas'd. Baſſus readily 
gonſented o the conditions, but in the mean time thoſe in the 
lower-town- were highly diſpleaſed, that this affair ſhould be 
tranſacted, and they not conſulted in-it ; hereupon they took up 
a-reſolution ig give them the lip by night out at one of the gates, 
but they were ſurprized by the Romans; and none- but the 
foremoſt and the boldeſt among them could make their eſcapes. 
However, this did not hinder Baſſus from performing his articles 
with the reſt. | | N 
When this ſiege was over, Baſſus made what haſte be could 
with his army to'the foreſt of Jardes, upon ſome intelligence he 
had received, that great numbers of the rebels were gathered- 
there that had eſcaped.from Jeruſalem and Macherus,and when. 
he came to the place he found it was true; his firſt buſineſs was 
to beſet the uod with his horſe, and there he kept ſuch ſtrict 
guard, that not a Jew could break thro'; at the ſame time he 
{ ermhploy'd his foot to cut down the wood where the Jews bad bid 
= themſelves, infomuch that there was no-poſhbility left them to 
e. cape, unlefs they could cut their way thro' the Roman guards. 
However this laſt experiment they were reſolved to try, and 
gathering all into one body with:an impetuous clamour, made 
one deſperate puſh of it, but thoſe that begirt them received them 
as bravely. The battle, in ſhorts, What betwixt true courage and 
temerity, was very hot; but in-the end, the Romans had the 
diy, with the loſs only of about twelve kill'd, tho' on the o- 
ther fide, of three thouſand Jews, there came not a man oft, 
About this time Antiochus king of Comagena, and all- his ſa · 
mily fell into a very calamitous diſaſter L for Cifennias: Petus, 
then governor of Syria, ſent word to Ceſar, that Antiochus an 
. ſon were ready. to revolt from the Romans; 
wherenpon Ceſar left the management of that affair to Cifennias, 
who immediately made an invaſion upon Antiochus, which was 
the greater ſurprize, in regard he had never in the leaſt dreamt 
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7 paſian himſelf. 


firm enough to ſypport the engines, whereupon they rais d a 8 4 
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left the kingdom as it ſtood, and took only his wife and cluldren 
along with him; but the trick was diſcovered at the long run, 
and Antiochus received very honourable treatment trom Veſ- 


Baſſus being now deceas'd, Flavius Sylvia ſill'd the government 
iv his room, and finding all. the country to be reduc'd but one 
rebellious caſtle, call'd Maſſada, which was in the paſleſſion of 
the Sicarii, who were headed by Eleazar; Sylvia hereupon ga- 
ther'e all the forces he could make, with an intention to attack 
it. Theſe Sicarii, or cut-throats were profeſs'd enemies to all 
that were the friends of the Romans, and perſecuted them to the 
height, often driving away their goods, burning and pillaging 
their hquſes : for what are theſe men, ſaid they, better han 
ſtrangers and foreigners, they betray the liberty of their count. 
for Want of fighting. for it, and chuſe rather to live as ſlaves than 
to enjoy themſelves as freemen, notwithſlandiog that freedom, 
is. what, can never be purchas'd at too dear a rate. Whether is 
it not better. for theſe men to join openly with the Romans? 

But all this was only to cloke their avarice, for when theſe 
very men whom they thus exclaim'd againſt, came to join with 
them in the revolt, they were worſe perſecuted than before, 

Certainly there was never auy age that could run a parallel 
with the les. „ | 

Sylvia, as was mentioned, had now begun his march to beſiege 
Maſſada, where the Sicarũi had lodg'd themſelves with Eleazar. 
He made himſelf. maſter of all the country round about with 
much difficulty ape left garriſons as he thought expedient, and 
then ſurrounded the caſtle with a wall, to prevent the excurſions © 
of the Jews; after this he encamp'd upon the place where the 
caſtle rock was join'd to the mountain: provitons were very 
dear, being brought a-great way, and with much more difficulty 
to the Jews than the Romans. The ſiege was like to be a work 
of labour. and time, becauſe of the natural ſituation of the caſtle ) 
upon a rock, which had. very ſleep precipiets round about itz | 
there were two aſcents to it, one on the eaſt fide from the lake 
Aſphaltitis, which is extremely dangerous; the other on the 
welt ſide, which is the more caſy of the two, N 

There was fo fruitful a plain above, that thoſe could never 
want neceſſaries that took refuge there; and as the caſtle was 
defęnded from all ſtratagems, and the very dint of famine, ſo it 
was furniſhed with a magazine of arms of all forts, for ten thou- 


{and men. The Jews being now cloſed up by blockade, that there 


was no poſſibility to make an eſcape ; Sylvia drew near with his « 
machines, and he had but one place that could be fill d u Pp, where 
he 2 raiſe 3 mount, and fo ſoon as he had gained this rock, 
his ſoldiers wrought ſo hard, that they carried the mount up to 

the height of two hundred cubits, which they thought was not 


«© _ . 
ry . of x 
4 PF — . 
* 2 5 * 


ad 


4% 
, 


| 
. 
| 


4 


1% THE"WARS OF THE ITE W S. 


a tower fifty cubits high,” which they laid round with iron. 
From theſe works the Romans, with abundance of ſhot from 

their engines, drove the Jews off the walls, and did not ſuffer 

them fo much as to peep over. The wall was cofſtinually batter- 


not ſecure them any long time, ran up afiother wall within, up- 
on which the ram could not make any impreſhon, becauſe 'twas 
not hardened and confirm'd : Sylvia perceiving this, came to 
this concluſion, That fire would diſpatch the buſineſs much foon- 
chan the engine; ſo he commanded his ſoldiers to throw ſome 
= frebrands upon the well, which ſoon kindled the wood that the 
wall was made of. C CE Ih 
When the flame began to rage, their aroſe a north wind which 
was troublefome to the Romans, that 
flame againſt them; and. beſide, they deſpaired to ſave their en- 
gines; but immediately after, upon a providential turn of the 
wind, the flames were again ditected upon the wall, which now 
receiv'd the ſire at the very bottom. Eleazzr; in this extremity, 
could not think of flying, nor would he ſuffer any of his com- 
panions to eſcape ; wherenpon he called ar aſſembly of the beſt 
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trymen, ſays he, we are all of us teſolyed never to become ſlaves 
F tothe Romans, arg to pay homage to none but the true God; 
and here we have an extremity betore us, that will try our cou- 
rage and reſolution; let us not therefore ſtain our honour, and 
Jabmit ourſelves to the moſt deplorable torments, by being tak - 
en by the Romans, ſecing we made the firſt revolt from them, 


mercy, that we may have the opportunity to dre. out of Hlavery, 
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for the Komans to prevent. 1 muſt own indeed, that e 
God has left the nation of the Jews,” or he would never 

ſuffered ſo many of them to periſh, and his own city to be de- 
livered up into the hands of our enemies. All our hopes are 
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1 — and we ourlelves ſhall die in liberty, which is the beſt of ſe - 
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form to the heights of fifty cubits, and upon this they erected 


d with a ram of great weight, which notwithſtanding did very 
W. little execution; tlie Sicarit underſtanding that the wall could 


in regard that it pointed the 


of them, and beſpoke them to this purpoſe; My generous coun- 


and are now the laſt that remain unful- Joed: And I efteem a 


which nas been denied to others. * We'muſt certainly die as 
ſoon as the day appears, but then it is in our own power to die 
like men, and not to Be carried away captive, which is impoſſible 


ave” 


defeated, and God himſelf has manifeſtly taken this caltte from 
us, which we thought impregnable, for the fire which was oe 
carried upon bur enemies, was returned again upon us: but all 
this is no mote than a juſt puniſhment of our offences, wha have 
committed ſuch outrages againſt our countrymen. However, if 
we die reſolutely, we ſhal! preſerve our wives from being defil- 


chres. Let us firſt of all fire our caſtle, and deſtroy our trea- 
ore, which is the 2 miſchief we are capable of doing, or 
omans can neither carith! themſelves with © 
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ſpoil, nor take our bodies alive ; howexer, we'll leave them our 
victuals as a teſtimony that it was not famine that deſtroyed us. 


When Eleazar had made an end, all the company would not 


conſent to kill themſelves, for the tenderneſs, that they bore to 
their families, tho ſome, of them ſeemed willing enough: upon 


* 


this Eleazar was afraid the teats of one party would melt down 


the other, and ſo he ſtood up, and made a very vehement diſ- 
courſe upon the immortality, of, the ſoul; the marrow of it is as 
follows : You ſhew yourſelves, ſays he, to be more than ordi- 
nary meh, in refuſing to die, rather than live in theſe circum- 
ſtances; for what can aut Neve in it of terror? It only gives 
our minds a diſmiſſion from .priſoa, and ſends them to their na- 
tive home, to a place where calamity can never come. Our ſouls 
are in a ſenſe dead, while they are immerſed in the body, but 
when they go hence into, UPPER- WORLDS, they enjoy per- 
fect felicity, in their eternal manſions ; there they remain as in- 
vilible to the eyes, as God himſelf does. The very Indians have 


fo ſtrong a love for immortality, and ſo firmly believe that de- 


arted fouls have a communication with one another, that they 


end meſſages to the ſouls ſeparate, by thoſe that are depart- 


ing; nay, the notion is ſo violent in them, that they throw them- 
ſelyes into the flames to get rd vt life; why then ſhould we, 
who know more of theſe matt @ than they, ſtand in ſuſpence 


about it, efpecially in the middle of death and danger? 


Theſe and many other things he ſuggeſted to them; but the 
multitude interrupted. him, and as if they had been ſurpriz'd, 
ſtrove which ſhould have the honour firſt to execute his advice. 

They embraced their wives and children, then took their la(t 
farewel, and {l-w them all at once; when this was done, they 
gathered all their riches together, and threw them in the flames, 
and with all imaginable ſpeed proceeded to chuſe ten men that 
ſhould execute all the reſt; when the clection was made, they 
proſtrated themſelves upon their wives and children, and died 
in that poſture; ſo ſoon as theſe ten wretches had executed all 
the re{t, they ca't lots which of them ſhould kill the other nine; 
this laſt ſad office being done, the living man went among the 
multitude of the lain, to ſee if any wanted his hand to help 
them thro' with, their laſt agonies; but finding them all diſpatch- 
ed. he put fire, to the place, and then with all his force, ſheathed 
his ſword to the hilt in his own ; mas 4 and fo fell among his 
deareſt friends, In the end not a ſoul was left alive but an old 


woman, with another, who was Eleazar's couſin, theſe two, and 


five chiidren took their retuge in a cave, where they were pro- 
vided with fome water. The Romans in the morning expected 
that they ſhould meet with a vigorous oppokition, made bridges 


over from the mouuts to the Well, and ſo attack U them; but 
when they met no enemies, but found all in profound ſilencs 
they all at once raiſed a cry, which was heard by the women E 
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* © not believe it, till 


Which means, ſays he, Antiochus will 


"the cave; who came forth to the Romans, and told them all 


&y came and ſaw the dead bodies. How- 

ever, they did nur Inſult over them, but brake out into wonder 
and amazement at the generous greatneſs of the minds of the 
Jews, and their öbſtinate contempt of death. ' ' | 


- Sylvia ſettled a garriſon in Maſſada, and ſo marched his army 


1 Z that had paſſed; Yep came an fo incredible, that they could 
t 


to Ceſarea leaving the country in perfe& peace behind him. 


The Jews in Jadea were Ar- ſubdu'd by the war, 
that not an enemy was to be heard, of in thoſe-parts. 
* mainder of the Sicarii was now fled into Alexandria, where they 


did a world of miſchief, fomenting the rebellion, and debauch- 


'ing the loyalty of the people ; however, they ſmarted for it 
ſoon after, for five hundred of them were ſeized at Alexandria, 
and the reſt fled to Thebes, and into Egypt, where they were 
-apprehended ; tho' not a man of them would own Cefar for his 
maſter to ſave his life. 15 | by 

Lupus was at this time governor of Judea, and he ſent Ceſar 
notice of all theſe tumults, who was fo well acquainted with the 
"humours of the Jews, that he thought he could not be too cau- 
tious of their meetings and cahals, 'thereupon he ordered Lupus 
to demoliſh the temple of Onion in Egypt, of which temple take 
the following account. 

Onias, (on to Simon, and high · prieſt, being expell'd Jerufalem 
in the time of the war betwixt Antiochus king of Syria, and the 
Jews, withdrew himſelf to Alexandria. where he was very kind- 
ly receiy'd by Ptolemy then king of Egypt, as being partly an 
enemy to Antiochus, and partly upon a condition which was 
agreed upon betwixt them; ant it was this: Onias took upon 
him to bring the Jews over into ptolemy's intereſt, if he would 
but grant * one requeſt: Ptolemy promis'd him, that he 
would do it, if it was within the compaſs of his power ; ſo Onias 
begg'd that the Jews might ere a temple ſomewhere or other 


in Egypt, that they might meet and worſhip their GOD ac» 


cording to the religion and conſttetion of their country; by 
appear more and more 
contemptible-to the Jews, and they will entertain a better opi- 
nion of your ſervice, beſides the valt numbers that will imme- 
diately truckle to your protection, only for the freedom to 
worlhip God according to their own religion, . 
This propoſal pleas'd Ptolemy well enough, and ſo he allot- 
ted the Jews a ſpot of ground for their parpoſe, which was a- 
bout one hundred and eighty furlongs diſtant from Memphis, in 
the province of Heliopolis. Onias firſt built a caſtle there: and 
after that erected the temple, which, tho' it could not be com- 


 par'd to that of Jeruſalem, yet it had a tower that was made 


after the very fame faſhion, of large ſtones, and was ſixty eu- 
bits high: the altar was alſo made after the model of that*of 
=, | | Jeruſalem, 


« „ 


The re- 
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had driven him away; and by ereCting this temple he thought 
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alem, and enriched with preſents aud donatives as much as 
——— abating only the candleſtick; hut in the room 
of that they had a golden lamp, which was as bright as the ſun, 
and it hung by a golden - chain before the altar. : 
This temple was ſurrounded with a brick-wall ; the gates 
were all of ſtone, and there was a conſiderable revenue belong» 
ing to it, both in monies and land, that nothing might be want- 
ing to perfect the ſolemnity and the celebration of the ſervice. 
Onias, tis true, did not perform all this out of any principle of 
conſcience, and the ſimplicity of his heart, but the beginning of 
it was a ſort of ſpleen he had againſt the Jews at Jeruſalem, that 


| 


to draw the Jews to him that had calt him off, efpecially upᷣon . 
the bottom of an ancient prophecy of about nine hundred and 
ſeventy years ſtanding, which ſeem'd to favour the intrigue; þ 
and he had alfo another prediction of Iſaiah's, that in time to 1 
come there ſhould be a temple erected in Egypt by a certain 
Jew ; and accordingly this temple was built. But to return to, 
the hiſtory, Lupus went directly thither, and laid hands upon 
the oblations and preſents that he found, and ſo (hut it up; but 
Paulinus, who ſucceeded to the government after Lupus was 
deceas'd, ſtript the temple of all that could be found, and left 
nothing behind him, -threatning the prieſts alſo very ſeverely, ix 
they ſhould make the leaſt concealmeat ; and not a man would 
he ſuffer to enter r upon the ſcore of religion, but nut 
the doors upon them, and did not leave the leaſt appearance of 
divine worſhip in that place. Three hundred and thirty years 
were ſpent betwixt the building and ſhutting up of this temple, 
The boldneſs and inſolence of the Sicarians had ſpread by 
this time like an infection all about Cyrene ; there was one E 
nathan an enthuſiaſtick weaver, that had made his eſcape thi- 
ther; he was a wicked fellow, and drew abundance of the pea» _ 
ple after him into deſarts and woods, under a pretence of ſhew-. _. 
ing them ſome viſions, and odd kind of wonders ; and among 
the common ſort of the people, the impoſture paſled current 
enough; but the noiſe of it coming to ſome Jews at Cyrene, 
that had more ſenſe, they tracked out the matter, and ſent no- 
tice of it to Catullus, who was then governor of Pentapolitag * 
Lybia, and he lay in wait ſecretly for them with horſe and foot, 
and maſter'd them with little difficulty, for they were unarmed z 


Y 
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ſome of them were kill'd, and the reſt taken priſoners and car- 
ried to Catullus. However, Jonathan the weaver, who was the 
ring-leader to this wretched multitude, after a long ſearch, was 
found out and taken, and ſo carry'd to Catullus; but he was 
10 * to project a way how the ſtorm might be diverted 
ell, Whicli was by N the richeſt of the Jews, 1 

e 


from him 
and bringing them in as partners in the conſpiracy. Thele as 4 
culations, tho' as falſe as could be imagined, yet Catullus catch 
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em with, pleaſure; wherenpon he began to inhance the mat 
ter, that a War with the Jews. WAS SS good as. rocken. als 
ready ; and that the villan might yet appear the more execnz- 
bie, he not only believed the mäfter, both agaiaſt truth and 


4 


to whom he hadgpecn a onde ro:elt enemy; and his wifc 


men as had moſt honour — reputation about Rome and Alex- 
audria, and make ſome new matter of accuſation ; and joſeph 
himſelf, the author of this hiſtory, was or 4, of the number. 
pon tus Catullus made a journey of it th+..ome abringiag x 
Jong with him Jonathan and the other priſoners, not @ndting | 
Fe.” that the matter would be any farther ſearch'd into, bu be tak- Þ 
en for granted. as he himſelf repreſented it; however, the con- 
trivance would not anſwer, for Veſpaſian being ſumething ſuſpi- Þ 
cious, reſolved to have the hearing of it; and upon examination, 
he found the proceedings were not fair; ſo Joſeph and his com- 
-- Panions, at the requeſt of Citus, were diſcharged, and ſent of 
as innogent z tho' at the fame time Jonathan was ſentenced to Þ 
be whiff, and burnt alive, which was done accordingly. With 
teſpet to Catullus, indeed, the mercy and goodneſs of the 
7 80 were ſuch, that at preſent he was no farther proſecuted; 
ar in hort while after he was ſeiz'd with an incurable com- 


x 
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WE pany of diſcaſcs, as gripes and ſharp pains all over his botly 
= andthe torment he had in his mind was yet more intolerable: 
17 15 Was haunted with the ghoſts of thoſe he had murthered, and Þ 


ad. very ghaſtly apparitions that paſs d before him; he fre- 
B. - quently (farted out of his bed, and cried out as if he had been 

dis the extremeſt tortures. His inwards, in the eud, began to | 
= purify, and rotted, and came out: thus was this wicked man 


-_ 


WEE made an example of divine vengeance, 41; 

* N — 
We are now come to the concluſion of the wars, and have 
Pen how the hand of God was vilible in the deſtruction of 
alem, the temple, and finally of the Jews themſelves, 
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